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My LORD, | 
DN HE Subject I am upon af. 


fixes my Addreſs, and the 
© [Za Importance of it appropri- 
WY EE ates the Application: For, 
who ſo fit to reduce the Law. to a 
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Form of Decency and Utility, as he 
that ſits at the Head of it? Or, who 


ſo proper to relieve an aggrieved Na- 
tion, as he that has always been 
conſpicuous for his fine Parts, and, 
which is the fineſt of all, his Integrity. 
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Name that will be revered while Time 
exiſts) and ſo thought your Predeceſ- 
ſor the good Judge Hales ; a Perſon as 


exemplary for his Piety, as his Prac- 


tiſe : But, what need of Preſidents to a 
Perſon of your Lordſhip's Penetration? 
Nevertheleſs, ſince all Men are not 
endued with your Lordſhip's excellent 
Qualifications of Perſpicuity and Diſ- 
cerning, I muſt implore your Pardon 
and Patience, while I inform others of 


the Neceſſity of the Work, and the 


Uſefulneſs of it; in doing which, I 
ſhall confine myſelf, ſo far as I am 
Maſter of it, to the Rules of right 
Reaſon, and ſuch Arguments as ac- 
knowledge that for their Baſis : Tho', 
I preſume, it will not be look'd upon 
as any Error in me, if, to back my own 
Sentiments, I now and then, as Occa- 
ſion occurs, take in the Opinion of the 

reateſt Man, for Learning and Pro- 
Key, that theſe later Ages has pro- 
duced. N 
The Thing in Queſtion, my Lord, 
ſeems to me to be reducible to theſe 
two Heads. | Ks 
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So thought the great Lord Yerulam (a 
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Firft, Whether a Reduction of th 
Law be neceſſary? | 

Secondly, If neceſſary, whether feaſible. 

As to the firſt, my Lord, I ſhall 
omit to take any Advantage from the 
Clamours of the Many; and I will, 
at preſent, wave the Opinions of three 


of the greateſt Lawyers of the laſt 


Century: But to relinquiſh my Claim 


in this Argument, to the Example of 
Fuſtinian, would be in a great Mea- 
ſure to relinquiſh Reaſon. 'The Law 
in his Time, even before the Reduc- 
tion of it, was as certain as it was 
after; but the Pleas upon the Practiſe 
of it had rendred Proceedings ſo in- 
tricate and uncertain ;, and conſe— 


quently ſo unſafe and dangerous, as 


well as expenſive to the People, that 
chat wiſe Prince liſtening to the Propo- 
ſals of a wiſe Counſellor (I think his 
Name was T ribonius) reſolved to reduce 
it to a Standard ; which that good Ad- 
viſer not only undertook, but brought 
the Undertaking to Perfection in the 
Manner it has been handed down to Po- 


ſterity, under the Title of Code of his 


Maſter. By this Means the Authority 
A 3 of 
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of the Law came to be aſcertained, and 
People of common Senſe and Capacity 
for Greck and Latin were not then, as 
now, Marks of Literature being Lan- 
guages commonly uſed by People of 
all Capacities) were Judges of what 
was ſo eſtabliſhed, as well as the 
Lawyers themſelves. To prove then, 
that there is an equal Neceſſity in our 
Times for a Reduction of our ers I 
would recommend it to the Oppoſers 
of the Argument to give a 25 An- ; 
ſwer to the Queſtions following: ) 
Fir/?, Are our Laws leſs voluminous 
than they were in the Times of Ju- 
frinian © | 
Secondly, Are our Prefidents more 
certain, and ſuch as may be more de- 
pended upon? | 
Thirdly, Are our Practitioners leſs in 
Number? or Men of more Virtue ? 
 Fourthly, Is their Practice freer from 
Trick and Covin ? 
Il dare take upon me to ſay, my 
Lord, that every Man, that will de- | 
clare candidly, muſt give a Negative | 
to every one. Nevertheleſs, that J | 


may not ſeem dogmatical, with your 
| Lord- 
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Lordſhip's Leave, I ſhall crave a little 
Truce with your Patience, while I touch 


upon every one diſtinctly. 
' As to the firſt, that our Laws are 
5 


not leſs voluminous (but more out of 
| fize) than thoſe were in the Days of 
' Fuſtinian, when the Reduction was firſt 
enter'd upon; I muſt appeal to the 
common Complaints of the moſt con- 
* fiderable of our Barriſters; I mean ſuch 
; as give themſelves the Trouble of 
reading them over : For, I cannot but 
lay of my own Knowledge, that there 
are many that take upon *em the Title, 
that acquieſce under the meer Title, 
without giving their Heads any farther 
Trouble in the Matter. To ſuch, in- 
deed, the Law can never be ſaid to be 
voluminous. The Badge is all they 
aim at for the ſake of the Fee; and 
Reputation is ſo much a Slave to Pro- 
fit, that if they can but graſp the 
latter, the former is thrown over the 
other Shoulder to ballance the Sleeve 
on the contrary Side. Theſe may be 
called the Drones of the Hive, which,. 
according to the vulgar Acceptation, 
de vour the Honey from the more In- 
A 4 duſtrious, 
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duſtrious, without any apparent Ad- 
vantage, or any publick Emolument. 


Tho?, in my humble Opinion, ſuch 
may more properly be compared to 


another ſort of a Drone; I mean, thoſe 
of a Scotch Organ, which, after all 
their Buz and Noiſe, will afford little 
Harmony to any Ear twenty Miles on 


this ſide Tweed, But ſetting aſide all 
ſuch Infipids, whom, even the Coif 
cannot dignify, take the Suffrages of 
the Ingenious and more Studious, it 
will hardly be found that any one of 
them does not wiſh for, and agree to a 
Reduction, if prudently, and by pro- 
per Inſtruments, it be entered upon: 
As the Laws now ſtand, they are too 
bulky to be uſeful, one often confounds 
another ; and there are Statutes un- 
repealed, that are diametrically oppo- 
ſite in Intention to others fince enacted ; 
and obſolete Laws, ſtill hanging over 
the Heads of 'the People, ready to en- 


ſnare the Innocent, and puzzle both 


Judge ard Jury. | | 

As to the Second, Whether our Pre- 
ſidents are more certain, and ſuch as 
may better be depended on ? 0 has 
| cen 
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been wofully negatived by late Expe- 
rience. Even our Serjeants at Law, 
when they thought themſelves ſafe in 
quoting the great Coke for a Preſident, 
have been ſtruck dumb with the Sen- 
timents of a modern Judge on the 
Bench, declaring, that as my Lord 
Coke had taken upon him to make. 
Preſidents, he would make Preſidents 
too; and, tho? I muſt not ſay, with- 
out Reaſon, yet I may truly ſay to 
the Admiration of all that heard-him, 
he directed the Jury to bring in a Ver- 
dict diametrically oppoſite to what his 
great Predeceſſor had ſet down for 
Law, and which, till then, had been 
{9 accepted. Is not this, my Lord, to 
eſtablith a. Pope in every Court ot 
Juſtice? I am ſenſible whom F appeal 
to; and, therefore, without retracting 
my Query, will go on to ſay, that at 


Jeaſt it mult be granted a Sw/urari to 


cvery Barriſter, to take care how he 
offers to the Court any thing in Behalt 
of his Client, that may be ditagreeable. 
But, what a Field of Uncertainty, mv 
Lord, muſt ſuch a Proceeding preſent 
to the Eyes of any confidering Perton ? 

Ac 1 and 
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and how dangerous to the Properties: 

of the People? while every Man's 8 

Right muſt depend upon the Breath _ 
of a ſingle Perſon, and that ſingle In- 

quiſitor liable to-be changed ever Year? | 

i 

| 


do that every Year the Council may 
look for new Law and new Preſidents. 
Jam ſenſible, that it may be offered 
againſt all this, that the Subject may 
| have the Benefit of Appeals, Writs of 
1 Error, or Arreſts of Judgment ; but I 
am equally ſenſible, that thoſe who 
make the Offer, know ſo well how to- 
reap the Benefit of all, and every one 
' of them; that Men of Senſe muſt 
allow, that the very Objection is rather 
ſ a corroborating Argument for what I. 
am pleading for, than of any Advan- 
| © | tage to the ſuffering Client, or of any 
ll Honour to the Barriſter, who ſhould _ 
 mlcad his Cauſe, © 4 
4 s to the Third; Are our Practitio- 
ners leſs in Number? or Men of more 
Virtue? In the Bulk, I anſwer boldly, 

No. But if we are to confine ourſelves ' 
[ to what they lay a Claim, the fair | 
: 
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Practiſers, I am ſorry to ſay, tho? with 
Shame and Griet I mult be ſilent. = 
„ a late 


[xi ] 


a late qualifying Act, intended for the 


4 Good of the Publick, as all Acts ſhould. 
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be, tho”, alas! it only ſerved to diſco- 
ver the Nakedneſs, or Infilicity of the 
Nation, if I have not been grievoully 


miſinformed, there appeared on the 


Roll a Body of Veterans, double in 
Number to that Army of the brave 
King of Sweden, with which he over- 
threw One hundred thouſand of his 


Enemies. A formidable Appearance 
of Solicitors and Attorneys only! and 


yet ſo little liable to diminiſh for want 
of timely Recruits, that not a Term 
paſſes over our Heads, without enlarg- 
ing the Corps with new Regiments. 
beg your Lordſhip's Pardon, that I 
here make uſe of a military Term.. F 

intend no Satyre, but a ſorrowful Truth. 
Nor will the Expreſſion be diſallowed 

me by any one, that will conſider, tac 
that additional Troop, as ſoon as they 
are entered, declare themſelves avowed 


Enemies to the Quiet of Mankind, 


by a 2 diametrically oppoſite to 


that of the Goſpel, in inliſting their 
fellow Creatures, and forcing them to 


fight under their Banners. They know 
Me they 


[ x11 
they muſt ſtarve, if they do otherwiſe: 
What Wonder, therefore, is it, if they 
throw human Nature into an actual 
State of War? Have we any Reaſon, 
my Lord, from any one Paragraph to 
be collated from all Hiſtory, to be- 
lie ve, that the Times of Juſtinian could 
compare with ours for ſuch Parchment 
Legions? Jam apt to conclude, that even 
their Juris Conſults, and that from 
many Paſſages in Roman Hiſtorians, 
which were in the Nature of our Gen- 
tlemen of the long Robe, were very 
few in Number comparatively with _ 
ours; and as for Pettytoggers, whether 5 
Attorneys, Solicitors, or Catch-poles, 1 
never found any Paſſage that could | 
give a Suſpicion that they were ac- ö 
quainted with them, even io much as 
in Name. I queſtion whether the 
Litilitigator was a Word known, till 
after the Twelve Cafars; and, there- 
fore, can hardly be made uſe of to 
aſſirm the Pedigree of a Gentleman. 

As to the Fourth and laſt Particular, 

Is the Practiſe of the preſent Age freer 

from Trick and Covin? I anſwer, I 

mutt apprehend the quite r 
| t1 
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till better informed than they can in- 


form me. I remember, when I was at 


Fdinburgh, attending the Courts on a 
Cauſe I had depending, an Order was 
tole upon me, which both my Advo- 
cates and Writers aſſerted, could not 
have been obtained but by Purchaſe. 
This the learned Advocate againſt me 
called by the Title of Houghing. But, 
however they may appropriate the 
Expreſſion, I would not have the 


Elaborate of that united Region to en- 


tertain the Vanity of imagming that 
the Practiſe is a Peculiar of that fine 
Country. No, my Lord, their united 
Brethren can boaſt, if it be a Thing 
to boaſt of, of Wretches every jot as 
well qualiſied for Acts of Treachery 


in Practiſe (legally ſpeaking) tho", 
E not altogether ſo conſidera- 


le in Number. Thoſe Fawkes's in the 


Legerdemain of the Law, abound 


where-ever the Law abounds, and till 
regulated, by ſome ſalutary Act of 
Parliament (much withed for, and 


much wanted) will practiſe the Trade, 
tho” far more meriting the Halter, than 


any of the Houghers on the High-way. 
Sadly, 


L x 


Sadly true it is, that I have known 
[| one of the Juſticiary there make a Jeſt 
of ſuch Artifices ; but on this Side the _ 
Tweed it is not quite ſo bad. And yet 
I mult obſerve, in Favour of thoſe in- 
genious Gentry, that the Laws they 
make uſe of is the Juſtinian Code, 
which will not admit of a Tithe of the _ 
| uſeful Circumventions, dextrous Frauds, 
and ſalutary Subterfuges, that are to. 
be met with ſo profuſely in the Practiſe | 
| of our Common and Statute Law. _ 
\| Which are moſt dextrous in their Am- | 
if bidexterity, I will not take upon me 
| to determine; but this I will venture 
| to affirm, that the honeſt Men, in both © 
the one and other Climate, have Rea- f 
ſon enough to reſent their ſeveral foul 
Proficiencies in Mal- practiſes; how dif- 
ferent ſoever their Numbers may be 
upon a Poll. And if we abound in 3 
ſuch Practitioners, and the Slackneſs or 
Multitude of our Laws afford them 
ſuch Opportunities; I believe the De- 
duction will be entirely in Favour of 
our preſent Plea for a Reduction. Up- 
on the Premiſes, my Lord, I think 
every candid Perſon muſt agree to the | 
Neceſ- | 
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ö Neceſſity; therefore I ſhall proceed 
to ee, the Feaſibility of the Work. 
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he great Verulam, whom I before 
mentioned (but who can never be men- 
tioned too often, or with too much 
Honour) began a Scheme to this 2 
poſe, for the View of his Maſter King 
ames. As I remember, for I have 
not the Book before me, he introduces 
it by a noble Diſplay of the Glory it 
would be to his Reign to accomplith a 
Work ſo much for the Good of his 
People. Nay, if I remember right, 
he proves even the 1 of the 
Task. When I urged this lately to 
a Gentleman of unqueſtionable Judg- 
ment and Learning, with whom I am 
ſure it would be nothing to my Ho- 
nour to diſagree, he cut me ſhort with- 
an Ah! But, my Lord PYerulan 1s: 
gone. But, not willing to quit my 
Hold yet, Sir, ſaid I, he has left his 


Model behind him: And-it would be 


ſevere upon the Nation to imagine it 
does not contain twelve Men that are 
able to raiſe a handſome Structure 
upon 2 noble Baſis. But, my Lord, 
thould not Twelve be deemed equal to 

| the 
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the Task, why might not the Num- 
ber be encreaſed to Seventy ? Since in 
a Labour, which, next to that, will 
be valuable and meritorious. Vuſti- 
nian accompliſhed a Work of the ſame 
Nature, and, as I think, I have read 
by a ſingle Hand: What ſhould hinder 
then the like Glory of a like Perfor- 
mance in England? Our Neighbours, 
famous for Vanity, and the Want of 
Sincerity, at the ſame Time that 
they dilallow our Ingenuity, and make 
a ſtanding Jeſt of the Barrenneſs. of our 
Invention, were ever forced to confeſs 
our great Talent at Improvement. } 
Having, therefore, a Pattern before us; 
and a Scheme drawn up by one of the ö 
greateſt Genius's in the Univerſe, why 
thould we diſpair of Succeſs in an Un- 
dertaking likely to prove ſo much to 
the Glory and Advantage of King and 
People? It muſt be granted, that the 
Task will be difficult and laborious; 
two Epithets that always carry Ter- 
FE ror to timerous Minds, which yet never 
failed to ſtimulate the generous. It is 
as true, it will be * and charge- 
able; but, if glorious to the —_ 
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and advantageous to the Publick, it 
- would: ſtrangely regret me, and every 


honeſt Man, to imagine, that we 


! ſhould be long under the leaſt Dilemma 
as to Ways and Means to attain Ends 
ſo advantageous to our Country. It 


muſt be allowed, no private Hand is 
capable to go thro' with a Work of 
this Nature; but as his People, and 
he in them, are likely to reap the 
Benefit; and as the Work is in Imita- 
tion of that of an Emperor, why 
ſhould not the Propoſal be lay'd before 
his Majeſty? Or what can be more 
worthy of royal Regard and Pa- 
tronage? If Northern Examples were 
neceſſary to inſpire Emulation; Caro- 
lus Guſtavus, King of Sweden, ambi- 


tious to fee the Hiſtory of his Coun- 


try well performed, ſet Olaus Magnus 
upon the Work; and, when finiſhed, at 
his own Expence printed and pub- 
lithed it, and, like a Prince, rewarded 
the Taskman. Undertakings like thoſe 
can neyer want Countenance and En- 
couragement: King and People muſt 
vie to ſhew their Zeal and Approba- 


tion. And I dare, without Vanity, 
| - be 
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Ge confident, that whenever his Ma- 
jeſty, by a proper Meſſage to the 


Houſe of Commons, ſignifies his Incli- 


nation that way ; he will not only find 
them ready to give their utmoſt Aſ- 


ſiſtance, but in hearty Addreſſes eager 
to evince their greatful Senſe of his 


Goodneſs in his Care for the Weal of 


his People. Neither would their Ad- 
dreſſes be ſingular; no Part of the 


Nation would be backward to follow 
the Pattern of their Repreſentatives, 


in Acknowledgement of that paternal 
Clemency, that had ſet them, and 
their Poſterity, free from inglorious 


Shackles: 


Timorous Men, my Lord, may 


frame to themſelves what frightful 


Ideas they pleaſe of the Oppoſition of 
Men in Power; I am apt to flatter 
myſelf, that the Chimera would ſoon 
vaniſh, it the Work were once cor- 
dially entered upon, and your Lordſhip, 
by the Example of your great Predeceſ- 
fors, appear'd at the Head. The 
Grandeur and Nobleneſs of the Deſign 
would ſtrike an Awe into the boldeit ; 
and the Utility of the Work would 
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not fail to intimidate the moſt hardy. 
Publick Benefit to be atcheived at the 
Expence of the Publick, would put 
all private Competition out of Coun- 
tenance; and every Intereſt muſt be 
reckoned pri vate, however grand the 


Leader, that pretends to make itſelf a 


Competitor. But why ſhould it be ſup- 


poſed, that any Man, or Body of Men, 


nin Power, ſhould offer at Oppoſition 


to ſo glorious a Work? The Deſign 
is no Way to enervate, but to perfect 
the Law. To ſet a Limb ſtrait, 
which, being crooked, disfigures the 


Whole Body. Will it ever be leſs va- 


luable for being intelligible? I am 
afraid, if there are any ſuch, thoſe 
are the Gentry who ſhew themſelves, 
on all Occaſions, prodigiouſly offended 
at all Mifteries, where eſſentially ne- 
cellary ; and yet as violently declare 
themſelves for Miſteries of their own 
Emolument. As if weak Judges (and, 
I dare ſay, your Lordſhip is not doubt- 
ful that there haye been ſuch) were 


to be advanced, like the Images of 


Thor and Wooden of our Paganith An- 
ceſtry, and deliver their Opinions to 
EN | the 
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[ xx | 
the People in dark Ambiguities as 
thoſe are ſaid to have delivered their 
Oracles. Or, perhaps, looking thro? 
narrow Opticks, ſome may look upon 
ſuch a Deſign as an Intention to cur- 
tail their Authority ; and by finding 
them a Set of Precedents ready at 
their Fingers Ends, intending to de- 
prive them of all Opportunities of 


coining new of their own ,to every 


new Occaſion.” Diſpenſing Powers, my 
Lord, you are ſenſible, were ever 


hurtful to the Exgliſh Nation; and, I 


imagine, that a diſpenſing with old 


Preſidents for new, would be looked 


upon with no favourable Eye, by Men 
of Judgment or Integrity. I dare ap- 
peal to your Lordſhip, if Frequency 
and Cuſtom, in ſuch an Uſe, would 
not, without the Regulation in que- 
ſtion, ſoon grow to 1o great an Evil, 
as to portend the utmoſt Confuſion. 
For, if every Judge ſhould plead a 
Power to alter the old, or create new 


Preſidents, where is the Council that 


can ſet his Opinion at the Value of a 
Bottle of Wine? And, under ſuch a 


diſmal Situation, what can the poor 


Subjets 


Y 

1 

K 

W 
15 
j 
x 
1 

* 


Subjects propoſe, in Suits for his Right 
and Property, but to impoveriſh him- 
ſelf, that he may enrich others. But, 
in ſhort, my Lord, all ſuch Apprehen- 
ſions (of Oppoſition I mean) create a 
new Fund of Argument for the Under- 
taking itſelf ; and, at the ſame Time, 
aſſert the Neceſlity, as well as Feaſibi- 
lity of it. Futile Enterprizes are com- 


monly the Subjects of Ridicule and 


Deriſion; but, when bad Men are a- 


2 larm'd at a good Undertaking, it ar- 
gues their Apprehenſion of Succeſs ; 
and looks as if they feared a Stop to 


their paſt Oppreſhons. The Eaſe of 


the Subject ought, as far as in his 


Power, to be the Care of every Man; 
but where that Eaſe is to be accom- 
ge at the Expence of another 

an's Profit, human Nature will pre- 


voail and plead, that Charity begins at 


Home. But theſe are empty Clouds, 
that fly about and threaten, but in the 
End vanith away without Danger or 
Damage. | 
For tho', my Lord, the Reduction 
of the Law, to an uniform, intelligi- 
ble and conſiſtent Body, be our main 
Poſtu- 


— —_ 


1 
Poſtulatum, and the Baſis we build up- 
on; to wy the Fabrick due Symme- 
try, and agreeable Attitudes, there 
will be found other Requiſites to be 
conſidered of. After the King, or Par- 
liament, or both (for it is a Matter of © + 
ſo great Moment as to exact the Ar- 
dour of all together) has. nominated 
and appointed proper Commiſſioners 
(in which Nomination nothing of Party 
or Intereſt ſhould have the leaſt Share ; 
but Ability and Integrity only ſhould 
recommend the Man) and after the 
Commiſſioners have gone thro? their 
Work, and upon the generous En- 
couragement of the Repreſentatives of 
the Nation, digeſted all the diſperſed 
and voluminous Parts into one Code, 
affixing proper Preſidents, and there- 
by ain valid Pleas; then will ; 
ariſe, my Lord, an Opportunity of 
the Legiſlative Powers exerting and 

,* ſhewing itſelf; not only in ſedately 

l conſidering, weighing, and approving 

I what ſhall be laid betore them, by 
Vertue of that Commiſſion, but in | 
ſetting out the Limits and Means ß 
Execution, in order to arrive at the q 
Benefits 4 
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Benefits propoſed to the Nation in 


general. In thoſe Debates, doubtleſs, 
it will manifeſtly appear how far we 
have deviated from the fair Paths of 
our wiſe Anceſtry; and I cannot but 
7 flatter myſelf, that at the ſame Time 


they may light upon proper Methods 
to e int the good old 
Road. It will then too, very pro- 
bably, appear how much our Law- 
Proceedings are ſunk into Corrupti- 
on; and the Apparency of the Evil 
will aſſuredly inſinuate the Neceſlity, 
as well as Methods of Redreſs; tho?, 
without all Peradventure, the Difh- 
culty will not be leſſened by the 


long Continuance or ſpreading of the 


Contagion. And in all this, m 
Lord, may they not fairly propoſe 
to find the Recompence of generous 
Spirits in a Succeſs ſuitable to their 
Ardour ? What ge Glory can 


accrue to a noble Mind, than to find 


his great Fatigue and Labour iſſue 


in the Good of his Country ? What 
can advance the Satisfaction higher, 
than to find the mortifying Stings 
of thoſe Horſe-Flies, which Rad long 

battened 


1 


battened on the Sores of the Nation, 


quite diveſted of their Venom, and 
evaporating into Clamours, that will 
affect no- body but themſelves? Will not 
a Famine of Trick, Deceit, and Collu- 
ſion, neceſſarily drive ſuch two-legged 
Locuſts into more proper Quarters ; 
where, for want of their ancient Col- 
lation, they may do their injured 
Country Juſtice: to prey upon one an- 
other? The Fleſh: of a Canibal, in 


the Courſe. of Reaſon, ſhould beſt 


ſuit a Canibal Gouſt: And, there- 
fore, if you pleaſe, my Lord, leay- 


ing them to their beloved Repaſt, 1 


will go on to find out ſomewhat more 
worthy Notice. 21 
And it is with Pleaſure, my Lord, 
that I feel myſelf caſt into a Contem- 
plation of the intire Serenity of our 
Judges, under ſuch a Scene of new 
Oeconomy. Where all Things appear 
ſo viſible and manifeſt 8 A their 


Eyes, how can there be any Appre- 
henſions of Jealouſies or Janglings ? 
Human Opinion is certainly, at beſt, 
a very fallible Dependance ; but when 
Men's Judgments are directed, and 

e ä guided 
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guided by ſomewhat more than com- 
mon Reaſon, ſhould any on the Bench 
miſtake the Point, the Ears and 
Eyes of By-Standers will be able to 
paſs a private, but juſt Cenſure of the 
Quality of the Error. This will not: 
fail to render one more cautious ; and 
in conſequence the other more ſecure. 
Intricacies and Obſcurities diſpelled, 
Brightneſs and Clarity muſt inevitabl 
enſue; and as Error ſuccumbs, Trut 
will regain her priſtine Station, and 
diffuſe , - Boon?” ee Rays, with di- 
{tinguiſhing Luſture, over the whole 
Nation. Small Perquiſites will have 
but ſmall Weight in the Conſideration 
of ſuch as know themſelves inveſted 
with an Increaſe of Stipend; and, 
eſpecially, ſuch a princely Encreaſe, 
as is ſufficient to ſupport any Parade 
becoming their Station. Neverthelets, 
if held neceſſary, yet further to en- 
- creaſe them, in the Name of Clemency, 
let it be done, fo as the poor People 
be no longer double taxed. Tho? I 
perſuade myſelf, in ſuch a Caſe, it 
would, after, be looked upon as no 
ſeyere Sentence to have the Skin of 
4 „ 


[ xxv1 } 
the offending Party ſtuffed and ex- 
poſed (as once of old) for a Terror 
and Warning to all ſucceeding. I dare 
avow, your Lordſhip may relinquith 
ſuch Terror to others, that Integrity, 
which has hitherto been ſo conſpi- 
cuous, being a ſufficient Amulet againſt 
Danger or Deviation. 

As to the Gentlemen of the next 


Claſs, they would, with Pleaſure, ſee 


themſelves more regularly regimented 
and diſtinguiſhed. The Bad, how- 
ever, now commixt with the Good, will 
find all the Bran then ſifted out, and 
leave the Wheat at a promiſing Market. 
And, undoubtedly, it muſt be a vaſt 
Satisfaction to every Perſon of Probity 
and Candour, to find his own Opinion 
like to recover a reaſonable Standard. 
Mankind, however humble they may 

retend to be, do not affect to be 
ooked upon as Cyphers. Nay, the 
more generous the Temper, the 
more irkſome and inſupportable is the 
Burden. Beſides, I can never believe, 
that all of them are ſo ſupine and in- 


| dolent, as not to have a due Regard 


to what they give under their Hands, 
| And 
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And yet many of their Opinions 


now a-days, after having an over- 
valuable 8 paid in Hand, 
have been found of ſo little Uſe or 
Eſteem, that their Clients have given 
them to their Children to make Kites 
of. Nor does this proceed altogether 
from a Defect of Judgment, but (as 
they are obliged to alledge in their 
own Vindication) from the preſent vaſt 
Uncertainty of the Law, and Variety 
of new Preſidents, which has virtually 
depreciated the Opinion-Practiſe to a 
Proverb. Permit me, therefore, my 
Lord, to reſume the Subject without 
Offence. Can it enter into the Ima-— 
gination of Man, that the Gentry of 
this Claſs would not readily embrace 
an Opportunity of recovering their Re- 
ra in the World; ſo that it might 

e ſaid of them, and ſomewhat truely, 
that their Writings carried Weight in 


them, as well as their Hands? And 


would not ſuch a fair Stage, ſo prepared 
to their Hands, eaſily diſtinguiſh the 
right Reaſoners from the Draggers? Or, 
at the ſame Time that it explodes 

a 2 forenſial 
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forenſial Rhetorick, would it not, as 


it has ſometimes before done, diſplay 
to the World, without Prophecy or 


Partiality, ſuch as were fitteſt next to 


fill the Chair? Intereſt, not Merit, 
then would go a begging: And a 
Preſident well ſupported by the Zeal 


of ſuch a one, muſt inevitably. carry 


double Efficacy. And when Preſidents 
no longer lye under the Indiſpoſition 
of modern Creation; but receive a 
Sanction and Remedy from Parlia- 


mentary Digeſtion, Law muſt take a 


new Courſe, and the Currency being 
well cleaned, nothing leſs than limpid 
Streams, and — ng Waters, can 
be the Conſequence. 

All the reſt, my Lord, if reduced 
to primitive Inſtitution, we ſhall find 
meer ſubſervient Ware: Tho”, I am 
ſorry to ſay, no little Part of it con- 
fiſts of Offal and Rubbidge. And 
yet, theſe are the Men, if 1 may call 
them ſo, who make the greateſt Noife 
and Clamour againſt all Regulation. 
They opine their great Dzana 1s to 
be raviſhed out of their Hands; and 
being taught by Education, and by 

caac 
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that led on to Principle, that what- 
ever brings Money into the Pocket, 
is according to Law, they, ſyllogiſti- 
cally, argue, that whatever tends to 
the ſtopping that Current, muſt be 


illegal. Thence is Quirk, Trick, and 


Circumvention ſo often clapped into 
the Scale to weigh down Juſtice : In- 
ſomuch, that an honeſt Jury, that 
Barrier of our Liberties and Proper- 
ties, have often found themſelves un- 
der a Difficulty to elude their Eluſions. 
I ſpeak not by Irony, my Lord, here 


common Experience will give a Sanc- 
tion to my Aſſertion. Whether like 


Excreſcences, or Wens, thoſe are to 
be cured by Amputation, the Wiſdom 
of a Houſe of Commons only muſt 
determine: Tho' we may aſſure our- 
ſelves, that as far as human Reaſon 
can, they will take care not to let 
the Corn be any more over-run with 
Weeds, to the endangering of the 
whole Crop. On the Debate, ſuch 
neceſſary Proviſions and Precautions 
will be apparent ; and, therefore, any 
thing further on that Head, will be 
only waſte of your Lordſhip's Lei- 

a 3 ſure, 
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our Laws into one Code be neceſſary, 


| 1 
ſure. Oaly thus much I will beg 
leave to offer, that if once to the 
Weal and Joy of the Nation, they 
were deprived of their vaſt Retinue 
of Aſſociates and Aſſiſtants ; I mean 
the Catch-poles, Sheriffs-Officers, and 
Bailiffs; and our old Court-Leets re- 
ſtored, or Matters put into ſome like 
falubrious Method, Confuſion and 
Deſtruction would not be ſuch con- 
{tant Viſitants at the Doors of the 
honeſt Tradeſman ; but Credit, good 
Nature, and Humanity would bloom, 
ipring up, and flouriſh, in want of 
ſuch a diligent Set of Nurſery-men to 


"nouriſh them. To the tender Care 


of our Superiors, I ſhall, therefore, 
commit them with this ſubmil- 
five Item only, that if a War by 
Sea or Land ſhould not offer for 
their immediate Diſpoſe, whether the 
Iſlands of the Landrones does not 
ſeem to claim a Propriety, and, con- 
{equently, appropriate the Creatures 


for their ſole * "9 


Upon the whole Matter, my Lord, 
if a Reduction of the whole 1 of 


as 


as like to prove a publick Good, as I 
flatter eb from the Premiſes will be 
apparent; and, if feaſible, asI imagine, 
few will controvert: Why ſhould it 
not now be ſet about? Or, why longer 
deferred? We are in a profound Peace, 
which renders the Opportunity vaſtly 
elegible; and our King has given a 
princely Specimen of his Inclinations 
that Way, in iſſuing out Commiſſions 
for ſettling the exorbitant Fees of 

our Courts, both of Law and Equity. 
Yet, pardon me, my Lord, it I de- 
liver my Opinion in the Matter freely, 
ſince I offer it with all poflible De- 
ference; the Relief propoſed, tho? 
praiſe worthy, is no way adequate to 
the Evil. It is juſt like the skinning 
over a Sore, and leaving corrupt Mat- 
ter behind to inflame and break out 
afreſh. And if a full Redreſs of à 
Calamity is to be come at, they 
muſt be poor Counſellors ſure, that 
would adviſe doing Things by Halves. 
The Charge (being, as I intimated at 
firſt, to be defray'd by the Publick) 
can allow of no Objection; and, I 
dare take upon me to ayer, that 
| a 4 there 


ä ** 


I 
there is a Spirit in the Houſe of Com- 
mons great enough to encourage and 
o thro” the Work. Excuſe me, my 
Lat if I again then humbly ask, 
ſhould ſuch a favourable Crifis be 
e ? I aſſure myſelf, I am now 
peaking to one that is as great a 
Lover of his Country as lives, nor 
was it ever, that ever I heard of, 
queſtioned, whether he was leſs bene- 
volent to Mankind. Who then can 
doubt your Readineſs to lay before 
his Majeſty ſome ſuch Scheme, which | 
may evince to your Countrymen, that þ 
the great Sentiments they have im- 
bibed, were by no means miſap- 
plied. The Relief of innocent Thou- 
ſands by the paring of the Fangs of 
a tygrous Brood, and the future , 
quility of your Country and Poſte- 
| rity, are certainly Topicks worthy 
j! your Lordſhip's Ardour. If in the 
| Reign of Tu/tinian, a fingle Perſon 
undertook a Task equally great, and 
i} went through with it, how can we 
in Reaſon deſpair of a good Account 
in more Hands? It is confeſſed, that 
li many Hands may breed * 
| uc 
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but a few well choſen, without Partia- 
lity, Favour, or Intereſt, Men of Ca- 

pacity, qualified to the Work, and 

not the Work to them, would, doubt- 

leſs, accompliſh what they went a- 
bout; and that Accomplithment would 

ſoon ſhew the Nation in a Light 

glorious as that of Juſtinian's. I am 

here preſſing, my Lord, no private 
Intereſt, nor any thing for my own 
private Adyantage. Pardon me, if I 
preſume to ſay, that I am ſolely ac- 

| tuated by your Lordſhip's well known 
Principle, the publick Good; for which 
Reaſon, it I chance to be a little more 
1mportunate than becomes me, my 
good Intention will, I flatter myſelt, 
| excuſe ſome ſmall Tranſgreſſion in 
Manners : But ſure an honeſt Man's 
Zeal for the Good of his Country 
will conceal much greater Faults, if 
any ; eſpecially, as the Glory of my 
| Prince is included in the ſame Bottom. 
And what could Hiſtory or Annals 
ofter more worthy of recording to 
Eternity, than that in the Reign of 
George II. of England: The Lak 
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which were grown too voluminous 


to. be uſeful, were, at his particular 


Recommendation reviewed, reduced, 


and brought into Compaſs and Order, 
to the Faſo and Safety of his People, 
out of a tender Regard to whom, he. 
propoſed it to his Parliament? 
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than one Spectator Yor his 
Authority; That his preſent Defien is 


good, he has the Authority of Three of 


the greateſt Men of the laſt Century : 
Succeſs was not their Lot; nor can he 
warrant it to be his However, as 10 
Man in bis Wits, when the FVellel is in 
Danger, will refuſe a Hand to the 
Pump; fo every Mun, that here lends a 
helping Hand, may aſſure himſelf” of 
Praiſe for bis good Jutention, which 1s 
the utmoſt aim at in the Publication 
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of the following Papers. If the Ar- 


tempt of a Regulation ſhould have the 


Mi fortune once more to miſcarry, the 


Author is very ſenſible that he ſhall 


ſpirit up a Parcel of Detraftors, that 
will oppeſe him with FVehemence (and, 
very likely, Virulence) as they before have 
done others : But if, on the other Hand, 
it ſhould happen that he ſhould have 


the great good Luck to ſpirit up a Party 


#7 true and real Patriots, who, from the 
Hints he gives, hall accompliſh the Re- 
gulation in Ruc/tion, both in Theory and 
Practice, he will never trouble himſelf at 
the Efforts of Malice; but patiently ſup- 
port himſelf” under the Suffrages of the 
Unbiaſsd. And as he has no View of any 
private Intereſt of his own, and is not 
ftimulated with ſo much. as even a Dream 
of any Share of Fame, be will flatter 
himſelf, that even ſuch as are ready to 
find Fault with his Management, or 
Method, muſt yet, without all Heſita- 
tion, approve his Meaning; which will 
content and gratify him every whit as 
well, Nor will he pretend to brag to 


his Readers, like many of our modern 
| Opera- 
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Oueerators, what a lumping Pennyworth 

| he is going to give them : It will much 

| better pleaſe and delight him to hear 

it ſaid, that Homer 3s crouded into 

a Nut-Shell; well aſſur'd, that tho* Mo- 

men, and the Vulgar, love to have much 

for Money, Men of Judgment will al. 

ways be of Sentiment, that a little, good, 

is cheaper than a great deal, good for 

nothing. One Thing he humbly hopes, 

that Men of Candour will coolly conſider, 

that the Track he treads in is wholly 

new, no beaten Path; and that if be 

had treated the Subject meerly in either 

a Didactick or Polemique Way, few 
would have: read it, but ſuch as were 

inclin'd to fleep: To prevent which, 

having enough of it beforehand, like a 

1 wiſe modern Stateſman, he choſe to toſs 

| out a Tub to amuſe Leviathan, by Way 

| of Allegory. Thence is it you have ſo 

much of Dreams, Fables, and Viffons, 

call them which you will; and thence is 

} it that they are ſo often broken and in- 

terrupted, that they may not fatigue or 

tire the Reader. Nevertheleſs, he de- 

fires, as he goes along, that he will not 


omit 
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omit to obſerve, that thro' every Dream 
and Page, there runs a Vein, both of 
the Malady complained of, and ſome- 
what of a Medicine towards the Cure: 
The Application, therefore, muſt be left 
to the Conſiderate; to whoſe Sentence 
he ſhall always be ready, entirely to 
ſubmit. 
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GENTLEMEN 


TO THE 


QF T:E-©8 


Lo NG PROFESSION. 


H E Author of the follow- 
ing Sheets (if you will be- 
lieve me, and I think 1 
know him as well as any 


Man) is no Enemy to any of your 


Profeſſion, ſo long as they practiſe, as 
well as profeſs, the Ways of Juſtice and 
Equity. He allows the Law not only 
to be uſeful, but neceſſary to the 
Quiet of the Publick ; and is as de- 
ſirous that every Branch of it ſhould 
be faithfully put in Execution, as any 
Member of the Body Politick what- 
ſoever. He readily agrees, for that 
Purpoſe, that it is equally expedient, 
that a moderate Number of Men 
(whether diſtinguith*d under the Title 
of the Society of the Inner Temple, 
Gray's Inn, or whateyer other Title) 

ſhould 


mould be ſet apart for the better ob- 


taining Right, and ſuppreſſing W rong. 
He is fo far from —_ of = Fd. 
ing Temper, that he prodigiouſly ad- 
mires that Part of our Conſtitution, 
that has provided, and aſcertained, 


ſuch commendable Encouragements for 
Men of Integrity and Merit, that he 
wiſhes, from the very Bottom of his 


Heart, they may never be diſpenſed 
to any other. After ſaying which, 
you cannot, in Reaſon, take what he 
lays as a general and indefinite Satire. 
I myſelf have heard many of your 
Order lament the great Uncertainty of 


the Law: And how is it poſlible that 


it ſhould be otherwiſe, while every 
Change of Judges changes Precedents ; 
ſince no body can tell what his Opi- 


nion may be that comes next ? I have 
Heard others too, where they could 


freely unburthen their Boſoms, com- 
pion of its unweildy Corpus ; which, 


5 they, like ſome equally unweildy 


ember of the Community, who (tho? 
he ſtruts in Fat) moves intolerable to 
himſelf, and hardly tolerable to any 
that beholds him, is grown too bulkly 


for 
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ment; and a cloſe one too. They 
boaſt their Numbers: He grants it 
wotully conſiderable; and laments. 
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for a thorough Knowledge, even to a 


| Perſon of an extraordinary Capacity 


and therefore, by a very natural Tran- 


ſition, too dangerous, as too preca- 


rious (Numbers confider'd) in Reſpect 
to the Safety of the People ; to honeſt 


Men, at leaſt, ſuch as I know you 


would willingly protect, and yet, I 
fancy, woul 45 make uſe of a 
diſhonourable Trick to preſerve, even 
tho? the Intricacy of the Law ſhould 
allow you a Handle. | 

You ſee then, Gentlemen, you are 
excluded even the Purlieus of the Sa- 
tire; tho? I am ſelt-ſatisfy'd, that even 
this Conceſſion will not exclude your 
Concern and Agreement for the Ne- 
ceſſity of a Reformation as to others. 
This is all the Author pleads for in 
your ſuperior Claſs: And as to In- 
teriors, tho' he ſtrenuouſly deſires, and 
labours for a Regulation, in Principle 
as well as Practice, he knows of no 


Purgative ſtrong enough (unleſs it be 
) on this fide an Act of Parlia- 


They 


Rs 
They call themſelves fair Practiſers; 
which, by their own Confeſſion, implies, 
that there are foul, tho? not ſufficiently 
diſtinguiſhable by any Law yet in 
2 They triumph in Indulgence 
(conterr'd upon 'em by ſome Miſtake 
or other) which has ſet 'em above 


the common Courſe of Law; even 
where the Executive Part of it would 


better have diſtinguiſh'd BenefaQor 
and Benefaction. Can any Thing leſs 
than an Act of Parliament, Gentle- 


men, put a Period to theſe Nati- 


onal Exuberances? And yet theſe 
are not a Tithe of what the Nation 
groans under. Their barefac'd Coun- 


tenance of evil Practices, under the 


deluſive Claim of Fraternity; their 
ſlighting of Acts of Parliament, when 
not conſonant to their own vitiated. 
Palates; their notorious joining with 
Catchpoles and Bailiffs, to depeculate 


honeſt, tho' unfortunate People (all 


which, 'tis true, are touch'd upon in 
fome Part or other of the following 
Sheets;) and from which I am of 


Opinion it will be manifeſt to unpre- 


judiced Men, that all theſe cry aloud 


for a ſpeedy Reform. But 
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But not to follow bad Cuſtom, and 
endeavour to harangue you out of 
your Senſes; I ſhall conelude my Ad- 
dreſs with a late moſt glorious Re- 


partee of a Nobleman in Paris, lea- 


ving 3 to make the Appli- 
cation, in due Form and Order, as he 
pleaſes. A Perſon (whether Lawyer 
or no, my Authority ſays not) was 
lately committed to the Ba#ile for a 
notorious Offence, and condemned: A 
Friend of the Criminal's (as Rogues 
in this World commonly find mot) 
ſollicited the Nobleman to make In- 
tereſt at Court to ſave his Life; en- 
foreing his Sollicitation with (as he 
thought) this moſt irreſiſtble Argu- 
ment, That the Perſon, who was to 
ſuffer, was his Honour's near Rela- 
tion; and, therefore, his Suffering 
would be a Diſgrace to the Family. 
You miſtake the Point, replies that 
om Man,. a Rogue in a Family is a 
iving Diſgrace to it: But to hang ſuch 
a one out of it, is, in my Opinion, 
nothing leſs than doing an Honour 
to it. | 
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INTRODUCTION. 


$ T is a common complaint (and 
in my Opinion there is Ground 
more than enough for it) that 
the Law and Lawyers, under 
their preſent Situation, are a 

judgment, perhaps the great- 
eſt, that the People of England ever lay under. 
have heard the ſame even from ſome of the 
Long Robe; and both Barriſters and Attor- 
neys are rarely ſo ſqueamiſh, as to refuſe an 
Aſſent to the great Difficulty of finding an hon- 
eſt Lawyer. But tho', with the moſt chari- 
table, I would agree to allow of a ſmall Quan- 
tity, the general Character is ſo very flagrant, 
that I mult cloſe with the common Complaint 
firſt ſpoken of, That the Publick need to lie 
under no greater Nuſance. Offers in Parlia- 
ment, in our Days, have been, many and 
many, for a Redreſs of this Mallady ; and 
Patriots in abundance have, ſeemingly, ſer 
about a vigorous Reform: But, as if the 
Diſeaſe was deſperate, ſo ſoon as ever they 

B | 


have 


2 INTRODUCTION. 
have dipt into the Evil, they have, let me 
ſay it with Deference, given up all their pre- 
tended Patriotiſm either to Puſillanimity or 
Indolence. I muſt confeſs, indeed, that noble 
Deſigns are rarely accompliſh'd without much 
Pains, But where a truly generous Spirit ſets 
before him the Glory that will redound upon 
the Accompliſhment; Pains, Labour, and 
Danger itſelf will be fo far from cooling his 
_ Ardour, that they will ſtimulate his Soul, 
like another Hercules, to cleanſe this more than 
Augæan Stable. 

Till that happy ra, I hope ] ſhall have the 
Applauſe of all but the Guilty, if I enforce the 
Neceſlity of the Work by good Reaſons, and 
recommend the Undertaking, by ſetting out 


the Benefits that muſt accrue to all my Coun- 


trymen in its being brought to Perfection. 
I think the great Lord Yerulam, the Glory 
and Shame of our Nation, was the firſt that 


attemped to put his Hand to this good Work. 


A Reduction of the Body of our Laws (which 
in his Time were in his own Opinion grown 
exceſſive) into a Code, like that of the Em- 
peror Fuſtinian, was the Subject of his firſt 
Effort. But I imagine his Perſecutions which 
ſuddenly ſucceeeded (and perhaps that very 
Attempt might in ſome Meaſure haſten them, 
for the Lawyers we find were then a powerful 
Body) put a Stop to the Perſuit of thoſe his 
good Intentions, and robb'd the Nation of a 


Work which; had it been atchiev'd, would 
i | not 
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not have redounded more to hisGlory than to 
the Weal of the Publick. The Lord Chief 
Juſtice Hales, as I have been inform'd by Re- 
lations (who in Confirmation of the Truth 
of it, ſhew'd me leveral Manuſeript Writings 
of his that Way tending) entertain'd ſome 
Thoughts of the fame Nature. But how it 
happen'd that it was not proceeded upon, 
they could not tell me, and therefore the 
Reader muſt be in the dark as well as I. The 
Lord Chief Juitice Holt was often known to 
wiſh ſuch a Work might be undertaken at the 
publick Charge, and expreſs'd his Readineſs 
to countenance: it. 

But, alas! had any one of them had the 
Honour to have brought it to Perfection in our 
Days, I fear it would hardly have anſwer'd 
the Ends propos'd. As voluminous as our 
Laws are grown, the Locuſt Race are in- 
creas'd to almoſt the Number of Lines in thoſe 
Laws; and thoſe who ſhould regulate the 
Evil, are ſuch good * Mabometan Chriſtians, 
that till Nature does her own Work, an Infect 
muſt not loſe its Life, tho' a whole Nation 
ſuffer under the voracious Depredation. An 
Office, forſooth, tho' purchas'd under a vil- 
la inous Pretence, and founded on as vile an 
Inſtitution, mult not be aboliſh'd, durante vita, 
becauſe purchas'd of one, perhaps, that, if 

2 examin'd 


*The Mabometans make a religious Merit of pur- 
chafing Birds, &c. for no other Reaton but to ſet 'em at 


full Liberty, and fave their Lives, 
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examin'd into, had no more Right or Equity j 
in Law to fel], than Zack Kelch to diſpoſe of 
his more honourable Poſt. I am ſenſible a 
tinyEffort was made in a late Act to qualify all 1 
ſuch Gentlemen for Practice, intending per- ; 


| haps to diſtinguiſh between good and bad : ; 
But it only diſcover'd, to the Grievance and 4 
ö Shame of the Nation, that the Numbers were TP 
large enough to ruin the four Quarters of the 
| World, however unhappily confin'd to the 1 


miſerable Portion of Land that makes not a 
millionth Part of the whole. Perhaps a very 
few, whoſe Neceſſities render*d *em incapable 
of compaſſing the Badge (and who being ne- 
ceſſitous were the more likely to be honeſt ) 
might ſtand excluded, and loſe the Opportu- 
nity of being enter'd into the infernal Hierar- 
chy, altho* they might have pleaded, per- 
haps, ſome Title from Clerk-ſhip : But {till 
there appear*d upon theLiſt a Band of Veterans 
adequate to the Work, had the Sins of the 
Nation calPd for ſpeedieſt Judgment. | 
If the Fraternity, from firſt to laſt, ſhould 
think me too ſevere ; before I enter into fur- 
ther Diſquifition, I would humbly move to 
have an Engliſbman's Liberty, and aſk ſome 
Queſtions, that will, in my Opinion, be 
found not altogether impertinent to the Mat- 
ter in Hand. And firſt, for my better Go- 
vernment, I would deſire to know of theſe 
Sages, the Extenſiveneſs cf their Fraternity ; 
that is, whether the Finiſher of the Law has 
| not 
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not a Plea or Claim as well as the Beginner; 
the Hangman, as well as the Catchpole? 
And if the Force of Truth (and Equity and 
good Conſcience for Reaſons very obvious 
ſhall ſtand apart) ſhould oblige *em to anſwer 
in the Affirmative, I ſha]l humbly requeſt, 
that they would pay an equal Deference to 


that ſublime Profeſſor, and pull off their Hats 


whenever he goes about his proper Buſineſs ; 
and, in the mean Time, that they behave 


with the ſame Conſcience truly ſcrupulous to 
him-wards, as they have always done to thoſe 


of the next Station, whenever they have been 
charg'd as Infractors of the Law. 
I know ſome of the over-grown ones have 
pleaded the Scandalouſneſs of appearing con- 
cern'd in a Penal Act: But if ſuch Semi-Lo- 
Po would give themſelves, for once, a 
ittle Leiſure of Conſideration, they would 
not deem that ſcandalous which had paſs'd the 
Sanction and Debate of a whole Legiſlature ; 
and for that Reaſon, for the Good of a Na- 
tion, which conſiſts in the faithful Execution 
of its Laws, would drop the low Claims from 
Affinity and Relation, as Brethren of the 
Quill, and make the Catchpole ſenſible, chat 
it he dares to infringe an Act of Parliament, 
Puniſhment, as far as that enacts, ſhall be his 
Dole, and exert their utmoſt Efforts: Not 
that I wouid have any of thoſe Gentlemen 
practiſe or plead, as once was the laudable 
Uſage in Old Rome, gratis: No! to gratify 
„ their 
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þ their Conſciences, which I know, generally 
If Don king, lie pretty near the Bottom of their 
1 Pockets, if any Client preſents in forma pau- 
tris, let him boldly aſſert his original Title 
o Want of Charity, and ſlip his Neck out of 
one Collar to reſerve it for another : But if 
the fair Ingredients are preſented: {as the M. 
D's fay,. to a gaantum ſufjicil) in my Opinion 
every Profeſlor of the Law that declines a Suit, 
which is fairly countenanced by a publick 
Act, ſhould, by a new Act made for that 1 
Purpoſe, either leſſen the Number of Locuſts 
by a publick Reſignation, or be liable to pay A 
full Coſts and Damages to the offering Client 10 
; 
f 


8 


(and that too in a Meaſure the Criminal 
Catchpole was liable too) for pretending to 
AIcc(t his own little Reputation and Opinion in 
Competition with the Senſe of a whole Par- 
A 1 

I cannot leave this Head, however, with- 
out obſerving, that tho? the Gentlemen afore- 
ſaid are ſo ſqueamiſh of engaging for a Client, 
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f in a Cauſe which they iniquitouſly ſtile ſcandal- 1 
| ous, becauſe againſt a Catchpole, thoſe Cri- 0 


minal Favourites of theirs never want Practi- 
| ſors of both Sorts, to keep their Rogueries in 
| 


en 
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Countenance, by patronizing their Villainies. 
The Cubs of the Profeſſion are not their only 

= Protectors. But even the Holland Coif, and 
1 Long Sleeve take the Criminals into their 
39 Protection, and recommend with Paſſion their 
1 pityful Caſes, (too pity ful, one would think 
| N 
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for Men of Penetration to compaſſionate) to 
the Compaſſion of the Bench. Such nice 
Diſtinguiſhers of Merit are thoſe Gentlemen, 
that tliey invert the Intention of the Law, 
and render an Oppreſſor of the Oppreſs'd. 
But Conſanguinity carries always in it ſome- 
what contagious; and Partiality, with ſome 
Sort of Men, will ever wear the Face of a 
Sort of Juſtice. 

But leſt I ſhould anticipate my ſecond 

ueſt ion, I would ſecondly crave Leave to 
aſk, Whether, to make their Objection plau- 
ſible, they can pretend to any Claim or Title 
to that indelible Charactor, which moſt ot 
them make ſo very flight of, and ridicule in a 
more ſacred Order. If not, I would defire 
to aſk further, Why are they ſo abſtemious, 
under ſuch Daily Opportunities, of proſecu- 
ting ſuch Delinquents among their more im- 
mediate Brotherhood, whoſe Crimes are fla- 
grant enough to diſgrace the Gallows, and 


whoſe Puniſhment conſequently mult termin- 


ate in their trueſt Praiſe. Without any Strech 
either of Faith or Charity, I can believe and 
hope there are ſome of that great Multitude 
who both deſerve and deſire the Charactors of 
honeſt Men. Can ſuch, then, imagine it 
will not redound to their Credit, as well as 
Intereſt, to have the ſcabby Part of the Flock 
dliſt inguiſh'd by a laudable Separation? 
Would it not be the readieſt Way to remove 
the general Odium ? and re: eſtabliſn the 

B 4 Reputation 
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Reputatoin of a Profeſſion, that, under the 
Cloud of a Multitade of Laws, will always 
be neceſſary, or at leaſt till thoſe Laws, to 
the Relief ofa ſuffering People, are happily 
reduc'd to a narrower and more compendious 
Compaſs? Do the Pettifoggers, Barretors, 


or Champertey Men add any Luftre to the 


Fraternity ? Or can they hold them neceſſary, 
like Foiles, to ſet off the Gloſs of brighter 
Jewels? And Jewels they muſt be eſteemed, 
tew as they are, who act with Integrity and 
Firmneſs, as well as Fairneſs to their Cli- 
ents. | 

Whenever I meet with ſach a fair Pract- 
iſer (in the real Senſe) I am ſo far from load- 
ing him with the Demerits of others, that 
I am ready to think myſelf in another World; 
and am framing in my Imagination an ap- 


proaching Era, that may be beneficial, as 


well as honourable, to my native Country, 
I begin to paint in my Fancy a long Farewel 
to Oppreſſion ; and ſeem to ſee the Widow 


and Fatherleſs eating their Bread without 


any Commixture of Tears. I fancy the e- 
chanical Part of their Brother Operators, 
who of Tapſters, Weavers, Taylors, and 
Joiners, commenc'd Attornies, to the Ruin 
of Thouſands of Clients as ignorant as them- 
ves, all return'd to their original Occupa- 
tions, and the Nation fo far reliev'd of a 
Burden. But, alas ! on Recollection, I am 


overtaken with Apprehenſion and Fear: F . 
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if ſo ſmall a Number as Ten might have ſav'd 
Sodom and Gomorrah, I cannot but cry within 
myſelf, What a vaſt Superfluity have under 


the late Act qualify*d themſelves for Sollict- 


tors and Attornies | 
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So much as to Practiſors in general. I 
ſhall now proceed to point out the Calamities 
attending the Clients from the Mal-Practice 
of their Lawyers. But who can ſuſtain the 
Labour? Search City and Country —— Take 
the Complaints of the Widow and Fatherleſs 
Do not neglect the honeſt Tradeſman, 
or reject the poor Farmer ; —— and perhaps 
they may produce you Volumes, that alone 
may out bulk the Body of our Laws. I had 
once a Thought of ſetting about a Collection 
of this Nature, in order to publiſh it, for the 
Inſtruction of my loving Countrymen, and 
my poor Fellow-Sufferers.— ]! had more 
than my own Inclination to preſs me forward; 


ſeveral of my Acquaintance goading me on 


with the Glory, and ſome with the Advan- 
tage, of the Undertaking : Bur juſt as I be- 
gun to draw towards a Reſolution, I perceiv*d 
at my Elbow a more than a Cozen of one of 
thoſe who was like to make a conſiderable 
Figure in my Collection; and he had got, 
between his Finger and Thumb, a Piece ot 
Parchment, with a Couple of Seals at the End 
of it, call'd a Latlitat, which he brandiſh'd 
in the Air by way of Terror. Nevertheleſs, 
tho' it ſerv'd to affrighten my over- weak 
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Supporters, it no farther intimidated me, 


than to poſtpone the Work till I could, by 
my Pains and Care, render it thoroughly com- 


- Pleat. It there ſhould happen to be any 


Reader of this Book, that finds himſelf in- 
ſpir'd with ſufficient Motives to encourage 
the Labour, my Collection is too far ad- 
vanc'd to be the Sacrifice of Fear and Ap- 
prehenſion, 

But to go on with my Diſcoveries, The 
firſt great Evil, and perhaps the Original of 
all, is the nabe Encouragement theſe 
human Vultures find in all their Proceedings. 
The Law, as it is now manag'd, ſeems no 


more than a Game at Tennis; where Supe- 


riors and Inferiors play into one another's 
Hands, and divide the Stakes, tho' the Mo- 
ney come ail out of other People's Pockets. 
i confeſs it is pretty enough, tho' nothing new, 
to ſce the Catchpole and his Brother the Viti- 
Iirigator go Snacks: But it muſt raiſe Indig- 
nation in every honeſt Heart, to underſtand 
the Court, in its Officers, come in for a Di- 
vidend. It is well known that every Subject 
contributes towards the Increaſe of Stipends : 
Why then ſhould he be cxcis'd for the Under- 
lings? Can it be deny'd that this Encroach- 
ment is the Foſter-Father of others? It muſt 
be a very ſtrong Principle of Honeſty, that 

can feſiſt the Profitable Perſuaſions of bad 
Example. Bat, alas! as not one in ten thou- 


land that ever trouble themſelves with any 


Principle 
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INTRODUCTION. ir 
Principle but that of Mammon (viſible in 
their Bills as well as Practice) what a Deluge 
of Encroachment and Fxtortion are the poor 
Subjects of this Kingdom liable to! Get or loſe 
the Cauſe, there is little Difference; and the 
Man had Wit in his Sign-Poſt Satire, tho” it 
diſguſted his Honour, his Landlord, even to 
the Diſcharge of a very good Tenant. 

But it may be offer'd againſt this Objection 
of Extortion, That common Practice muſt 
acknowlege a Remedy in the Maſters Taxing 
of Bills, A pretty Remedy indeed ! which 
ſtiÞ brings Grit to the Genera], or, if you 
pleaſe, to the Manour, Mill, and lays the 
Oppreſsd under freſh Loads of Oppreſſion. 
The crafty Gameſters know well enough the 
Dice they throw with ; and the Client muſt 
have great good Luck, if he does not find 
the Doctor his Portion. However, this we 
are all ſure of, by woful Experience, that to 
tax a ſmall Bill, the Play will not pay the 


Candle. Therefore, the little Vermin are 


ſure to elude the Trap; and as for the great 
— there is ſuch a Certainty of Charge and 
Attendance, and ſuch an Uncertainty (from 
what is not yet ripe enough for naming) of 


taking off a ſixth Part, to entitle him to the 


Colts, ſo as to compenſate the Pains and Ha- 
zard, that I have known ſenſible Men ſubmit 
to one Rapine, rather than riſque a ſecond, 
It is very certain, this Indolence, or Over- 
Caution of theirs, has given ſome Encou- 

ragement 


12 INTRODUCTION. 


ragement to the iniquitous Part of the Fra- 
ternity to perſiſt in their Ways, and will re- 
main irremediable, till ſome penal Statute 
diſqualify for ever every Infractor. 

It was no ill Advance towards a Remedy, 
to this and many other- like Evils, which a late 


Houſe of Commons propos'd in the fixing 


the ſeveral Fees of every Officer in every Ot- 
fice. Had they proceeded, it might have 
done ſomewhat towards Redreſs: But, un- 


leſs they had at the ſame Time ſettled the 


Price of a vulgar Attorney's Letter, and li- 
mited the Number and Value of their moſtly 
unprofitable Attendances (to their Clients I 
mean) the Neceflity of Taxing would have 
remain'd, and the Taxer, as a Brother of the 
Quill, muſt be an uncommon good Man, 
that will over-look Conſanguinity and Rela- 
tion, to do Juſtice to a Stranger. When 1 
mention Conſanguinity and Relation, I muſt 
not be underſtood to mean in a natural, but 
political Senſe; of which if we grant that In- 
tereſt is the Baſis, all natural Claims will, 
among this Set of Gentry, be found to be 
Foibles. As I hinted before, the Ties of 


Relation are Sacred even in a Catchpole 


whoſe Infractions of the Law are only Badges 
of his Conſanguinity, and accordingly enact 
Compaſſion and Aſſiſtance. It carries the 
Mark of a Free Maſon with it; with this 
Difference only, that as one plays the Fool 
with Oaths, the other plays the Knave by 
| Cuſtom, 


— 
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Cuſtom, and pleads Preſcription for it : But 


theſe muſt all paſs for Pecadillos, with thoſe . 


light-finger'd Gentry, who defalk a Guinea 
in two of what the Client allow'd for the Bar- 
riſter to plead his Cauſe. I perſuade myſelf, 
ia prima facie, this will appear ſomewhat 
monſtrous ; nevertheleſs I dare appeal for the 
Truth of at, even to the Gown-men them- 
- ſelves. It is true, it is ſomewhat againſt the 
'* pada Conventa of the Tribe, if not a Sort of 

prey ing on their own Kind: But for all that, 


lam able to produce Vouchers, if the Gentle- 


men injur'dſhould be unwilling to vouch ag ainſt 
a Brother; tho? in this Caſe, perhaps, they 
will not be found ſo very backward. Well; 
but, ſay they, there is even here a Remedy, 
and if you fee Council, and move the Court, 
it may be you will be order'd your Money 
back. Thus it is but a may be at the belt: 
® Yet where, I wonder, had been that may be 
Satisfaction, if it had not been very acciden- 
tally diſcover'd? The Lawyer would have 
pleaded according to his Pay (for they are all 
perfect Sis in Diſcipline) and the Client, for 
want of ſome due Emphaſis or other, had un- 
dergone the Slur, and Charge perhaps of a 
Non-Suit, or ſome other litigious Procraſtina- 
t10N, 

A late Act, indeed, provides, that every like 
Malverſation ſhall be mulcted with Tranſpor- 
tation : But who, I wonder, can prove that 
ever any Defaulter was ſo puniſh'd ? A right 


Judge's 
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Judge's Clerk would never admit that ſo egre- 
gious a Perquiſite ſhould be ſo abſcinded. 
The Emolument of his Pocket 1s much pre- 
ferable to that of the Nation; and, altho' he 
calls his Maſter Lord, he will not ſtick, on 
all Occaſions, to evince himſelf fo much Lord 
of his Maſter, as to make his great Reputa- 
tion almoſt every way ſubſervient to his own 
Intereſt. In ſhort, the Judge is the Mouth 
of the Law ; but a right good Clerk will 
take care to have the Management of every 
Orifice about him. The Queſtion Yeſpaſian 
put to Tus, on offering to his Smell ſome 
Monies that had been the Product of the Ster- 
corian Duties, is never out of his Memory, 
but ready at hand for Application whenever 
reprimanded: And reprimanded he may be 
ſometimes, tho? rarely, very rarely, puniſh'd, 
be his Demerits never ſo flagrant. 
There are, doubtleſs, many yet greater 
Hardſhips attending the unfortunate Client, 
than are here touch'd upon; but, as I ſhall 
be oblig'd to mention ſome of them, when 1 
come to make ſome uſeful Obſervations on the 
Practice and Proceedings of our Lawyers in 
their ſeveral Courts, I ſhall only dilate upon 
one or two which affect the Client univerſally, 
and which bad Lawyers, however found to be 
| tardy in, as the Law is now circumſtanc'd, 
| never did, nor, if they can help it, ever will, 


make my Satisfaction for. 
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INTRODUCTION. 15 
And the firſt ſhall be, The Loſs of Writ- 


| ings, whether Deeds, Bonds or other Articles 


material inthe Cauſe depending. I remember, 
about two Years ago, while the Reforming 
Bill was in the Houſe, I mentioned this among 


other Things to a Member, and a very active 


one, who thought it highly reaſonable that 
the Lawyer ſhould be made reſponſible 3 and 
ſaid he would propoſe it to the Committee: 
But the ſudden End of that Seſſion put an End 
to all at that Time, and the Time has not 
yet come that has brought any Thing like it 


; Upon the Stage. However, to evince the 
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Reaſonableneſs of making either Attorney or 
Sollicitor reſponſible for all Writings entruſted 
to his Care, I ſhall iſſue this Head with a- 
Tranſaction within my own Knowledge. A 
Sollicitor in Chancery, an honeſt Man as 4 
Times go, and well vers'd in Buſineſs (tho' in 
the Caſe in hand a little ſupine) was employ'd 
by a Friend of mine to file his Bill. The 
Equity of the Bill was founded on Articles 
ſign'd between the Plaintiff and Defendant 
ſome Time before. Soon after the Filing of 
the Bill, and a little before the putting in the 
ſaid Anſwer, the Sollicitor for the Plantiff, 


leaving his Bag as uſual with the Woman of 


the Coffee-houſe he made ule of, a Trickſter 
on the other Side finds Means, ſome Way or 
other, to rummage the Bag, and take out the 
very Articles on which all the Equity was 
founded. In ſhort, ſoon after an Anſwer was 

put 
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the whole Equity was deny'd. The Sollicitor 
= was very ſure that he had had the Articles in 


. his Poſſeſſion; but that was not ſufficient : 


For which Reaſon, and for fear of expoſing 


N e that he could not think any other ways 


* 


ilty than of Careleſſneſs, my Friend dropt 
9. the Cauſe, upon the Sollicitor's agreeing to 
Pay Coſts. © But ſure it can never be pretended 
185 155 that this Over-Lenity of my Friend ought to 
De brought into Precedent, The Lot might 
| Hare fallen upon a Man whoſe Ruin it might 
have been; and in ſuch Caſe, if Law was 
> Heficient, Equity itſelf was ſufficient to have 
0 e him Juſtice. 
8 ut there is yet another Enormity more 
ant than the laſt mention'd ; and that is, 
when a fair Practiſer, as they call them, after 
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e bas had Money enough to bring the Cauſe 
tea Hearing, juſt in the very Criſis —elopes 
| i= +8 re Client, and leaves him in Danger of being 

i non: ſuited, or of paying Coſts for Default of 

going on to a Hearing. One would think 
|| 1 there were not ſuch Rogues as theſe to be 
111 found u the Face of the Earth ; _— but 
the Engl Law is a prolifick Parent. Not 
that would engroſs the Honour tomy Coun- 
| 5 ee For, on Ex rience J can fay it, 


Albis Nature in a Degree next above the Com- 


* —— : But, according to their cuſtomary 
"I Aion, they mimick their beloved Brethren 
e : the 
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INT RODUCTION. r7 
the French, and do all Things in the Civil 
Mode and Manner. But whether Bribery, 
Pear, or Extortion be the Parent of this De- 
reliction, or if Indolence or Pleaſure (as your 
very Cubs are mighty Party —— that Way) 
- it mult be granted, the ſuffering Client ought 
to have his Redreſs ſome more ſummary Way, 
than by moving a Court, and appealing to 
Judges who are in ſome Meaſure Parties againſt 
= Compenſation. | 

> This leads me to the laſt Head that I ſhall 
touch upon for the preſent. And that 
is, Their Diligence and Integrity; which, 
tho' intelligible Words in themſelves, appear 


= 
N * 


0 
* 
8 


1 wholly unintelligible in their Practice. I put 


* * 


| 7 them together, becauſe, in my Opinion, every 
M an that is Maſter of Integrity will be dili- 
gent. Every Cauſe is undoubtedly a Truſt 3 
and, according to the Condition of the Perſon, 
or the Importance or Value thereof, ever 
#Z ſuch Truſt ought to exact the Conſideration 
+ of the Perſon entruſted. If then by Neglect, 
I Inadvertence, or want of due Application, it 
can be legally prov'd, and to the Satisfaction 
of a Jury, that the Client has ſuffer'd, the 
Undertaker ought to pay full Coſts and Da- 
mages: Or if not in a Capacity to do that, 
be will hardly want the Aſſent of any honeſt 
MMan for his being ſent to a properer Employ- 
ment, to plant Tobacco in Virginia, or ſome -. 
> other of our Indian Plantations, There can 
be no Exciſe at all in the Puniſhment, if we 
$ IE conſider 
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_ conſider the Encouragement they all have, 


from even their reaſonable Fees.: For if 
under Allowances ſuiting a Gentleman, he 
will be guilty of Porterly Actions, who can 
grudge him Porter's Ulage. If it ſhould be 
ſtarted as an Objection, That ſuch Rigour 
will be a Diſcouragement to the young Pro- 
feſſors; I anſwer, There's no Danger of it. 


Some perhaps may be afraid; in which Caſe 


I doubt not, but all will agree, that every 
Leſſening is ſome Alleviation to the Evil. 


Thoſe who are of a more daring Spirit may 


perſiſt, and leave the Timorous to their 
fancy'd Genius of Poetry; which, in all Pro- 
bability, may produce ſome Ballads, or Bal- 


lad, that, to the Honour of the great Fra- 


ternity, may long ſurvive that of Moor of 


Moor-Hall that flew the Dragon of J/antley. 
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AVING diſengag'd myſelf 


| from ſome Company, t'other 
| Night, that had been too noiſy 
to be any Way engaging, 
* made my Retreat to my Study; 
and the idle Converſation having furniſh'd 
my Head with little worth ruminating on, 
in order to amuſe myſelf, I took the. firſt 
Book that came to Hand, which happened 
to be Don Quevedo's Viſions; the Viſion I 
open*d upon was that of tbe Catebpole poſſeis'd 1 
where, as in moſt of the reſt, is ſo much Sa- 
tire, intermix'd with ſo much moral Truth, 
as can never fail of giving Entertainment to 
any Mind given to Reflection. The Im- 
preſſion 
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preſſion it made on me was ſo ſtrong, that, 
after I had properly prepar'd myſelf, and 
compos'd me for Repoſe, the Soul, diſdain- 
ful of that Inactivity which was requiſite to 
the Support of its Hoſt the Body, carry'd 
me into Regions that I had betore been wholly 
a Stranger to. 

Methought I found myſelf in the midſt of 
a great Croud, in a very ſpacious Apartment, 
at the Upper-End whereof fate three venera- 
ble Perſons (venerable by Age, but more by 
Aſpect) advanc'd on Seats, to render them 
more conſpicuous to all the Company. Their 
every Look ſtruck me with Awe, ond natural- 


Ty led me to inquire of the very next to me, 


Who they were, and what they were going 
upon? Don't you know them? reply*d he; 

erhaps you ſoon may, to your Sorrow. 

or though this be a Day ſet apart for judging 
of Lawyers, yet theſe are they before whom 
all muſt appear, and by whoſe Sentence the 
Great, as well as Little, muſt abide. He in 
the Middle there is Minos; and Aacus and 
Rhadamanthus fit on each Hand. This Ac- 
count ſurpriz'd me with freſh Terror; 
which my Informant perceiving, added by 
way of Conſolation, that if I was no Lawyer, 


Is might adjourn my Apprehenſions to a further 
| _ 

Day; for that none but the Cauſes of ſuch 
N were then to come before them. I could 
not but take Notice, that all at that Time 
preſent were Engliſb, excepting a very few 
5 that 
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that came from an United Kingdom, who, I 
3 - underſtood afterwards, had wiſely left the 
Place of their Nativity, lay'd down their 
i Packs, which nevertheleſs had left on their 
Shoulders Marks of their former Vocation, 
and, under the Benefit of the Union, had tranſ- 
| planted themſelves in order to turn Attorneys 
and Barriſters. 
So ſoon as Silence had been thrice pro- 
| 1 claim'd, and all appear'd in a perfect Huſh 
the Clerk, who was a poor meagre lath- gut- 
ted Wretch, ſtood up, and holding a Paper 
in his Hand, which I ſuppos'd to be, as I 
| 9 after found it, a Liſt of the Criminals for that 
Sitting appointed for Trial, the firſt call'd 
upon was Peter Puzzlecauſe. The Fellow 
anſwer'd to his Call ready enough, and ad- 
'vanc'd with a Countenance that demonſtrated 
that Shame had not lately been of its Ac- 
= quaintance, No ſooner had Rhadamanthus 
cCaſt his Eye upon him, but, with a Sternneſs 
it very natural, he calPd to him, and told him, 
it T hat notwithſtanding a decent Aſſurance 
9 might become the Innocent, his conſumate 
bf is Front betoken'd Guilt rather then Innocence, 
and ſeem'd to threaten the Court that Juſtice 
itſelf was in ſome Danger of being Brow- beat. 
But, added he, conſider where and who you 
are before. Human Weakneſſes, though 
What we were not Strangers to while on 
Farth, were always the Slaves of Reaſon, the 
= Merit of which flation'd us here. As far as 


our 
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22 Law VISIONS. 
our Limits permit us, we ſhall be ready to 
ſhew Compaſſion : Bur, I muſt tell you, 
the full Antitheſis to Modeſty is by no Means 
the Way to gain it. 

The bold Vitilitigator, not at all mov'd at 
what would have confounded a Spirit of leſs 
Audacity, anſwer'd, That he had been ſworn 
and enter*d accordingly, purſuant to a late 
Act of Parliament, and therefore was come 
to put himſelf upon his Trial voluntarily, 


having for Diſpatch given the Clerk in Court 


his Fee to put him firſt upon the Lift. But 
Minos, jealous that ſome Trick might lie 
conceaPd under ſuch Over-Forwardneſs, 
mov*d that his Hearing might be poſtpor'd ; 
to which the other two aſſenting, Pugzlecduſe 
was ſet aſide to ſome future Hearing, and 


another call'd in his room. 
I was ruminating what ſhould be the Mean- 


ing of poſtponing the Trial of ſuch an Offender 


as he ſeem'd to be, when turning about, be- 
fore I could aſk the Queſtion, the Cryer call'd 
out Sinall; I remember'd one of the Name, 


a true Stapler in Law, and that drew my Eyes 
to ſee if it was the ſame. So ſoon as ever he 
had clear'd his Eyes of their original Rheum, 
and wip'd his Noſe (for he always was Maſter 
of a runing Brain, or at leaſt what he call'd 
Brain, was always that Way a runing) he de- 
manded, Attorney-like, an Account of his 
Charge. An Account of your Charge? ſaid 


the grim Officer; Why, here's an Indict- 
ment 
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ment fix Yards long] never heard of the 
Fellow of it, unleſs it was that of a Leucopibian 
Lawyer, which coming before a /ad Judge, 


its Length had the Luck to be made Matter 


of Innocence. My Lords, cry'd S&inall, 
with a ſqueaking Sort of Vociferation, Is not 
this a Sort of foreclo/ing the Court? Upon 
which Minos call'd out to the Clerk — Read 


Raad. 


1 remember, Champertney, Barratry, 


Subornation and Perjury were ſome of the 


Heads of the Charge; but what ſtuck moſt 
upon the poor Cull was, that he had once car- 
"ried on a Cauſe for a Perſon in Priſon, and 
when he had recover'd Debt, Coſts and 
Charges, Nipt his Client, and ſlunk the Whole 
into his own Pocket. The Evidence was ſo 


4 | full, that Skinall was put to his whole Troop 


51 


1 of Evaſions and Quibbles; notwithſtanding 


all which, the Judges unanimouſly decreed 
him Taxntalus's Puniſh ment, only changing the 


Element of Water into that of Fire. 


So ſoon as he was carry'd away out of 
Court to the Place of his warmer Ordeal, the 


Clerk in Court calPd another; but none 
* anſwering to the Name, Enquiry was made 
what was become of him; The Jailor, aſſur'd 


of an Impoſſibility of any Eſcape, was leaving 
the Court to make a Search, when one of his 


4 . meeting him. acquainted the Court, 


is 


* that the poor Mein conſcious of his own 
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A Notion we ſee 
too often prevalent on Earth, where Men fre- 
quently, to prevent preſent Miſery, immerge 


themſelves eternally. 
After a little Pauſe, the Clerk in Court was 


24 


order'd to call the next in the Roll ; who 


happen'd, when on Earth, to be a very Med- 
ley of a Man. As ſoon as he had heard his 
Indictment read, he demurr'd to the Validity 


of the Proceſs, as being charg'd as a Lawyer, 


when it was very well known he had never 


acted in any other Capacity than as a common 


Catchpole. For this, he offer'd in Evidence 
ſeveral Perſons ſtanding near him: But Minos 
enquiring into their Profeſſions, found them 
all of his own Tribe, Upon which Minos 
rejoyn'd, that as in their own native Country 
all Butchers were debarr'd from being upon 


Juries of Life and Death, ſo it had been a 


Rule immemorial in theſe lower Regions, 
never, on any Occaſion, to admit as Evidence 
any Catchpole. And as to the Error which 


he pretended was in the Indictment, the 


Judges appeal'd to an able Practiſer then in 
Court; who depos'd, upon Oath, that a 
Catchpole and a Lawyer were ever by the 
Learned deemed ſynonymous. Minos was 
hereupon going on to a Tryal, in order to 
Sentence, when the Brotherhood rais'd an 
Uproar, which ſeem'd to threaten not only a 
Diſturbance to the Court, but to endanger the 


Conſtitution, Immediately, on a Sign given, 


ruſh'd 
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ce adminiſtred to him large Experience of her 
705 various Qualifications, The Judges at firit 


ke ruſh'd in a horfed Regiment of Janizaries, 
re- who ſciz'd. them every one, and, purſuant to 
ge Order, carry'd them to the Lake reſerv'd for 
Atheiſts and Sodomites. | 
Vas They had hardly been hurry'd out of Court, 
ho when a little Cub of the Law, with as little 
d- Hair upon his Chin as Brains in his Head, 
his pertly advanc'd to the very Bar, ſaying, he 
ty was next Oars, and for that Reaſon came to 
cr, fſave them the Trouble of calling him. He 
er had in his Hand a Midwife and Evidence both 
on in one, who having been his Client, had 


m _* {tood a little aghaſt at the Aſſurance of the tiny 
905 Creature: But at laſt bidding the Clerk read, 
ry •⁰ they found little Maſter, however green in 


on Fears, had come up to the moſt adult in 


a Mammonical Merits and Acquiſitions. The 
S, » fudge was going to give Sentence, When the 
Ce forward Cub ſolicited hard to be heard by him- 
ch ſelf or Council. In Compaſſion to his Youth, 
ne the Court indulg'd him: When, witha Hem 
in or two to introduce Utterance, he defir'd them 
a to conſider, that he had not been long a 
ne Practiſer before he was calb'd off the Stage, 
as and that it was excuſable in Youth if, ambi- 
to tious to arrive to be conſiderable, he had 


ſtuck at no Means to gain Riches for a Foun- 
| = 2 - X 
a dation. A good Foundation, my Lords, 
1 continued he, is, in my Opinion, the moſt 


n, =» promiſing Method to raiſe a good Superſtruc- 
q C ture 5 
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ture; and therefore I held myſelf oblig'd, in 
Nature, as well as Profeſſion, per fas & nefas, 
as the Learned have it, to difplay a double 
Diligence in my Function. True it is, I 
may have gone aſide from the rigid Rules of 
Honeſty and Integrity: But then have 1 not 
to plead in Mitigation, my Lords, Cuſtom 
and Preſcription ? My Maſter taught me, to 
be ſure, nothing but what he was taught by 
his Maſter, and ſo ad infinitum: If, therefore, 
all have err'd by Precedent and Example, the 
Law, and not its Followers, are to be reſpon- 


| fible, Beſides, ſaid he, and was going on, 


when Rhadamanthus ſtarted up, and bad him 
hold his Babbling, and conſider he was not 
before Judges that were to be wheedled or 
_ prevaricated out of their Senſes : Ill Example, 
ſaid he, is not to be pleaded as Precedent in 
this Court: For whoever follows a Multitude 
to do ill, will be ſure to reap the Fruits of it 
in an equitable Share of the Puniſhment due to 
their Demerits. You had Reaſon to guide 
you; if you had not, and wanted that, with 
ſomewhat elſe, why did you undertake a 
Calling you were no ways qualified for? In 
ſhort, the Signal was immediately given, 
v ken erter'd four of the horn'd Zanizaries with 
a Blanket, in order to clear all the Avenues 
to his Underſtanding ; aſter which preparatory 


Furgation, he was left to his Option, whether 


to boil with /carus, or try with Phaeton. He 
wouid fain (and forwardly enough) have 


X 2 


made 
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made an Execution- Speech for the Inſtruction 
was not at 
hand totake the Minutes, the Court refus'd to 
indulge him. 1 

Scarce was the Court got clear of him, 


When the Hall rebounded with an aſtoniſhing 


Din and Clamour of, Room! Room! The 


Judges themſelves at firft were under ſome 
little Conſternation; till they obſerv'd, ad- 
vancing in the Middle of the Hall, a Perſon of 
no little Appearance, with two Tipſtaves be- 
fore him to clear the Way. Charon had taken 
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away from them the Staves of their Office ; 
but, inſtead thereof, had given each of them 
a Fly-flap to keep the Breezes from repaying, 
before the appointed Time, their unconſcion- 
able Voracities upon the Sores of their unfor- 
tunate Fellow-Creatures. Their Lord, as 
they call'd him, was ſtately in his Step as well 
as Perſon 3 and advanc'd directly up to the 
Judges, as if he expected to be admitted to 
take his Seat, But the Bar-keeper, ſtopping 
him, aſk'd his Buſineſs? Is there nothing, 
laid the Shade, to be expected in this Region 
but Rudeneſs? The Ferryman, continued he, 
begun the Dance, and would not admit me 
into his Boat till he had ſtript me of my 
Lambſkin; and when ſtripp'd, it was with 
much ado I obtain'd the Favour of bringing 
it along with me under my Arm. It was to 
put it on, that I might properly appear before 
your Serenities (addreſſing himſelf to the 

C 2 Judge; 


* 
9 
"NY 


28 Law VISIONS. 


Judges) that I ſtay'd by the Way, to the 
End that at firſt View you might diſcover our 
Relation by the Tokens. — Rhadamanthus, 
offended at ſo much matchleſs Arrogance, 
cut him ſhort by telling him, Relation here 
was of no Avail; nor could they, by the Rules 
of the Court, admit him to his Trial till the 
Arrival of proper Witneſſes, However, be- 
cauſe he ſeem'd in haſte, they had always 
ready drawn proper Interrogatories, upon 
which, if he was willing to anſwer, they ſhould 
be read to him in open Court. With an Air 
of Indignation, mixt with Contempt, he at firſt 
rejected the Propoſal; till finding there was 
no Way of avoiding it, he deſir'd to hear 
them. Upon which the Clerk took them 
into his Hand, and, with an audible Voice, 
read as follows. Firit, Did you never take, 
or allow to be taken by any belonging to you, 
any Bribe, Gratuity, or Reward, to the De- 
lay or Deviation of Juſtice ? Secondly, Did 
you never lend an Ear to Might againſt Right: 
Or give a hard Sentence on the Cauſe of the 
Poor to curry Favour with the Rich ? Thirdly, 
Did you always maintain the Right of the 
Widow and Fatherleſs againſt their Op- 
preſſors? Fourthly, Did you never go Snacks 
with any of your Clerks in their Exceedings ? 
On reading the laſt, he grew quite out of Pa- 
tience, ſaying, ſuch Interrogatories were never 
exhibited to a Perſon of his Rank before: 


They did not treat him in Quality, he cry d. 
Yes, 


we 
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to correct this Saucineſs to his Maſter, with a 
Knock, when methought a File or two of the 
horn'd Fanizaries fell upon them, and cry'd, 
one all, Away with them! Away with them 
to their Brother Caſchele! The Conteſt and 


Clamour wak'd me; but in ſuch a Fright, 


that I have hardly yet recover'd it. 
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Yes, yes, ſaid the Cryer, Hales and Holt 
will tell you they anſwer'd to the lame 3 if ever 
you get to ſpeak with them. One of the Tips, 
thinking himſelf in his old Station, was going 
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: Beautiful Lady of my Acquaintance 
A ſtarted Yeſterday, in Converſation, an 
Aſſertion as extravagant as ever I heard, That 
he could dream when, and of what fhe pleas d. 
I only return'd to my fair Aſſerter, that then 
I made no Doubt but ſhe always took Care to 
furniſh herſelf with none but pleaſant Dreams; 
at which ſhe bluſh'd, and oblig'd me, in 
Decency, to ſuſpend my carrying on that 
Converſation any further. Iconfeſs I know 
many.of my Male Acquaintance, that can, 
and do, dream all their Lives, awake as well 
as aſleep : But whether, notwithſtanding they 
are fo great Proficients in dreaming, they can 
dream, whenever they pleaſe, of what they 
pleaſe, never having aſk*d them the Queſtion, 

IJ am not able to inform my Reader. How- 
ever I diſclaim any ſuch Capacity; and, formy 
own Part, could be content not to dream as 
long as I liv'd, rather then be tormented with _ 
a Progeny of Dreams, which my renewing 
my Acquaintance with Don Quevedo ſeems ro 
have furniſh'd me with. The double-ſighted 7 
Wizards of the North can hardly be under 1 


2... * — py — G n — 
, — 
' "20s 


er — 


— — — — - rr 


more Terror than I am, whenever I lay myſelf 
to Reſt. | it 3 
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It was but laſt Night, that, coming home 


ſo weary that I could hardly wait undreſſing, 


with a ſhort Ejaculation I threw myſelf into 


þ Bed, and fell into as profound a Sleep as 
M earineſs and Watchfulneis could have wiſh'd' 


for. I was immediately, to my thinking, got 
into the old Apartment, and before the old 
Company. The Cryer had thrice, with an 


uſual O Des, call'd for Silence, and pull'd our. 
> his Roll, when I heard the Name of Puzzle- 
cauſe call'd over again: I could not but ob- 


ſerve that at the very Inſtant, a Troop of 
ragged Wretches made through the Croud, 
and one before them, elbowing on both Sides, 
and crying out, Make Room for the Wit- 
neſſes. Peter Puzzlecauſe ſeem'd to have 
elop'd much of his former Intrepidity, and, 
hanging his Tail like a Dog that had ſtole 
Mutton, was endeavouring to edge himſelf 
out of Court: But all his Endeavours were 
vain 3 the Witneſſes had got him in Ken, 
and would not ſuffer him to move a Foot. 
The firſt that ſpoke, tho? now of a dejected 
Aſpect, addreſſing herſelf to the Judges, told 
them, She was left a Widow with four Chil- 
dren, under the comfortable Situation, how- 
ever, of a Coach, and a pretty Eſtate to ſup- 
Port it; but that thin-gutted Fellow, 
lays ſhe, pointing to Peter, wheedled me into 
a Law-ſuit, the Charges of which, under his 
Management, ſwallow'd up all, fand not only 
left me in my old Age to trudge it a- foot, bud 


oy | my 
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my poor Children to the Alms of the Pariſh, 
till they were able to ſupport me and them- 
ſelves by their daily Labour. In my Vexation 
of Spirit, I happen'd to call him Rogue, for 
which the tap-dropping, weaverly Raſcal, in 
hopes to compleat my Ruin, brought his 
Action. And ruin me it did indeed effec- 
tually ; tho? the honeſt Jury gave him but 
Two-pence Damages, which the Judge on the 
Bench ſaid was all too much. But what 
avail'd it all? The very Coſts made me {ell 


my Bed from under me, without any other 
Revenge upon that vile Wretch, tham a little 


Shame, which had ſhook Hands with him 


from his very Cradle. My Witneſſes, an't 


pleaſe your Lordſhips, are here in Court, 
ready to prove every Tittle ; for all which I 
doubt not your Juſtice. She had hardly ut- 


ter'd, when there was heard a continu'd Buzz 


oi And I And I== And 1, for at leaſt the 
Space of ten Minutes; when Silence being 


aloud demanded, Minos ſpoke in this Manner 


to the Criminal at the Bar; You hear hat 
is lay'd to your Charge; what ſay you for 
yourſelf ? But Peter was ſo confounded at the 


| Noiſe, and the terrible Appearance againſt 


him, that he ſubmitted to the Mercy of the 
Court; upon which he was ordered to the 


ſulphureous Pit ordain'd for all ſuch as oppreſs 
the Widow and Fatherleſs. However, at the 


Motion of the poor Widow, a fiery Chariot 
was 
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was directed, that as he had liv'd on Earth in 
Riot and Rapine, he might ride in Pomp 
and Triumph to his everlaſting Diſtruction. 
Some of the Aud P; ſeeming to regret that 
their Complaints had not been heard, Mi 0s, 


who obſerv'd it, told them plainly, that as 


there needed no Exaggerations of ſuch flagrant 


Demerits, ſo the Puniſhments allotted were 
ſo full, and final, and ſo adapted to Mens 


Crimes, that a ſeparate and particular Hear- 


ing of every Witneſs could only be attended 


with great Loſs of Time to the Court, and 
- defer the Puniſhments of other Delinquents 


there attending, The Reaſon of the Thing 
prevail'd with many of them, nevertheleſs 
there were not a few who went away grum- 
bling, that the Honour of the Revenge they 
aim'd at, was transferr'd to another. 

The Cryer hereupon calPd aloud for ano- 
ther; and who ſhould it be but little Huy? 


His Name was proclaim'd thrice before any 


Anſwer was made: But ſoon after the third 
Time, a thrill Voice was heard to ſay, Here 
am I. The Court was angry that he had 
given them ſuch Interruption, to which he 


© boldly reply*d in Abatement, That he had 
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been there attending upwards of two Hours, 
for which he hop'd he might be allow'd to 
charge twice Six and Eight-pence. But be- 
ing demanded to produce his Credentials, a 
tat Hoſteſs ofa Landlady, and a Fool of a 
pretty Widow (the Profits of whoſe Cauſe, as 


C5 well 
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well as her Perſon, he had converted to his 
own Emolument) voluntarily preſented them- 
ſelves, and confeſs'd they had engag*d him in 
female Dalliances, ſo that he could not obey 
the Call any ſooner. Minos order'd the Evi- 
dences away to the Pit provided for imperti- 
nent Impenitents; and was going to ſend Huky 
to a ſeparate Lake reſerv'd tor the Lyars. 
Thelittle Lawyer objected to the Juſtice of 
the laſt, declaring it as his eſtabliſh*d Opinion, 
that if a little Tergiverſation was to be pu- 
niſn'd in that Manner, they would do well to 
provide the largeſt Lake in their whole Domi- 
nions : For, on Examination, they would find, 
there was not one Lawyer in the Univerſe, 
who did not make it an Article in his Creed 
to falſity his Word; nay that had not, as 
well as he, under the ſpecious Pretence of a 
Multitude of Buſineſs, neglected the Cauſe of 


a poor confiding Client, to waſte their Car- 
caſes, and their own ill-got Spoils, in Dal- 


liances of Intemperance and Riot. Rhada- 
manthus, riſing up in a violent Rage, call'd out, 
Away with him, Away with him; the Lyars 
Lot is not hot enough Diſpatch him to 
the Manſions prepar'd for the Impenetrable ; 
and let the Tormentors apply their burning 
Pinchers to every Part, that in a gradual 
Puniſhment he may experience the Variety of 
his vaſt Demerits. Immediately he was hur- 
ry'd away ſqueak ing, and crying as he went, 
O that I bad thought it! 
| | Coni- 
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1 Conthorough, who had been preſent all the 
Time of the laſt Hearing, on Call of his. 
Name advanc'd boldly up to the Bar, and, 
without any Queſtion aſk'd, began to offer 
in his own Favour, That for his Part he had 
never told a Lye in his Life. That's a Rap». 
per, cry'd one next to him, tho? the greateſt 
perhaps in his Budget. How often, by your 
own Appointment, have I waited on you for 
your own Opinion in my Caſe ? And how often 

\ have you diſappointed me? Till upon juſt 
- Grounds of Jealouſy J ſcrutiniz'd into the 
Matter, and found that my Adverſary had 
fill'd your Fiſts full of Delay; and got the 
long Vacation upon me, by the Loſs of Three 
Terms, before I could have your Opinton to - 
found my Briefs upon. If theſe are Lyes, 
reply*d Coniborougb, I do not underſtand what 

a Lye is. But, my Lords, as to female Dal- 


liances, the capital Crime of my laſt Brother, 


I am wholly innocent, no Man more. —I never 
> knew any of the Sex but my own dear Wife 
Sand her ſo decently, that I dare aver ſhe 

will not accuſe me of much Wantonneſs. 

Tijis true, ſhe put me to the Expence of a 
Footman, whom ſhe took a deal of Pains with, 
and dreſs'd up after her own Manner: But as 
ſhe never troubled her Head with me, I let 
her have her own Way; and thus, without 
gquarrelling, ſhe thoroughly convinc'd me, that 
one Woman was as much as any one Man 
need turn his Hand to. He would have gon 


On 
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cn, when Aacuns, ſnapping him ſhort, told 
bim, That if Whoring was not his favourite 
Sin, his Innocence therein might be the Effects 
of his Fear more than his Prudence. How- 
ever, on his own Confeſſion, he ſtood con- 
demn'd of others equally obnoxious : For a 
Plea of Ignorance was never to he allow*d 
under Opportunities of Information. Beſides, 
he ought to prove, before his Plea could be 
allowed, whether his Continence might not 
be the Fruits of his Avarice, ſince it is by 
Experience often found, that the avoiding ot 
one Vice has been only the Maſque to cover 
a greater, In ſhort, Coniborough finding 
Matters like to move in an oblique Orbit, 
with a deal of Submiſſion humbly propos'd 
that his Cauſe might be ſuſpended to the com- 
ing of his Deareſt, without whoſe Conſent he 
found it impoſſible for him to come to any 
Reſolution. The Propoſal made the whole 
Court ſmile; however, gueſſing by ſome In- 
ferences that the poor Man had paſs'd through 
a Sort of Hell upon Earth, they order*d him 
to be ſet aſide 3 and accordingly another was 
call'd to the Bar. 

No ſooner had the Name of Dick Gully- 
Lile made the Room reſound, but all that 
could, got upon advanc'd Places to have a 
Sight of his inſignificant Phiz. Dick did not 
hold down his Head out of Fear : But there 
were other Accidents enough that would not 
permit him to hold it up. It ſeems he came 


piping- 
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? piping- cold from a piping hot Debauch, which 


had fent him in his Meridian down to Hell, 
with a Bag full of Briefs, and Bills, and Anſwers 
in Hand. The Cryer began to aſk him the 
accuſtomary Queſtions, when the Court, ob- 
ſerving him to be in a Situation not capable of 
anſwering pro or con, order'd him under the 
Keeping of the grand Stoker to the Leachers; 
that when one Fire had drove out the other, 
he might be admitted to a final Trial. The 
Company, I found, were all baulk'd; for 
they had flatter'd themſelves with ſomething 


entertaining: Which ſhews that Earth is not 


the only Station where' moſt merry People 


meet with Diſappointments. 


Tom Dazgle was the next; and, with his 
Chin cock*d up, and a Jirk with his Tail, 
he advanc'd cloſe up to the Bar. He carry'd 
his wonted Fleer in his Face ; and now, as of 
old, ſhut his Eyes when he ſpoke, as conſci- 
ous of the Value of his Speech before he made 
it. Being a Barriſter, forſooth ! the Court 
indulg'd him with the Favour of opening his 
own Cauſe : Upon which Tom eligantly, as 
uſual, having ſhut his Eyes, began in the fol- 
lowing Manner, as near as I can recollect, for 


| Thad no Opportunity of taking Things in 


Black and White. He told the Court, He 
was in Commiſſion of the Peace, as well as a 
Barriſter : But that if he had not pocketed - 
more by the former than by the latter, he 
muſt {till have liv'd in a ſtarving Condition. 


True 
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True it was, he ſaid, that he, as well as many 
more of his Dangle-ſleev*d Brethren, had paid 


faithful Attendance at Weſtminſter-Hall But, 
alas | the Conſequence was the Loſs of Shoe- 


Leather, to and from the Place, and in the 


Place; which, tho' he was ſure to charge to 


the Account of the firſt ſubſequent Client, did 
not, one Term with another, keep Matters 
even. I confeſs I always look*d ſlick, and 
wore good Cloaths : But no Thanks, faid 


he, to either of my Vocations for that: Had 


I not had the Foreſight to have ſet up a tight 
Girl in a Coffee-houſe, who paid me well out 


of the Perquiſites of Adventurers that frequent- 


ed her Rooms, I muſt have projected ſome 
new Scheme for a Maintenance. Some of my 
Brethren, I know, could divert themſelves by 


the Hour with a Tooth-pick or a Snuff-box. 


The Preſents of ſilly Women they own'd 
them; and indeed as fillily were they em- 
ploy'd: For to pick the Tooth for a Repaſt, 
or to take Snuff to clear the Brain ofa Law- 

er, ig as weak a Thing as the weakeſt of the 
Sex could be guilty of. Tom had his Eyes ſtill 
near a Cloſe, and was going on, when an un- 
lucky horn'd Janizary, obſerving the Court 
ſomewhat uneaſy under their Indulgence, ran 
a Needle up to the Head in his moſt fleſhy Part, 


and made Jom wince, if not like a Mule, yet 
very much like his graver Sire that gave him 


his original Name. Tom ventur'd with open 


Eyes to exclaim at the Indignity : But the 
5 | : Court 
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Court, telling him he had infinuated ſome 
Enormities that they queſi on'd whether they 
were as yet prepar'd with Witneſſes for, they 
would therefore acquit him as a Lawyer, and, 

ina proper Time, take him in Hand as a Juſtice, | 


Tom, at this, being out of all mortal Patience, 
loudly told them, That he hop'd, for their 


j own Credits fake, they would not pretend to 
call in Queſtion the Broad Seal of Great Bri- 
' tain. Upon which Minos inordinately order'd 


him to the Lake of the Inſipids, there to be 


kept to hard Labour till a future Hearing 
might give ſome better Account of him. At 
going away, Ah! fays Tom, how equitable is 


my Sentence]! How many have I ſent to the 


Houſe of Correction, that never deſerv'd it! 


How many have I excug'd, that never deſerv'd 
better! Minos, over-hearing what he faid, 


call'd aloud, Is your boaſted Great Seal of 


Great Britain to protect or ſkreen you in ſuch 


; Rogueries? When next your Day of Hearing 


comes on, you will be wofully convinc'd, that 
no Power on Earth can give us any Apprehen- 
{ton or Fear: For allearthly Powers muſt here 
appear, and {ubmit to whatever Doom we im- 
poſe upon them. Tom, at this, methought, 


| {et up ſuch a hideous How], that all my Fa- 


culties were fo ſtrangely agitated, that it 
awak'd me. | 
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Aturaliſts have been ſtrangely at a 
Loſs to give any tolerable Account of, 

or Return for, the too frequent, but out of the 
way Appetites or Longings of Women with 
Child. They who impute 'em to proceed 
from a vehement Impreſſion upon the Mind, in 
my Opinion, ſolve the Difficulty by halves, and 
aſſigning an Effect without a Cauſe, inſtead 
of clearing the Matter, render Things more 
intricate. The Diiciples of Artimidorus, on 
this Foot, might dextrouſly confute all their 
Oppoſers, and aſſert the Validity of their 
fictitious Tenets; but they are ſenſible that 
ſuch an Afertion would defeat 'em of all 
their advantageous Pretenſions, and take 
away at once all their oraculous Opportuni— 
ties of impoſing upon the weaker Part of 
both Sexes: Where Dreams, and the Va- 
lue of em have got too full a Poſſeſſion 
of the weaker Part of Mankind, not to al- 
low the Interpreters of 'em the Drapery of 
Ermine, or ſuch other blandiſhing Accoutre- 
ments, as they beſt love themſelves. But 
Dreams, to me at leaſt, are ſuch unprofitable 
Ware, and I am fo uncertain of any uictul 
Tendencies 
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Tendencies they have, that I am ſometimes 
apt to conſider 'em as a Poſſeſſion, rather 
chan a Diverſion, and could be almoit wil- 
ling to drive out one Foolery with another, 
by applying to ſome holy Confeſſor in a Po- 
piſh Chapel, to play the Exorciſt, and pro- 
cure me a little Nocturnal! Quiet, tho? at 
the Expence of my Judgment and Reaſon. 
It was but laſt Night, retiring from a 


World of gay and facetious Company, 


which, 1 flatter'd myſelf, would have been 
a ſufficient Amulet againſt all Diſturbances 
of every Kind: When I had hardly lay'd 
myſelf down to Reſt, but my old Infirmity 
vilited me afreſh, and I was no ſooner aſleep, 
but the ſame Company, and in the ſame 
Place, took up (methought) every humane 
Faculty I was Maſter of. There fat the ſame 
three Perſons as Judges ; there ſtood the 
meagre Cryer of the Court, with his long 
Slip in his Hand; and the Court below was 
fuller, if poſſible, than ever I had yet per- 
ceived it. This plainly demonſtrates, to me 
at leaſt, the egregious Error of thoſe, who 
impute thoſe troubleſome Interpreters of our 
Repole, to be the pure Effect of Paſſages of 
Mirth or Melancholly previouſly preceeding. 
But this is only a Neta-bene by way of Inter- 

loquiter, | 
The Cryer had juſt cry*d Silence thrice 
over, and was going to call ſome-body by 
Name, when a loud Noiſe of Room, from 
the 
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the lower-end of the Hall, interrupted him, 
and drew the Eyes of all, Judges, and every 
one elſe, that way. The whole Croud turn'd at 
once, like a Piece of Clock-work, impatient 
to have their Curioſities ſatisfy*d of the Mean- 
ing of it. But the Hall, as I ſaid before, 
was too full. to gratify 'em ſpeedily ; tho? 1 
could vercieve a Sort of a Lane preparing (as 
wellas the great Concourſe would admit of it) 
for ſomething or other that was to be brought 
forward. After a Struggle for ſome Time, I, 
who, methought, ſtood juſt under the Cryer, 
obſerv'd a Fellow more than half out of 
Breath, with his Fiſts faſt clutch'd, dragging 
along a Perſon of no ill Appearance, till he 
came up to the very Bar uſt aſide me. Minos, 
in the Inſtant of his coming up, demanded 
of him, ſternly, what was the Meaning of 
that Rudeneſs? So ſoon as the Fellow had a 
little recover'd himſelf, Rudeneſs ? an't 
pleaſe your Honour ? ſaid he; I am only 
doing my Duty. I am your Honour's pro- 
per Officer; and an't aſham'd on't neither; 
for tho* Informers, in the World I came 
from, lie under more than a little Scandal, 
and juſty too (becauſe they inform for Lucre, 


and not out of any Sence of Juſtice) we, un- 

der your Honour's Commiſſion, know it a 

Poſt of Credit, and that we can no Way- 

fo well arive at your Honour's good Opi- 

nion, as by faithfully diſcharging our Duty. 

This Man, continu'd he, on getting "_ of the 
erry- \ 
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Ferry-boat, was ask'd by more than me, 
Who he was? to which, all that we could 
get out of him was, that he was a Gentle- 
man. His often giving every one the ſame 
Anſwer, gave ſhreu'd Suſpicion ; for which 
Reaſon I boldly advanc'd up to his roſy Jouls, 
and demanded very civilly his Profeſſion ? 
when, would you believe it, my Lord, he 
turn'd up his Noſe and bid me mind my 
own Buſineſs, or he*d complain of a Breach 
of Privilege. Words ariſing hereupon, my 
Lord, drew a Multitude about us, at which 
Inſtant ſome declar'd, that they had known 
him a Lawyer; and I am of Opinion, no- 
thing but the meer Force of Deſtiny drew him 
hither at this Juncture. I confeſs, indeed, 
one Perſon, who had been what, in the 
other World, they call aBibhopole, declar'd, 
that he had maintain'd him in his Garret ma- 
ny Years as an upper Tranſlator; and an 
old Officer in the Army averr'd, that he 
had ſeen him ſomewhere upon a March, but 
never in a Battle. I think, may it pleaſe 
your Honour, a Perſon of ſo many Calcula- 
tions, 1s a very ſuſpicious Perſon, and ought 
to be brought before this very venerable 
Bench for a thorough Examination. Sure I 
am, it was always held a Maxim, in the 
other World, That a Government never 
could be fate, that was bury'd in over-much 
Security. 


Minos 
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Minos, hereupon, ſternly looking upon the 
Captive, demanded over again, who he was ? 
and of what Profeſſion? Adding withal, that it 
was to no Purpoſe to prevaricate ; for that 
they could, in a Moment, turn him Inſide out, 


having Witneſſes ready to confront his every | 


Action. Nevertheleſs, as he ſeem'd to carry 
the Appearance of a Perſon of ſome Dil- 
ſtinction in the World he came from, 
the Bench would be glad to hear any Thing 
he could ſay in his own Vindication, But 
Truth, and the whole Truth, he faid, would 
be his ſafeſt Reſource, and that was what 
would be expected from him. The Anonimous 
Party, upon this, having a little recover'd 
himſelf, reſum'd Courage, and, after a heal- 
ing Hemn or two, My Lord, ſays he, the 
great Coke delivers it as a ſtated Maxim in 
Law, That no Man 1s oblig'd to accuſe 
himſelf —— You miſtake the Point, ſaid Mi- 
nos, interrupting him, we have nothing to 
do with your great Coke here-—"T1s the 
great Conſcience we have to do with. We 
| fit as Judges, and muſt interrogate : But 
Conſcience has before drawn up the Interro- 
gatories you are to anſwer upon. Are you 
a Lawyer? or did you ever, as they ajledge, 
make that your Profeſſion ? If not, we have 
nothing to ſay to you at preſent. Since Truth 
muſt prevail, ſays the Cull, I muſt confeſs, 
I was deſign'd for that Vocation, and made 


ſome ſmall Progreſs in my Studies that TEN ; 
| ut 
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but my poor Tutor ſtood before my Eyes 
ſuch a woful Monument of the Inſufficience 
of its Proviſions for its Pupils, that I was 
diſcourag'd, and deſerted the Calling before 
ever I was call'd to the Bar. What was you 
then? ſaid Miuss, Here are ſome preſent 
that would make a Tranſlator or Cobler 
of you, An upper Tranſlator, my Lord, 
ſays the Informer; for, as his Landlord told 
me, he lodg'd in his Garret, and cobled 
Authors, in order to pay his Rent, till he 
left them without either Heels or Souls. We 
have nothing to do with him at this Time, 
ſays Radamanthus: If he will take his Tryal 
as a Spoiler of Authors, let him be ſet over; 
or if he has any other Calling he chooſes to 
ſtand by, let him now name it; for, as a 
Lawyer, neither We, nor He, can have any 
Pretence. What ſay you? What will you 
be try'd upon? As a great Officer in the 
Army, replies the Cull, and---he was going 
on, when a great Body of the Female-kind, 
who were plac'd by themſelves in a Corner 
of the Hall, cry'd out to be permitted ta 
come at him ; but, to preſerve the Dignity 
of the Court, and ths Decorum of the 
Place, he was dimiſſed to attend the Mili- 
tary Inquiſition z and to pacify the Female 
Queruliſts, they were promis'd they ſhould, 
one and all, then be indulg'd with a pa- 
tient Hearing. It was with Difficulty enough 
that the Court filenc'd the impetuous Cla- 

mours 
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mours of the Females: However, with fair 


9 ” 
——_ 


Words, and large Promiſes (the only effec- 
tual Artillery there to be made ule of) they 


quieted their boiling Spirits to a ſhort Re- 


ſpite of Revenge. | 
This Interruption over, the Cryer was 
call'd upon to go on; when the Name of 
Dick Double made the Roof of the Hall re- 
bound. But before he could get up to the 
Bar, his Accuſer had plac'd himſelf in a 
Poſture to confront him. Double did not, 
indeed, appear over haſty to take his pro- 
per Station, but ſhuffled in his Pace, as if 
the Mantle of his Profeſſion had been pur- 
polely wrapped over his Calves, and tucked 
round his very Waiſt, to make him ſhamble. 
As ſoon as he had ſhuffled up to the Bar, 
his Accuſer addreſſed himſelf to the Bench, 
and ſaid, I ſhall oe very ſhort, my Lords, 
in my Accuſation. I dare not appeal to his 
Conſcience ; but I dare take upon me to 


prove, that his Ambidexterity ſent me, in 
all humane Probability, many Luſtrums, 


before my Time, to theſe Regions. You 
are, ſays Minos, interrupting him, to ex- 
plain yourſelf to the Court, and tell the Man- 
ner, and the Means. An't pleaſe your Ho- 


nours, ſays the Evidence, I had a conſidera- 


ble Cauſe to come on (fo conſiderable that 


the Good of my whole Family, which was 


pretty numerous, depended upon it) and had 
given that Fellow there, a double Fee to en- 
2 courage 
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courage his Dilligence; when, walking in 
the Hall with a Friend (not yet arriv'd) ex- 
pecting to have it call'd on, we ſaw my 
Adverſary, the Defendant, clap into the 
Hands of that Lawyer there, a Paper: What 
was in it we could not ſay ; but we never 
after ſet Eyes upon my Council there, till 
the Cauſe was over; which going againſt 
me, for want of his Attendance, render'd 
me unable ever after to hold up my Head, 
and at laſt broke my Heart. This Hen- 
hearted Fellow could not here help crying, 
for which, being check'd by the Court, he 
offer'd in Excuſe, that he could not help it 
when ever he thought of the Condition his 
poor Wife and Family were in from the Ef- 
fects of this Deceit. 

Minos, hereupon, call'd upon Double, ei- 
ther to clear himſelf, or acknowledge the 
Charge: When Dick, after adjuſting his 
Band, delivered himſelf in the following 
Manner; May it pleaſe this Honourable 
Court, I am here accusd of Matters I am 
wholly a Stranger to: I am accus'd firſt of 
taking a Bribe; and next of eloping my 
Cauſe. I will ſcorn to take up your pre- 
cious Time in Excuſes, ſenſible that Verit 
is what you expect and require: I ſhall there- 
fore, without Circomlocution or Embelliſh- 
ment, let you into plain Matter of Fact. 


True it is, as my Acculer has ſaid, I was 


attending in the Hall, waiting the coming on 
| of 
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of this conſiderable Cauſe, and, as many o- 
thers of my learned Brethren do, walking 
with my Hands behind me, a Perſon, un- 
ſeen, and unknown to me, clap'd into my 
Hands a Piece of Paper. It was my Mis- 
fortune, at the very Inſtant, to be taken with 
a vehement Griping, the Effects, I ſuppoſe, 
of eating fome ſtew'd Prunes over Night, 
which oblig'd me, with all my Might and 
Main, to hurry away to the proper Place of 
Eaſement. There I made uſe of the Paper, 
without Iooking into it; and my Gripes 
continued ſo long upon me, that there I was 
neceſſitated to ſtay till the Cauſe was calPd 
on, heard, and over. Am I, my Lord, to 
be accountable for the Infelicities of Nature? 
then who would ever go to the Bar ? Be- 
fides, I fent him Word before he dy'd, that 
we might move for a new Hearing, and, 
probably, ſtave off Execution; or, at wort, 
Chancery was at Hand to relieve us: But 
the pucillanimous Creature had not one Ear 
for Reaſon; but, againſt all the Advice of 
the Learned in the Law, took Pet and 
E came away hither to make a Party ready 
[ againſt my Arrival. 
| Double deliver'd all this with ſuch a Ca- 
1 pacity of Aſſurance, that the Court appear'd 
to the Spectators to be under ſome little Suſ- 
f pence. But Minos riſing up, ſoon latisty'd 
= them they were wrong in their Opinions. 
N He demanded of Dick categorically, if he 
1 never 
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never look'd into the Paper to ſee, or feel, 
the Contents? Or whether he return'd into 


Court ſo ſoon as ever thoſe fmall Occaſions 


of his were diſpatch*d ? To the firſt he an- 
ſwer'd in the Negative; to the latter af- 
firmatively. On which the Party accuſing 
being aſk'd, If he had any Thing further 
to offer againſt him, who being ſtruck 
dumb with the Apprehenſions of Matters 
going againſt him here, as they had done 
before; Aacus, who had obſerv'd that un- 
toward tucking up of Dic's Male-petticoat, 
and, withal, that he was often putting his 
Finger downwards, as if to faſten them 
faſter, commanded one of the Officers to let 
down the Fellow's Mantle and ſearch him 
all over; when, between a Pair of Cheeks, 
ſomewhat more fleſhy than thoſe near his 
Forehead, they took out a Piece of Paper 
that diſplay'd the whole Fallacy, and de- 
monſtrated that Di, on occaſion, could al- 


ſert roundly, as well as the reſt of his Bre- 
thren. Die was not a little confounded-at 


the Diſcovery, and would have ſtole himſelf 
away from farther Examination; but Officers 


in Court here, as well as the other Side the 
Water, are cloſe-fiſted, and held him fo faſt, 


thar there was no Appearance of eſcaping. 


Doubtleſs Dick would have brib'd, had he 
not left all his Money behind him. And as 


for fair Words, they buy no Butter here, any 


more than in other Places, The Cryer, at- 
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ter ſtopping his Noſe, read the Contents 
of the Note in open Court ; wherein was 
cCertify'd, not only the Sum deliver'd, but 
the Conditions of its being given; mani— 
feſting, withal, a prior Treaty which could 
not, till then, be comply'd with, for want 
of Aſſets. Upon the Diſcovery of this no- 
torious Malverlation, Dichs Wits were all a- 
float by way of Circumvention. He offer'd 
firſt the Improbability of his bringing along 
with him a Note of that dangerous Ten- 
dency, To which was return'd, That is 
. muſt be look'd upon as wholly Judicial. 
He then would have recriminated upon 
thoſe who made the Search, that it was 
they that put it there, on purpoſe to diſpa- 
rage a Member of the Long-robe. To 
which was return'd, the Impoſſibility of 
their counterfeiting a Note ſo well diſt inguiſh- 
ed by Name and Things. At laſt Dick, 
finding no Way of getting off bur by an 
open Confeſſion, he offer*d, if it might be ac- 
cepted by way of Mittigation, to let them 
into the whole. Secret. The Court was ſi- 
lent, which Dick taking, as had been cuſto- 
mary in the World he came from, as a ſort 
of Conſent, he went on to acknowledge, 
That an over Care for his Reputation on 
Earth, had ruin'd him here; for that ha- 
ving neglected to burn it himſelf, and being 
unwilling to truſt it to the burning of 
any other, for fear of leaving behind * a 
dur- 


4 


LAW VISIONS. Ft 


four-ſ\melling Reputation, he had order'd it, 
on his Death-bed, to be put into the Place 
where it was found, little dreaming, that 
Scrutinies, in theſe Parts, were carry'd on 
ſo nieely, as he now found to his great Af- 
fiction. 

Minos, juſtly enraged at the whole Vilia- 
ny of the Action, at firſt ſeem'd at a Loſs 
how to lay a Puniſhment adequate to the 
Demerit; but, after laying his Head toge- 
ther with thoſe of his Brethren, and fully, 
and wiſely, weighing every Part of the 
Roguery, he was committed to the Charge 
of a Pair of horn'd Janizaries under this Sen- 
tence : 


I. That he ſhould immediately have af- 
fix*d on his naked Breaſt, an Inſcription, 
in bloody Characters, denoting his 

Crime. X 

II. That, as he had play'd the Part of a 
Jew, he ſhould every twelve Hours re- 

þ ceive from the Hands of the injur*d Per- 

j ſon, the Number of Laſhes allotted by 

, the 7ewiſh Law, with a ſtrong Cat-a- 

N nine-tails on his bare Back. 

III. That till News arriv'd from the up- 
per Regions, how it went with the poor 
Wife and Family, he ſhould be chain'd 
to a Rock at full Length, and have 
no other Reſpite than what the Time of 
his Correction allow'd. And, 
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IV. When the next Packet brought News, 

the Court would take into their further 

Conſideration, a full and ample Pu- 

niſhment of every Part of his Enormities, 

of which the preſent ſhould be only a 
Specimen. 


Dick Double would have made his Objection 
to every particular Item; but the Court over- 
rul'd all and would by no Means hear him. 
At which, methought, he ſtood under mon- 
ſtrous Agonies : But when the red-hot Brands 
were brought in to ſear the Inſcription on his 
Breaſt, he rais'd ſuch horrid Shreiks, and 
diſmal Outcries, as made the very Roof ec- 
cho. I ſufficiently witneſs'd the terrible Ap- 
prehenſions my Dream had flung me under, 
by waking in a Sudor as great as if I had 
taken a double Dole of Perice-Treacte, 
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HERE are very few of the Ancients; 
either Poets or Philoſophers, but what 
ha ve teſtify*d their mighty Opinion of Dreams. 
Homer led the Dance, and Claudian was not 
the laſt, tho? he declares himſelf fulleſt in 


their Favour, when he makes Dreaming 


the Property of ail Creatures, and his Hound 
to hunt the Hare while he ſleeps. But my 


Experience will not permit me to ſubſcribe to ſo 
authentick an Opinion: as his; when he obliges: 
me againſt it, to dream only of Paffiges of 


the Day preceeding, Cicero, indeed, enter- 
tains us with a Dream, but 'tis of quite ano- 
ther Nature; tho' I think much more with 
in the Purlieu of the“ Poet, who declares, 


they are not to be flighted, Such Dreams, 
as that Philoſopher and Orator has given us 


à Taſte of, muſt be univerſally entertaining, 
and, as another Countryman of his declares, 
ought to have their Weight. If mine prove 


any ways ſerviceable to my Country, I ſhall- 
no longer complain oi the Diſturbances they 
create to myſelf; but think my Moments 


well ſpent, tho? ſpent in Dreaming. 
Full of this pleaſing Imagination, I had- 


laid myſelf to Reit, when I could per- 


ceive Sleep gently ſtealing over my Eyes, 


22 which 
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ſeem'd to be {ent upon. 


which were but juſt clos'd, when, methought, 
a beautitul Figure took me by the Hand, 
ſaying he would lead me to my proper Sta- 
tion. I went along without the leaſt Re- 
luctance; my Imagination flattering me, 
that ſuch a benevolent Guide could not be 
allotted me for any common Service. He 
led me through many flow'ry Meadows in- 
to a ſpacious Walk, each Side of which 
ran Beds of various.Kinds of Flowers, where 
Fragrancy and Beauty contended for Prehe- 
mience. At the End of the Walk, a no- 
ble Pile preſented, far beyond all I had ever 
ſeen before, which wrought ſo much upon 
my Fancy, that I could not avoid conclud- 
ing, I was now at the End of my noctur- 
nal Inquietude, and ſomewhat more propi— 
tious was going to reward them. But tho? 
all Circumitances ſeem'd to warrant ſuch a 


Hope, my Guide, on a ſudden, methoughtr, 


through an obſcure Paſſage, up a dark Pair 


of Stairs, convey'd me into the ſame Room 


which I had ſo often before viſited. How- 
ever, he carry'd me to the Clerk of the 
Court, and ſpeaking to him to take Care of 
me, I was plac'd more commodiouſly than 
before, where I could fee, and hear, every 
Thing, and without Danger of Affront or 
Inſult, The Reverend Judges, methought, 


receiv'd me with an Air of Benevolence, as 


if they were not diſpleas'd with the Errand 1 


Silence 
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Cryer look'd upon his Roll, and calPd aloud 
for Tom Ombre. By the Name I expected 
to have ſeen a ſleepy dozy-headed Fellow, 
and ſo J told the Clerk : But he, laughing, 
ſet me to rights, and inform'd me, that he 


did not take his Name from his Conſtitution :- 
but rather ſuppos'd him to be a By-blow ot 


ſome Courtier, who, aſham'd to give him his 
own Name, gave him that of a Royal Game, 
much us'd and abus'd at Court. He had 


hardly open'd the Matter, when up came 


roſy-fac'd Tom with a Train at his Heels ex- 
ceeding. that of any Peer of the Kingdom. 


But, to fay the Truth, they were a Parcel 


of ſuch ill-favour'd Raſcals, that fer more 


than the Court a gazing ; for they put out 
of Countenance the very Train of Devils that 


led up the Rear by way of Precaution. 
For my Part, I could not imagine where, 
on Earth, it was poſſible to pick up ſuch a 
Parcel of ugly Faces ; they were to a Man, 
Heid 75 in Perfection. I could not 
but ask the Clerk, who they were? and he 
readily inform'd me, they were Marſhal's- 
Court Officers, every Man of them, The 
Court ſav'd me the Queſtion of their Buſineſs 
there; when Tom, with a Face of pure Co- 
inibian, made Anſwer, They were his Wit- 


neſſes. Witneſſes, ſays Minos? For what? 
Did ever any Court on Earth admit ſuch: 


aboding Countenances for Evidence? In 
4 fronte- 


Silence was thrice commanded, when the' 
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fronte nulla fides, quoth Tom ; They have 
often, on occaſion, anſwer'd for Bail, and 


zuſtity'd : fure their Credit is beyond Quel- 
tion? Pick any two of them, Pil uphold it, 


continues he, they ſhall ſwear through a two- 


inch Board; they are reſponſible, tho? it 
were for Five hundred Pounds Sterling. But 
what have we to do with this Raſcality ? Or 
what have they to do here, ſays Rhadaman- 
thus? A wiſe Man will always be prepar'd 
for the worſt, ſays Tom. And, not knowing 
what might happen, I took Care to come 


provided. To put a Stop to his Garrulity; 
the Cryer immediately proclaim'd, That 


whoever had any Thing to alledge againſt 
Tom Ombre, now was. the Time to make his, 
her, or their Appearance. Immediately 
upon which, the Bar was ſo throng'd that 
Tom was hem'd in, and very naturally repreſent- 
ed the Bear at a Stake. The firſt that ac- 
coſted him, was a poor Widow that he had 
got arreſted for Nine-pence, was carried to 
Jail for the Officers Fees (tho? originally but 
a Groat more) where ſhe lay ſome Years, 
and, at laſt, diſcharg'd the Debt by ſtarving. 
Pogh, ſays Tom, that is above fix Years 
ſince; I can plead the Statute to that. He 
that appear'd next was a Tradeſman ; who 
averr'd, in open Court, that he had been 
Tom's Client many Years, and being arreſ- 
tecl, Tom undertook to find him Bail; which, 
to the beſt of his Remembrance, were 42: 
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of thoſe odd-faſhion'd Faces before your 
Lordſhips. They did bail him, and jufti- 


ty'd ; but before Tom brought on the Trial, 


the one was hang'd for Burglary, and the 


other died of the Pox : For which Reaſon 


new Bail was call'd for. But Tom would nei- 
ther find new Bail, nor return the Guinea, 
but ſuffered him to be: Nonſuited, and his: 
Adverfary to ſnap Judgment, which ruined 
his Credit, brought every-body upon him, and 
forced upon him the ſame way of Diſcharge 
with the laſt. To would have ſaid iome-- 
what by way of Allevation, but. before ke 
could utter a Word, And I, my Lords, faid 
another, was kept three Years out of my juſt 
Debt, by the Connivance and Tricks of that 
Claret-fac'd Fellow: I employ'd him as my 
Attorney in that Dog-kennel of a Court : 
He readily got my Debtor arreſted, indeed, 
and as reacily took tor Bail the two Catch- 
poles, I believe they are two of his preſent 
Retinue. My Debt was but Nine Pounds, 
and yet the two Spunges had ſuck'd up a 
Chaiſe and Pair, with a Silver-hilted Sword, 


_ and a deal of rich Apparel, and without pay- 


ing a Farthing of the Debt ; they then let 


the poor Wretch run away, Then, forſooth, 
my Lawyer ſues the Bail, who prov'd Inſol- 


vent; and, after running me up a Bill of 
Charges, three times more than the original 


Debt, gravely advis'd me to pay his Bill, 


{it down by the Loſs, and not throw away 
D 5 any 
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any more good Money after bad. But if he 
had ſtay'd a little longer on the other Side 
the Water, I would have made him ſmoke. 
However, I have no Apprehenſion, but the 
vile Fellow will be ſoon made to anſwer all. 


Jam now began to change all the Claret in his 


Face into Cyder, when another making an 
Offer to ſpeak, two of the boldeſt of his Re- 
tinue puſhed him backward, . and themſelves 
forward, and, with .a Confidence ſuitable to 
the Occaſion, aſſured the Court, they were 
there ready to depoſe, that every Word ſaid 
againſt Tom was falſe. But the Judges, quite 
confounded at their Impudence, hardly re- 


tained Patience to give Sentence, which was; 


That Tom, inſtead of Claret, would be al- 


. lowed nothing to ſwallow but melted Lead; 


and his Retinue ſhould have no other Suſte- 
nence, but what they could find from the 
Diſcharge of bis Fundament: For, as they 
had been mutually aſſiſtant in the Ruin of 
many, it was but juſt they ſhould mutually 
ſubſiſt by the Ruin of one another. The 
Orders were obeyed as ſoon. as uttered, and 
they were hurried out of Court to Execu- 
tion. = 
As ſoon as they had left the Court, and all 
was fomewhat compos'd, the Cryer call'd 
out for Zim the Cozener. No- body anſwer- 
ing, he was call'd again, and yet no-bod 
anſwer'd. At which the Cryer look'd again 
over his Roll, and finding he had added a 
Syl- 
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tion, that 1 really expected to have ſeen an 


Eunuch, There was immediately at his 
Heels a large Attendance, which, as the 
Clerk obſerv'd to me, was very much for ſo 
young a Proficient. But one above all the 
reſt, who ſeem'd to be no Countryman of 
Tim's, preſſed up to the Bar, and, with an 
Aſſurance peculiar to Innocence, ſtared him 
full in the Face. What do you look at, 


quo Zim? Did you never ſee a Man before? 
Nor now neider, reply'd the Foreigner; but 
I hope it is no Affront to gaze upon a Mon- 
ſter. The Repartee was ſo picquant, that it 
made the Judges a little relinquiſh their 
Gravity. In ſhort, Zim was the only one 
that kept his Countenance; tho', in my 


Conſcience, he might have changed with the 


worſt there, and not have loit by the Bar- 


gain. Do you know me, ſays the Foreigner? 


Nor I, adds 7im, backing it with a Boun- 
cer. My Lords, fays the Foreigner, I ſpeak 
no very good Language of his Sort, for dat 
Reaſon me ha got my Friend to put myne 


Caſe in proper Lingue, which me deſire 


Monſ. de Clerk may read. The Court aſ- 


ſented, and the Clerk, taking the Paper of 


him, read aloud, as follows : 
Seignior Antonio Zepdaline, Native of one 
of the Greek Iſlands, declares, for the Honour 
— 


Syllable, he call'd again properly, when a 
finical Beau of an Attorney cry'd out, Here 
am 1; But with ſuch a feminine Vocitera- - 
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of England, That being induced by the Fame 
of the great Humanity of the People of that 
Ifland, together with its vaſt Paucity of ve- 
nomous Creatures, to make a Viſit there; 1 
think myſelf, in good Conſcience, obliged, 
for a Warning to all Foreigners equally curi- 
. ous, further to declare, that Fame, in thoſe 
Reſpects, has proved herſelf a Liar. For I 
had not been long on the Place, before I ex- 


perienced, to my great Affliction, Loſs, and 


Impoſition, Vintners with Conſciences fouler 
than their Wine, and much more adulterated; 
and a ſort of a Viper, or Scorpion, call'd, a 
Lawyer, more poiſonous, biting, and deadly 
than any I ever ſaw, read, or heard of, in 
any other Part of the World. The latter 
walk upon two Legs, like Men, till they 
get to your Boſom, when they bite like 
Alps ; they will ſmile in your Face like a 
Syren, and deſtroy as ſure as the Hyæna. 
Speech they are Maſters of, but every Word 
they make Ule of is only to deceive and be- 
tray: They own no Religion but Intereſt, 
and difown all Relation but Money. This I 
have already publiſhed in foreign Parts; and 
all this I am ready to make good to this 
unbyaſs'd Court of Judicature upon the Cri- 
11nal before you. 

Tin, at the Reading, was a little nettled 
and uneaſy, and would ſeveral Times have 
interrupted the Cryer, but was as often over- 
ruled. However, when he had done, Tim, 
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as loud as he was able, cry'd out, My 
Lords, I diſmiſs the Bill for Scandal ; he 
has not treated me with the Reſpect and Ho- 


nour due to Men of my Profeſſion. I con- 


feſs, ſome few Irregularities I may have been 
guilty of, and I offered to make ſome ſinall 
Attonements, ſuch as my own Occaſions 
would decently admit of, to this Complain- 
ant. But—— He was going on, when a 
Lady, of a moſt ſurpriſing Appearance, 
entered the Court, and filled every one with 
Wonder what ſhould be the Motive, till, 


addreſſing herſelf to the Judges, ſhe ſaid as 


tollows : 


I am Britauma, and hearing the Wretch 
before you complain of Scandal, I am come 
to demand, that he may receive the Rewards 
of it before he be diſmiſſed. Scandal is a 
Crime, every-where, of an unpardonable 
Nature; but particularly deſerving exempla- 
ry Puniſhment, when caſt on Perſons known 
to be eminent for Virtue, or Nations cele- 
brated for Humanity. He, and ſuch as he, 
it is that diſgrace the Place of their Nativity, 
a Country famed all over the World for Hoſ- 
pitality and good Nature. It is not the 
petty Wrongs done to the leſſer Part of 
Mankind that is to be here barely conſi- 
dered ; particular Injuries are accumulated 


in me: It is I that undergo the Burden of 


them all; like the Viper Brood, they eat 
their Way into the World through their 


Mo- 
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Mother's Bowels. And the narrow: ſoul'd 
- Conſiderations of their own private Emolu- 
ments are of more Weight with ſuch, than 
either Honour, Reputation, or all the four 
Cardinal Virtues united. Good Names with 
them 1s nothing elſe but Skill in Treachery ; 
and a Dexterity in Fraud and Cozin is more 
recommendatory than either Juſtice or Pro- 
bity. Stop the Evil then as ſoon as poſſible, 
and let woful Experience teach the Wretches, 
that tho? Juſtice ſeems, at preſent, in a Slum- 
ber in the other World, they ſhall be ſure 
here to receive the full Reward of their De- 
merits. . Your great Example may at laſt 


prevail, and, by a wiſh'd-for Reformation in 
thoſe upper Regions, eaſe you of a World. 
of Encumbrances in their vitilitigating Plead- 


ings, and the innumerable Clamours oi the 
injur'd which exact them. I ſhall, by this 
Means, recover my antient Glory; and Bri- 
Zain once more be number'd amongſt the 
Iſlands, juſtly by the Antients, calPd For- 


Funate. 
She ſpoke all this with a Grace ſomewhat 


near Divine, and, without ſtaying for a Re- 


ply, took her Leave of the Court, with ſuch 
a bon mein that poſſeſs'd every one that heard 
her in her Favour. Tim, only of them all, 
ſeem'd to be poſleſs'd with ** Diſcontent, 
and had he had either Rope, Knife, or any 
other Convenience, I am apt to think, he 
would have attempted to have given all near 


him, 
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him, an Inſtance of his Diſpondency. There 
were abundance of other Plantiffs around him 
ready to ſecond the Complaints already made: 
But the Court thinking that already made 
quite ſufficient, after a very ſhort Conſulta- 
tion, order'd the Cryer to publiſh the follow- 
ing Sentence: | 

I. That on his Forehead ſhould be branded, 
in legible Characters, 

THE DEFAMER OF HIs CounTay, 

II. That when that is done, a Pair of 
horn'd Janazaries ſhould lead him thro? g 
every Quarter, and in every Quarter I 

ubliſh him Infamous. 4 

III. After which the Guard ſhould take 1 
Care to ſee him ſafely ſtow'd in the fiery 41 
Lake, with Judas and Mahome?, there # 
to roaſt with them for ever. 

Zim looked very Diſconſolate when he heard 
the Sentence, but much more ſo, when the 
Brand was brought in to execute Part of it. 

| Methought, at the Operation, he utter'd ſuch 
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Imprecations and Words of Deſpair, with 4 
ſuch horrible Roars, that flung every Part a- 7 
bout me into ſuch Agonies and Tremblings is 

8 


| for the poor Wretch, that it was impoſſible 

for humane Nature to lie long under them 
without waking. And even when awake, 
they continu*d to have ſuch an Influence, 
that I could not preſently recover myſelf. 
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T 1s related of our ſecond-ſighted Brethren 

of the North, that they are fo far from 
looking upon the Gift as an Advantage or 
Excellence, that, if they could, they would 
part with 1t to any Purchaſer upon very eaſy 
Terms. If it be true what is further related of 
ſuch People, that Shades and Ghoſts of dying 
Perſons preſent themſelves to their daily View 
before they are put into their winding Sheets, 
I muſt agree with them, that a Purchaſer, 
if poſſible, would be ſtrenuouſly ſought after, 
but the Eaſineſs of the Purchaſe would, in 
my Opinion, tempt none but Fools to buy. 
The Application is ſo natural to my own Caie, 
that I ſhall not need to have a Cryer to pro- 
claim my Uueaſineſs, or that I would even 
give a Recompence to any that would eaſe me 
of my preſent Burden, However, my Com- 
tort is, that ſome Good may accrue therefrom 
to my Countrymen, and ſuch a Hope will 
ſupport a generous Spirit under much greater 
Inconveniences. But the Viſion of this 
Night affected me more ſenſibly then any, 
or all, che preceding. Whether it proceded 
from the Perſon, or the Matter, I cannot * ; 

| BE 


6 


but it gave me ſuch a Touch of the Violences 
to human Nature, under the Stroak of a judi- 
cial Deſpair, that I could almoſt applaud 


Judas for his Execution of himſelf under the 


Viſitation. 

As ſoon as compos'd to fleep, methought I 
was led by the ſameGuide thro? the ſame Walks 
toward the ſame Place; before I reach'd which, 
from the thickeſt Gloom of a dark Grove, 
ſuch Groans, ſuch Sighs, and piercing Eja- 
culations, ſtruck my Ears, that my Guide, 
who would fain have enticed me forward, 
found it impoſſible to remove me. In Com- 
plaiſance to the vaſt Concern he oblerv'd me 
in, he made a Stop, and let me have my 
Humour. I immediately drew up to the 
Place whence the Sounds came, which was 
dark and horred enough to inſpire Melancholly 
into a Buffoon, and make a Libertine thought- 
ful. I could obſerve ( from what Light I 
know not, for ſure I am the Place afforded 
none) a Perſon of Gravity and ſome Ap- 
pearance, Jaid on the Ground at his full 
Length, with a Lambſkin folded up, and 
carefully claſp'd between his Arms, ſighing 
and groaning at every Turn, as if reſolv'd to 
make his Soul an Exile to his Body at that 
very Inſtant, I made Signs to my Guide to 


have his Opinion whether it might be proper 


to interrupt him, fo far as to aſk him the 
Grounds of his Calamity ; but, with a for- 
bidding Frown, he rebuk*d me, and forc'd 

| | me 
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eo leave my Curioſity a little longer upon the 
Tenters. After two or three Groans and 
Sighs, not inferior to any of his former; 
Wretch that I am, cry'd the Perſon, who 
ſhall eaſe me? What Plaiſter for a wounded 
Conſcience ? When ] preſent myſelf before my 
unavoidable Judges, will they notreproach me 
with my putting Juſtice to Sale ! Will not 
this very Lambſkin be a Witneſs againſt me ? 
Begon then, vile Evidence of my Infamy ? 
I wiſh now to part with thee with ten times the 
Ardour I once labour'd to obtain thee. O- 
that I could have foreſeen the Calamities thou 
haſt brought upon me!] Accuſer I need none: 
Here, here is my Acculer ; I carry it within 
me. Avaunt ye Widows and Fatherleſs, 
whoſe Cauſe I have proſtituted over and over 
to Luxury and Ambition. I myſelf will fave 
you the Charge of Council; I myſelf will 
plead againſt myſelf to procure the Juſtice I 
refus'd you. But, alas ! what will all my 
Pains avail? Your Remedy 1s 1mpoſlible ; 
for Recompence is not within my Power to 
make. Redouble then up your Forces, my 
Diſpair; exanimate my Soul as ye have done 
my Body. That Stock, or Stone-like, I 
may be inſenſible of Senſes. On Utterance 
whereof, he fetch'd a Groan fo heavy, as 11 
his Wiſkes had obtain'd and Spiritua! Nature 
was itſelf expiring. | > 
But, after a very little Interval, he rais'd 


himſelf up an end, in ſuch a frantick 8 
khat 
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that my Apprehenſions ſeem'd to leave him to 


ſear for myſelf, but my Guide, with a Smile, 
encouraging me, I kept my Ground, ye 
Powers, ſays he! Do I accuſe you? I know 
full well; I know that I am Author of my 
own Deſtiny. O curſed Folly ! Oh vain De- 
luſions! For, could the Fatherleſs forgive; 
the Widow plead my Pardon; yet ſtill re- 
mains enough to exclude me any Eternity 
but the worſt, Pray what had Judas for 
betraying his Maſter? Thirty Pieces of Sil- 
ver; ſure then I was the more conſcionable 
Rogue of the two, that ſold innocent Blood 
for a I/eſtphaly Ham, and a Bottle of French 
Claret? But, to ſay Truth, I oblig'da Friend 
into the Bargain. But what Friend ? a Black 
or a /hite? Both, both in one. Fool that I 
was, to lend an Ear to ſuch a Motion. I 
knew him, by Report at leaſt, to be Forni- 
cator, Poiſoner and Adulterer. A glorious 
Devil incarnate for a Judge to give an Ear to. 
Thus, £Zjau-like, I fold my Birthright for a 
Mets of Potage. Oh that, like him, I could 
as ealily part with my Inheritance] Come, 
come along, you infernal Janizaries | Come 
and haul] me to the Place alloted for me. 
Plagues greater than my dn you cannot give 


me; and yours is Company deſirable be- 


yond my own a thouſand thouſand times. 
Here he ſet up ſuch Shrieks as ſeem'd to rend 
the very Weiking, and the Company that 
came trom the Stately Fabrick at the End 0 
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the Walk, plainly ſhew'd, by the Hurry 
they were in, that they had reach'd their 
Ears, and brought them to enquire into the 


Occaſion. So ſoon as ever the Viſited had 
fixt his Eyes on 'em, Welcome, Welcome, 
ſays he, my Friends. Come, I'll go along 
with you ; for, ſince greater Mitery is not in 
your Power to give, how imprudent were it 
to diſpute your Authority? 

The poor Wreteh, methought, went readily 
along with his Leaders,. and we were following 
after to ſee the Event, when we ſaw a Croud 
of a matter of five hundred People driving a 


Fat-gutted Fellow before 'em, who roar'd, 


and ran as if for a Wager. The Croud were 
all arm'd with Shoemakers Straps, which, 
as often as they could reach him, they diſ- 
penc'd upon his Back, with fo hearty a Good- 
Will, that but few Stroaks were given with- 
out the Blood following after. We drew a 
little aſide, to let the Concource paſs, who 
were ſo intent upen their Work, that of 
twenty that we put the Queſtion to, not one 
would ſtay to give us any Intelligence of the 


Occaſion. We follow'd them, however, as 


faſt as we could, and my Guide knowing all 
the By-ways to the Court, got me Entrance 
before any of em made their Appearance. So 
ſoon as he. had put me under the Care of the 
Clerk, he withdrew, and left me full of Fear 
and Anxiety for the Frantick in the Grove. 


But it was not of any long Continuance 3 For 
. | [ 
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T ſaw him immediately brought in by his 


Guards, and plac'd at the very Bar. Iobſer- 


ved the ſame Frenzy remain'd upon him; 


| tho?, when Minos demanded of him who he 


was? he held out his Lambſkin, and ſkook 
his Head, without faying a Word. Minos 


then demanded of him what brought him 


there? He gave a grevious Groan, and an- 


ſwer'd, a wounded Conſcience. Which in- 


deed, was all the Anſwer they could get from 
him toany Queſtion they afk*d. The Judges 
all three had a compaſſionate Concern in their 
Countenances; yet, without more ado, they 
ordered him toa Cell by himſelf; for it was the 


Opinion of *em all, that Cauldrons of Molten 


Lead, and Pits of laſting Fire, were only 
thrown away upon a Perſon under a wounded 


Conſcience. 


So ſoon as he was remov*d out of Court, 
and ſent to his appointed Cell, before the 
Cryer could look over his Roll to call any new 
Criminal, the Fellow we had ſeen with the 
Correctors at his Tail, preſt in, and put the 
whole Company in a ſort of an Uproar. The 
Fellow's Back was all on a gore Blood. How- 
ever, I remark'd, as ſoon as ever he enter*d 
the Place, he betook himſelf to the Grand 
Paw, and ſtept it up to the Bar as majeſtically 
as a young Granadier doing his Exerciſe juſt 
before he quits Guard: The long-fided Fel- 
low began to make molt grievous Complaints 


_ of the Barbarity of his Uſage, and inveigh 


againſt 
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againſt his Perſecutors, as he call'd 'em, not 
only in vehement, but undecent Terms, 
You Son of a Shoemaker, ſays one of 'em, 
hold your Babling : We know you are a 
Limb of the Law, but don't prate here, for 
you won't be paid for't. My Lords, ſays he, 
we are a- Parcel of free- born Subjects, tho? - 
1 his Countrymen; and he has been the Means 
of ſending us here before him, by ſtarving 
1 Us and our Families. We are all Members 
| of Literature, and us'd ro diſperſe it daily; 
| by which we got a comfortable Livelyhood, 
* till this Book-worm, or rather Canker- worm, 
I! interrupted our honeſt Traffick, and, by far- 
| ſtretch'd Informations, Declarations and 
Warrants, made Publications ſo dangerous, 
it chargable, and difficult, that Men were aft- 
| fraid to write, and, conſequently, we having 
little tocry, had nothing to live upon. He 
| would extract Treaſon, my Lord, out of the 
Lord's Prayer: And the Creed was not ſafe 
with him, unleſs we had Witneſſes ready to 
rove the Miniſtry believ'd it. But what was 
worſt of all, my Lord, he would proſecute | 
one for publiſhing what another Man printed; { 
and yet take no Notice of the Printer, becauſe 
he was his Acquaintance. He calls himſelf a 
State Officer ; to their Diſhonour, ſure, that 
employ ſuch Raſcals: He is fit for nothing 
_ but dirty Work, and therefore makes every 
Work dirty that he is employ'd about. The 
poor Man was ſo earneſt, that he would have 
gone 
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gone on, had not the Cryer, by Order of the 
Court, given him a gentle Check; at which 
he made a Stop, and gave the Court Oppor- 
tunity of aſking the Cull, what he had to 
ſay for himſelf? I am, my Lord, ſays he, 
a conſiderable Officer of the Court, and think 
it my bounden Duty to do every thing my 
Maſters ſet me upon. True it is, my Pot, 
as well as my own Profit, exacts of me a 
diligent Enquiry into all treaſonable Books 
and Pamphlets. I may, perhaps, enlarge 
upon my Declarations a little extenſively 3 
but that is only to demonſtrate the Dexterity 
of my Parts, and evince my Value to my 
Maſters z for, when it comes to be pleaded, 
the Jury are Judges; and if Tam wrong, the 
Defendent will have Right done him. 

Lord, ſays another that had not Patience to 
let him go on, I muſt beg leave to explain 
that Piece of Roguery before he proceeds, 
He tells the Court here, that if his Informa- 
tions are wrong, the Defendant will have 
Right done him: But how, my Lords ? 
Why truly, after his Notorieties, and coſting 
the poor Defendent perhaps all that he is 
worth ( which he is willing to hazard rather 
than go to Jail ) what, is this Right he 
cracks of ? Why, truly, a Verdi& without 
cither Coſts or Charges ; ſo that he carries 
the Comfort home of being yet out of Jail, 
tho? perhaps this ſhameful Proſecuter has left 
him but a Hairs Breadth on this fide it. In 
the 
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the mean time, my Lord, this ſhameleſs | 
Druggerman works with the publick Tools, | 
and is ſure to get Money, let the Cauſe go 
which way it will, and I appeal to your 
Lordſhips, whether that is not Encouragement 
enough, with a Perſon of his Complexion, to 
plague the whole Commonwealth of Learning, 
and every Member of it, with Warrants, 
Informations, and Declarations, evcry Term | 
throughout the Year. Beſides, my Lord, 
Ill there is another Expedient, which this wor- 
| | ſhipful Pettifogger makes filthy uſe of. II 
| he thinks his Information will not hold 
8 Water, he delivers, nevertheleſs, Notice of 
Tryal ; there is to him a Term-fee, which 
8 he charges, and is allow*d ! There is the ſame 
1 from the poor Defendent to his Lawyer, 
1 which is charg'd, and muſt by him be paid. 
And thus, without bringing Matter to Tryal 
(which perhaps at firſt was the leaſt of his 
| Intention) for five or ſix Terms ſucceſſively, 
| Notice of Tryal ſhall be given, and never 
proceeded on, to fill his own Pockets, and 
empty thoſe of the perſecuted Defendants. 
Neither, my Lords, is this one particular Þ 
Caſe: Half of theſe here preſent can witneſs, | 
that it almoſt ſets Particulars at Defiance. | 
But, my Lords, ſays the Cull, if I have 
offended, I have ſuffer'd ſufficiently for it; 
my Back and Sides are Witneſſes of it; and 1 
humbly deſire to know by what Authority it 
was inflicted, Upon which, another riſing 
| up, 
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up, made his Obeiſance to the Court, and 
undertook to anſwer his Queſtion. We were 
waiting on the Banks of the River the coming 
over of the Boat (for we heard he was in it) 
every Man arm'd with theſe relative Weapons, 
when, ſeeing ſo many of his Accuſers, he 


leap'd over-board, and, to have eſcap'd 


Taſtice, endeavour'd to go back; which 
the Ferryman perceiving, gave him a notable 
Tap with his Oar, and lay'd him along till 


we drew him to Land; but we gave him fair 


play, my Lord, and let him take Breath 3 
when, truſting to his Length of Shanks, he 
thought to have given us the Go- by; but to be 
fare, my Lords, as it was a Duty incumbent 
upon us to bring him before your Lordſhips 
for Juſtice, we haſten'd aſter him all we could, 
and, as any one of the Company got within 
Reach, fearful he might never reach him 
again, he was ſure to give him, by way of 
Remembrance, a Token of Strapado. Juſtice, 
my Lords, is all we poor Creatures aſk for 
all our Sufferings, and it your Lordſhips can 
think what little we have given him ſufficient, 
it is our Duty to acquieſce; if not, we ſhall 
acquieſce in the further Judgment of the 
Court. Their Lordſhips, without conſulting» 


order'd him the fame Exerciſe every Tern 


throughout the Lear; and under the Diſci 


pline of the ſame Hands: But the Fellow 


began to be a little unruly, and make Re 
ſiſtance; at laſt he leap'd over the Bar, and, 
E. as 
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as I apprehended, with an Intention to attack 
the Gentlemen upon the Bench. -Out of 
my great Zeal for the Preſervation of Juſtice, 
methought, I was going to give him a home 
Stroke over his Pole, which not being in the 
Way, my Fiſt fell upon the Wainſcote, and 
broke my Knuckles in ſuch a manner as 
awak'd me effectually. 
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Fa Man would conſider how ſmall a 


Wound gives him great Pain, or how 
little Pleaſures are apt to draw him aſide from 
the Purſuit of noble Ends, the Reſult of botff 
would convince him of his own Weakneſs, and 
the great Indiſcretion of repoſing any Confi- 
dence in either his Strength of Mind or Body. 
The Number of Ideots and odd Births will 


never let it enter into the Imagination of the 


moſt abſurd, that Man was his own Operator, 
and therefore, in my Opinion, his many vi- 
ſible Inftances of Weakneſs will lay him under 
a Neceſſity of. ſeeking a Reſource in ſome 


Power ſuperior to himſelf, who neceſſarily 


did create, and therefore muſt ſuſtain him. 
Ihe little Breaches made upon my Knuckles, 
causꝰ'd me ſo very much Inquietude for a Night 
or two, that J could not lay my Eyes toge- 
ther; for which Reaſon, not having the Art 
of many in the World, of dreaming awake, 
} did not dream at all; for as ſoon as Sleep, 
or even Slumber, began to take hold of me, 
Pain made her Mittimus, and ſent her away 
irom the Door as Country Juſtices do ſturdy 

Beggars, | 
But proper Application having alleviated 
my little Maladies, OY came again to claim 
2 her 
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her Dominion, and the very firſt Night of 
her new Eſtabliſhment, aſſerted her Authority 
ſo effectually, that ſhe would not give 


Room to dreaming, or any other Inter- 


ruption, The Night following ſhe yield- 
ed a little to natural Propenſity ; but took 
care to convey me to a Station, if not out 
of the World, hardly in it, though it was in 
the moſt pleaſant Part of Scotland. Varie- 


gated Plads, Oat-meal Faces, and genuine 


Beards and Eye-brows, were {till before me; 
fo that my Fate ſeem'd to have much of that 
of Midas, only variable in the Metal. Bleſs 
me, thought I, what can be the Meaning of 
all thts; when a ſmart Gentleman, in a 
Veſtment quite difterent in Colour to his Beard, 
advanc'd up to my very Noſe; And what 
have you, fays he, to ſay againſt my being a 
Lawyer? nothing in the World, reply'd I: 
I don't ſo much as call you to Remembrance. 


Nor I you, ſays he, if you go to that, And 


et he ſtopp'd there, and gave me a little 
Reſpite for Recollection. I then ſoon calPd 
to mind I had ſeen him a ſort of a Servant in 
a noble Family, iho'a Degree above a Li- 
very, and yet no Shame to his Maſter or him- 
{elft. Ido remember ſomewhat of you now, 
quo I. And what, I pray, makes you here? 
You know my Lord was both Orator and 
Poet, and often us'd to commend my pretty 
way of ſpeaking. He dying, to ſhew my 
Approbation of ſo profound a Judgment, I 

7 reſolv'd 
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reſolv'd to take the Gown upon me; ſo mu- 


tering up, among my Acquaintance, as much 


Money as would equip me, I took large 
Chambers, furniſh*'d *em with very few Books, 
and walking to Weſtmiuſter, and about the 
Hall, in a Term or two ] fell into pretty Bu- 
ſineſs. I was ſoon after advis'd to take a 
Wife; and finding one to my purpoſe, that 


had more Money than Wit, I ſoon grew 
greater than ever, and have ſent already to 


{dinborough for half a dozen Writers, as they 
call *em, whom, on their Arrival, I intend 
to make Attorneys of; and I doubt not, by 


their Means, in a little Time to make one ot 


the firſt Stars at the Bar: Nay, to let you into 
a Secret, by the Help of my Countrymen, I 
am not in Diſpair of being the third Man in 
the United Kingdom before I die: But what 
a Wretcham I ? My Clients fay for me. If 
you have any Commands for your old Friend, 
you ſhall find him fight your Caule as hold as 
a Highlander. 

He had hardly made me kappy by the Lofs 
of his Company two Minutes, whena Perion 
of another Make, but of the {ame diſtinguiſh - 
ing Tokens, accoſted me very reſpectfully. 
Sir, ſays he, did you know the Perſon that 


laſt parted from you? a meer Muſhroom, 


take my Word for it, and knows nothing of 
the Matter he .has taken upon him. And 


how ſhould he? He never was bred to the 


Law. Then I way perſume, Sir, ſaid 1, 
2 that 
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that you were: For that Matter, ſays he, i 
have made it my Practice ever ſince the Uni, 
and have appear'd at the Bar of the Lords 
many and many a Time, eſpecially on Ap- 
peals of my own Countrymen : Not but Iam 
very well heard in all the Courts, tho* 1 con- 
feſs ſometimes the Brogue upon my Tongue 
will not let me be ſo well underſtood. But 
it is pretty well wore off by Cuſtom; for Uſe, 
you know, makes Perfectneſs. In fine, if you 
have any Commands for me, you will hear 
of me at Young-Wills in Buckingham Court : I 
lodge hard by, but, for the ſake of my Health, 
I have made choice of an Apartment three 
Story high, which makes it ſomewhat trouble- 
{ſome to ſome of my Clients; but Health is 
preferable to Wealth. There you'll find me 
on all Occaſions ready to ſerve you. 

Bleſs me, thought I, at parting, have we 
not horn'd Cattle enough of our own, but we 
muſt be beholden to the Union for ſuch as want 
'em? J hope that is not the only valuable 
Conſideration for poor England : If it be, the 
Equivalent Money was parted with in an ill 
Hour, What's that you ſay of the Equiva- 
lent Money, Sir? cry'd one nearer my Back- 
{ſide than I thought for. That it was three 
hundred thouſand Pounds, Sir, quo I. A 
very valuable Sum ever fin King Fammy the 
firſt's Days, Troth is it, Sir, quo he; and 
well ligg'd oout, were it not? I had a mind 
to carry on the Humour, and to continu'd the 

| Drollery 
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Drollery. In geud fath, Sir, quo I, I well 
ken a Friend of mine whoſe Back-door was 
open, and twice ſix- penny- worth Sterling, of 
roaſted Rhubard ſtopp'd the Gap and made 
all weel, Yee's a pleaſant Man, and very 
marrily diſpos'd, quo he, and le like yee 
weel : bur better ſhould I like yee could yee 
help me to any Buſineſs, What Buſineſs do 
you want, ſaid I ? What is your Employ ? 
In my een Country, quo he, Iſe was what 
yee here call a Lawyer : But hearing whar 
bonny Doings yee have in theſe Parts, I am 
come up to make my Fortune, I ſet out with 
about twa dozen more, Iſe think there lack'd 
but een of the Number; but Sawny being 
{ound a Head, and light of Heel, made haſte 
afore to make his Market, Well kenning 
the awd Saw ſaies, firſt come firſt ſarrowed. 
You are certainly right, ſay'd I; and one of 
your own Countrymen parted with me this 
Moment, who would have done your Buſineſs 
effectually. I ken not his Name, but you 
may hear of him at Dung-Wilis in Buckingham 
Court, near Charinz-Crofs, Gin yeel gi it me 
down in ſcript Iſe thank you, quo he, and 
gin he is my Countryman, Ie ſure to ſmell 
him oout. He pulPd out his Pencil, and 
wrote down what I had told him: Upon 
which he thank'd me, and took his Leave. 

| The ſuperſtitious Heathens, on their meet- 
if ing an unpromiſing Face, look'd upon it as 
” Gminous, and I think the Mabometans are ſo 
: E 4 much 
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| much of the fame Perſuaſion, that on any 
i Jike Rencounter, they return to their Dwel- 
Iings, and fit on their Sophas all Day after 
j imoaking Tobacca, and ſwallowing Sherbet, 
l till they go to ſleep. Tho? I deſpiſe Super- 
| ſtition as much as any Man, three ſuch fevera! 
Attacks ſucceſſively, put me out of my com- 
mon way of thinking; and tho' the Oddneſs 
of the Accident could not make me return 
home, it made me a little cautious of my 
| Steps, and, as the Proverb adviſes, I took 
| care to look before I leap'd : But human 
q Caution is all fruitleſs againſt Deſtiny. z which 
| I can better admit of in ſimple Actions, than ö 
in ſuch as muſt call the Goodneſs of Omni- | 

N potence in Queſtion. By Deſtiny, therefore, 
it is plain I mean no more than what we com- 

monly intend by Luck or Fortune, and ſure 

no Man but will agree, that mine was of the 
| Hardeſt, after three ſuch Eſcapes, to fall in- 
{ continently into another worſe than all the | 
l foregoing. | 
| Shakeſpear (and ſome of our modern Play- 

rights, follow him in that, tho' unable to 

| follow him in any of his brighter Excellencies) 
is apt, in his Scenes, to carry his Audience N 
from one Country to another, tho' diſtant 4 

rhaps a thouſand Miles. However impro- 
bable, and therefore contrary to Rules in the 
| Dramatick way, all who know any thing of 


the Laws of dreaming, muſt be forc'd to 1 
agree, that it is conſiſtant enough with \ 
Dreamers, 
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Dreamers, like Witches, to travel through the 
Air on Broomſtafs, and paſs from England 
to the Orcades in the Twilight of a Thought. 
I was in this Situation when Curioſity, or 
rather ſome malevolent Planet, led me to a 
Clamp of People that were gather'd together. 
They ſeem'd to be very buſy, but what they 
were abour, I could not diſcover, till I ad- 
vanc'd very near *em ; I then found it was 2 
Man and a Wife that had three hopeful I. ads 
to their Sons, then all in Company, who 
were taken up with Paternal Care how to 
diſpoſe of them to the beſt Advantage in| the 


World. The Man was for keeping two of 


'em, atleaſt, on their own Homſtead, and 
tending Sawny, if any, to ſeek his Fortune. 
He was a pretty Scholar enough, he laid 3 
could write and ſpeak Latin, as Meſs Fames 
aver'd, and therefore *rwere pity he ſhould 
bury the Talents, which Providence and they 
had indow'd him with, at home. The Mo- 
ther, on the other ſide, declar'd herſelf fully 
for taking the whole Benefit of the Union, 
and ſending for that purpoſe every one of them 
to the Souih of the Tweed; for Janet their 
Daughter was a hale, ſturdy Laſs, and could 


tarrow the Homſtead well enough. Who 


but ſhe, I pray, quo the Wife, has every 
Year carry*d out all our Dung to Land ; and 
has ſhe not drove, or held Plow, as well as 
the beſt een of all ? Therefore I am for ſend- 
ing your Lubber Loons aw] away to earn 

1 their 
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their Food abroad, and leaving only Janet and 
we to our ſelves. Sawney, you ken, has car- 


ry'd many a Pack, and kenning weel the 
Road, he can guid his Brethren the right 


Way; there let em each *een take his Courſe, 


and find Progue to their ſeveral Weembs. 


The geud Man ſcem'd to be ſatisfied with the 


profound Reaſons of his Mate. However, 
quo he, let us reſolve, before we part with 
them, what Occupations they ſhall each of 
them follow; Sacuney has already more than 
ainfe travelPd with his Pack at his Back; 
therefore Iſe vote for his continuing a Mer- 


_ chant ftill, The Wife, methought, did not 


difapprove of the Huſbands Allotment for 


-Sazoney, but ſeem'd reſolv'd, however, that 


the two younger ſhould be both of *em Prac- 
tiſers of the Law: For, ſays ſhe, as my 


Betters tell me, it is a thriving Calling, and 
many of our een Country have already expe- 


rienc'd the good Fruits of it, and whole 
Troops have follow'd, in order to do the 
jiame. Let not the Lads loſe their“ Tunities. 
But why two of a Trade, cry'd the Hul- 


band? "Trades are not fo ſcarce that we need 


to {tint ourſelves. Beſides, two of a Trade, 


as the Saying is, never agreee. The better 


for that, quo the Wife; for then they are 
more likely to cut out Work tor one another. 
Did you *eer ſce, Sir, any of our own F Wrt- 
ters 


* Opportunities by way of Abbreviation. 
Writers in Scotland is Latin for Atornies. 
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ters that could get Plad to his Back, gin he 
did not quarrel himſelf to ſet others a quarrel- 
ling? The Conteſt ſeem'd to grow pretty ſtiff, 
when, having ſtood, methought, a pretty 


while a ſilent Hearer, my Opinion of the 


Matter was aſk'd, and imagining, as in my 
own Country often happens, the grey Mare 
to be the better Horſe, I incontinently gave 
my Vote on her Side. When the Detendant 
very roughly demanded of me my Reaſons. 
She has given you, ſaid I, one ſubſtantial 
one already, that they will be able to play 
into one anothers Hands the better, and you 
know there is no Sport in Tennis, if the Ball 
ligs ſtill, To which I will add, that there 
is no fear of Paſtime while the World indures ; 
tor ſo long as there are People, there will be 
quarrelling; and as long as People are quarrel- 
ſome, there will be Work for the Limbs of 
the Law from Head to Foot. Theſe Reaſons 
ſeem'd to them both ſo weighty, that the 
Lads were all three ſeverally aſk'd the Queſ- 
tion; but Sawney, of all three, was the only 
refractory Body. He ſaid, he had carry'd 
Burden long enough, therefore he was reſolv'd 
to be a Gentleman as well as either of his 
younger Brethren. Beſides, continu'd he, 


Is it not plain before our Eyes what a great 


Man Thomas, our Neighbour's Son, is grown? 
For een Foot-boy to keep another 13 no little 
Advance, and Iſe ſure, if Meſs James ſay 


true, Iſe ſpeak ſpranter Latin than he. Say 
what 


r 
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what you will, therefore, Pm reſolv'd to turn 
} , 


Advocate, or Barriſter, or ſome ſike like; 
and let my Brethren, an they will, fill up the 


Places under me. When Iſe come to com- 


mence Lord Chief Juſtice, or Lord Chancel- 
lor, as I may do in time, I ſhall be better able 

to provide for 'em; and tho?, like others, 
I ſhould not care to own my own Parents, 
I can privately ſend em Money, which is 
always a Comodity much wanted in their own 


Country. Janet too, gin ſhe behave herſelt 


veel, and carry out Dung a Year or two longer, 
ſhall have her Silk Gown and Female Frip— 
pery ſuitable 3 for Iſe fall love to encourage 
Induſtry, and to ſee my Family- relations thrive 
as well as better Folks. Then, turning to 


me, what ſay you, Sir? Is not Sateney in the 


right? Is not the Feild of che Law wide 
enough for three of Us? 1 look'd round 
about, methought, to obſerve which was the 


ja feſt Side to determine on, when, obſerving 


Maugy the Mother ſmiling, and both Sides 
her Mouth eee a ſull Simper (tho? the 
Father and the two younkers carry*d no like 
ta vourable Symtoms) I ventur'd to give my 
Verdict on Sawney's Side: At which Moment, 
thinking I had robb'd them of thoſe Dignities 
to which they imagin'd they had no leſs than 
equal Title, they came up to my very Nole, 
and, with clutch'd Fiſts, ſeem'd ready to 
attack me. Like a Man of Prudence, 1 
began to expoſtulate and mollify, as well as I 

| | could, 
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could, telling them there were Places of Ho- | 
nour in the Verge of the Law ſufficient to lerve 


every one. This ſaid I, pointing to Satney, 
may be Lord Chancellor; and you, ſaid I, 
pointing to the next, will fill the Seat of one 
of the Lord Chief Juſtices to a Hair; and 
what ſhould hinder, I pray, faid I, but you 
may fill a third, and having Penſions above 
your natural Merits, you may all become 
Engliſh Peers ; and then, heigh for a new 
Houſe—— Tho? what I had ſaid ſeem'd to 


have mollify'd in general, I could not but 
take notice, that a ſort of a black crape cover 


hung over the Face of the younger. Younger 
Brothers are to a Proverb very apt to be am- 
bitious, and nothing leſs would ferve him, 
torſooth, but the Lord Chancellorſhip. Fa- 
ther and Mother in vain pleaded Seniority and 


Birth-right. 7ammy was a ſturdy Lad, and 
could by no means be got to have a little Opi- 


nion of his own Parts. I ſaw, methought, 
the Storm a coming, and exerted my ſmall 


Portion of Rhetorick towards a new Mitiga- 
tion; but, as if I had inſulted his Intelle&s in 


the moſt ſenſible Part, he flew upon me with 
all the Eagerneſs of a French Trooper ; but 
whether his Fire would have been as ſoon ex- 
tinguiſh'd, I cannot ſay; for Sawney, whom 
my Vote had made my Friend, came between, 
and ſoon after lay'd his Brother at the Heels 
of him. The Mother, immediately here- 


upon, ſet up ſuch a Squall as fetch'd poor 


Fanej 
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Fanet out of her Scotch Palace, who ſeeing 
her Brother on the Ground, concluded me 
the Agreſſor, and came furiouſly upon me, 
to let me taſte the Back-ſide of her Good- 
will. I conſider'd, that to reſiſt a Woman 
is equally as diſhonourable as running away 
from her, ſtood ſome little time in Suſpence 
what to do ; when, lifting up her Cherry- 
red, brawny Arms, and offering to give a 
Blow that I thought inevitable, the very 
Apprehenſion drove Sleep from my Eyes, and 
I wak*d : But ſo foon as I had a little re- 
cover'd, I could not help obſerving within 
myſelf, how weak a Creature is Man, that, 
ſleeping or wakeing, Shadows and Trifles 
take up his Imagination : Neither 1s it in the 
Power of that Reaſon he boaſts of, to ward 
againſt rediculous Interruptions and Amuſe- 
ments of no apparently good Tendency. 
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CTs of Benevolence are much more 
agreable, and therefore ſuitable to hu- 
man Nature, than Acts of Revenge: For, 
tho' the malicious Man may find a fort of 
Pleaſure in the Accompliſhment of his envi- 
ous Deſigns, it is ſo tranſient, that it can 
hardly be ſaid to have a Duration ſufficient to 
entitle it to the Name of Pleaſure ; and when 
over, a new, but falſe, Ambition of the ſame 
Nature, ſo excruciates the Faculties, that no 
 wite Man can think the Accompliſhment de- 
terves the Name of Pleaſure, or 1s worth 
ſeeking after. But the Benevolent Man is 
doubly happy in the Pleaſure he receives him- 
ſelf, and communicates to others. A Plea- 
{ure as ſubſtantial as it is extenſive, and ftrik- 
ing upon the Soul, ſeems to partake in its 
indiſſoluble Immortality. 
Under this pleaſing Contemplation, I lay*d 
me down to my Repoſe, when, as if I was 
immediately to reap a Taſte of the Fruits of 
it, I found myſelf without the Aſiſtance of a 
Guide, or the leaſt Fatigue or Hurry (as had 
before been cuſtomary) in the very Arms of 
che Clerk of the Court, who embrac'd me, 
| methought, 
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methought, with a wonderful deal of Satiſ- 


faction, and plac'd me under his immediate 


Care and Protection. But taking Notice, 
that only Minos was then on the Bench, and 
aſking him the Reaſon of it, I was anſwer'd, 
that it was Seal-day, and ſet apart to finiſh 
the Tryals of the Lawyers of this Week: For, 
continu'd he, the Croud of 'em is grown ſo 
yery great, that, to afford every one of *em 
a diſtinct Hearing, would take up more 
Time than the ſeveral Branches of Delin- 
quency of others attending would allow. Mi- 
nos, therefore, being moſt noted for his be- 
nign Temper, ſtays behind to diſpatch the 
Lawyers, while his two Coadjutors are fet- 
ling, in another Court, all Things ready for 
Examination of the Vintners, who come next 
in order for Tryal. 

Silence proclaim'd, the firſt call'd was the 
Band of Penſioners. As ſoon as the Words 
were out of his Mouth, advanc'd to the Bar, 
with a vaſt deal of Intrepidity, or rather 
Northern Aſſurance, a Clump of ill-favour'd 


Wretches, who ſeem'd no other than the un- 


couth Spawn of Catchpoles, Bailiffs and Pick- 
pockets. I clapt my Hands into my Pockets 
by way of Security, and then ventur'd to aſk 
my Protector, what they were? Theſe are, 


ſaid he, Wapping Attorneys, a Tribe of 


Rogues ſo well known, that their very 


Names render all Evidence unneceſſary. And 


yet I could not but take Notice, that there 
; | wag 
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was one that call'd himſelf King of them, 
who had a little of a better Appearance than 
moſt of the others, both as to Apparel and 
Vifage. I found, ſoon after, that he was 
appointed the Mouth of the whole, and ad- 
vancing to the Bar a little before the reſt, 
he deſir'd to be heard in Behalf of himſelf and 
Brethren, Mines told him, he knew before- 
hand, he had little to ſay for either: How- 
ever, if he would promiſe Brevity, he would 
allow him more Indulgence than he had ever 
allow'd any he was employ'd againſt, With 
2 Phiz much bloted with Gin and Porter, 
and an Air diſtinguiſhingly effectual, after a 


Hem or two, by way of Preparation, he 


open'd himſelf in the following Words; 
May it pleaſe your moſt gractous Lord- 

ſhip, I am delegated by theſe my Brethren 

before you, in Behalf of myſelf and them, to 


offer ſome Reaſons by way of Mitigation in ' 


their Favour. They do not appear before 
your Honour like common Beggars in Rags 
and Tatters to beſpeak your Conſideration: 
The Drapery they appear in, is their natural 
Robes, and if I appear a little better, it is 
owing to the great Goodneſs of a certain Jailor, 
to whom, I confeſs, I had done ſome dirty 
Services; for which Reaſon, he contributed 
to equip me. As for theſe poor Comrogues 
of mine, my Brethren, you will be pleas'd 
to conſider, my Lord, the Place of their 
Abode, and their Way of living. A Quar- 


tern 
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tern of Geneva, my Lord, is their Term. | 
fee, and if they ever are ſo happy to recieve 
ready Money, half Six-pence is the utmoſt 
they expect down for a Court-Appearance. 
Not but if a reſponſible Client does offer, 
which is not often, they take care to evidence 
their Diligence in their Functions, and make Þ 
him, now and then, find them a Beef-ſtake, n 
and a digeſting Dram of Rum, or Brandy. 1 
This, my Lord, was our way of living on | i 
t'other ſide the Water, and I dare appeal to: f 
your Lordſhip, if it would not be hard if 
thoſe who ſtary'd, or very near it, above 
Ground, ſhould come here, under Ground, 

to be puniſh*d with accumulative Penalties. I ; 
thought, ſay'd Minos, interrupting him, 

what your Harangue would amount to. You. 


Plead a Mitigation of Penalties, becauſe you 


have ſomewhat ſuffer*d above, which, I con- 


feſs, is ſomewhat out of the common Courſe 


of the World. However, I take your Prac- 
tices: to have been of that Nature, that no 
worldly Puniſhments can anſwer the Deme- 
rits. Therefore, directing him to a Troop 
of horn'd Janazaries ready at Hand, Taxe 


*em away, ſay'd he, and throw em all toge- 


ther in that burning Lake which their Deme- 


rits call for, and which only can compen- 
fate. 


He had hardly utter'd theſe Words, when 
a ſcreaming Voice or two was heard from 
among em, crying, Not Us, my oo 

. ord, 
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their Neighbours, the H/appiners, to fave 
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Lord, we are all Profeſſors of the Kings-Bench 
and Common Pleas; we do not live about 
Mapping; we are no Wapping Attorneys, 
Upon hearing of which, Minos demanded 
how they came there? Indeed, my Lord, 
ſaid one for the reſt, we were deluded; we 
ſaw 'em a great Company, and believing we 
might the better eſcape in a Croud, we thruſt 
in among them. But=——Nay, ſaid Minos, 
if that be the Caſe, take what you ſought 
for — Nor did the Janazaries ſtay to ſeparate 
them, but hurry'd all along under the firſt 
Sentence. 
I could not, for my part, have thought 
to have found a more deſpicable Crew than 
the laſt, but Nature is wonderful in the mi- 
nuteſt of her Operations. There preſs'd to 
the Bar, immediately on the Diſpatch of the 
laſt Tribe, ſuch a Parcel of ſquinting, ill- 
look'd Virmin, as I never before ſaw, and in 
ſuch Shoals, and with ſuch inharmonious 
Tones as thoſe Baſtard-bees about Privies 
are uſually heard to make in the Heat of Sum- 
mer. I aſk'd the Clerk who they were? who 
{ſmiling to ſee my Concern and Fright (for I 
could not for my Heart conceal it) he told 
me, they were HYhite-Chapel Lawyers. But, 
withal, advis'd me not to be affraid, for he 
dare aſſure me they would be of ſmall Dura- 
tion. And fo, indeed, it ſeem'd to fall out; 
tor, having heard by the way of the Fate of 


the 
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the Court and themſelves Trouble, they one 
and all mov'd to be ſent away where his Wor- 
ſhip ſhould pleaſe, provided it was not to the 
ſame Pit with the laſt, which, they aver'd, | 
would be the greateſt Diſgrace that ever be- 
fell em. Their Motion was granted, and a | 
new Set of Janazaries were immediately ready | 9 
at Hand to conduct *em. | 
Minos, being willing to make what Di- 
ſpatch he could, order'd the Clerk to ſum- 
mon, at once, all the Attorneys throughout 
all the Counties in Eugland, to make their 
perſonal and immediate Appearance. Upon 
which, there came ſuch Crouds as I never 


before ſaw. But as there muſt be a firſt of t 
the Croud, be the Croud never ſo great, the { 
Demi Barriſter of Bardnah Caſtle provid to be 
the Man. He came in a great Hurry, but 


it was not to his Trial, but to move the 
Court, that his County, being the largeſt in 
the Kingdom, might be laſt call'd. Why, 
ſaid the Cryer, you were all calPd together, 
and, I am of Opinion, muſt all anſwer toge- 
ther; and that you may eaſily do; for Coun- 
try Attornies will be Country Attornies go 
where you will; you have but one ſhort 
Term to make up your Ifſues in; but the 
poor Country groans under your Diligence all 
the Year round. Minos anticipated the 
Complaints he perceiv'd were ready to 
be made, and bid the Cryer hold his Tongue. 


At which,. an Attorney, a Borderer, 18 
| the 
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Ike Day their own, humbly mov'd his Hon- 


one our, that he might ſtand committed, and be 
'Or- Pf oblig'd to anſwer upon Interrogatories; at 
the the ſame Time offering his Service, and aſ- 
7] @&:..: . ; 5 

d, furing his Lordſhip, he would draw *em up 


{o tightly, that he'd defy an Liſoman, nay, 
Ja Six-Seſſion'd Criminal at the Od Baily, to 
ly get clear. But Minos not at all inclin'd to 
Pleaſantry or Jeſt, told him, that ſince he 
vas ſo good at drawing up Interrogatories, 
- IF he would take leave for once to interrogate 
t BY him without. And then aſk'd him, if he ever 
r knew 7/icked Will? Who he, ſays the Rogue 
ot conſummate Aſſurance, as well as any Man 
on Earth, And he tells me, ſays Minos, if 
there was a greater Rogue on Earth than him- 
ſelf, it was you. I cannot impute it to any 
Compunction, but rather out of a Hope of 
cajoleing this Court, as he had done many a 
Court on Earth, that voluntarily he confeſs'd 
all his ſeveral Scenes of Villany : Barretry, 
Champertey, Perjury, Lying and Oppreſſion, 
made ſome part of his Detail : Nevertheleſs, 
concluding with this Encomium upon the reſt 

of his Brethren, that ſift em all round to the 
Bottom, we ſhould find never a Barrel the bet- 
ter Herring: For, faid he, tho' ſome may 
be found that carry their Matters more ſwim- 
mingly than others, yet in the main we are 
all alike, He is gon to receive the juſt Re- 
ward of his vaſt Demerits, and, if you have 
no more to ſay for yourſelves than to delay 
Juſtice 
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Juſtice, I cannot ſee but it is the beſt way fo; 
you all to follow after as faſt as you can, 

At this almoſt ſevere Sentence; for it was 
not yet wholly pronounc'd, one preſs'd for- 


ward, and deſir'd to be heard, His Aſpect Þ 


bore a good deal of what we call Reverend 


„ 4 HAN. 
ens 1 ed 


and Humanity, and good Nature was ſo well I 


intermixt with Jollity, that I found myſelf 
retain'd on his Side before he utter'd a Sillable. 
If Minos had not ſeem'd to have the ſame Sen- 
timents, I believe in my Heart and Soul I 
ſhould have riſqu'd the Diſpleaſure of the 
Court, and have ſpoke in his Favour. But 
the beſt of it was, there was no need of it; 
Minos, as if he ſaw into the Sentiments of the 
Man, mildly bid him ſpeak what he had to 
lay. Encourag'd by this Permiſſion, 1 am, 
{aid he, one of thoſe Men call'd Attorneys ; 


I have long practic'd my Calling; but if the 
Poor have been the better for me, and the 


Rich Oppreſſor only worſe, I dare not diſpute 
your Commiſeration any more than your 


Juſtice. That this is Truth, I deſire not to 


be my own Trumpeter ; hundreds in my 
own, and Counties adjoining, can witneſs for 
me, many of which are here preſent. Errors, 
Miſtakes and Frailties, as a Man, I muſt 
acknowledge ; but it thoſe Errors, Miſtakes, 


and Frailties tended to no Mans Damage but 


my own, no Man having ought to lay to my 
Charge as to Practice, I hope, to wiſh for 
Mercy is not criminal, * that I may be 
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pity'd, if not acquitted. Examine, my Lord, 

my Witnefles ; there are many of them with 

you, tho' not a Tythe of what will come 
hereafter. 

He declar'd all this with ſuch a modeſt Aſ- 
ſurance, and it was attended with ſuch a pro- 
-digious Clamour of Aſſent from the Middle 
of the Croud, that Minos was forc'd to order 
the Cryer to proclaim, that there was no 
Need of the Appearance of any Witneſſes, 
for that the Cauſe was over. Upon which, 
reaching out his Hand, he lifted him to the 
Seat juſt under him; and bade him fit by 
the Clerk in Court, ſaying, he did not Know 
but he might have farther Occaſion for him. 
Methought I was fo overjo!*d it it, char ! 
made room for him with all tr. . 
imaginable, and paid him the ſa n 
I would have done a Judge. 

„ Encourag'd by this, methoug hu ap 
to the Bar, the verieſt Son of a Whei> hat 
ever Eyes were laid on. The modeſt xſſu- 
rance which had pleas'd ſo much in the laſt, 
ſeem'd to be wholly tranſmuted to the full 
Reverſe, as if our Law-Alchymiſt had ſtu- 
dy*d the Art, not of tranſmuting Copper into 
Gold, but Gold into Braſs. My Lord, fays 

he, with an immaleable Front, if good Deeds 
are ſo acceptable, pray hear a few of mine. 


My Friend and Neighbour there, Mr. Bro 


boaſts, and I believe very juſtly, of his 
Goodneſs to the Poor: I believe I may ven- 
turs 
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Juſtice, I cannot ſee but it is the beſt way fo: 
you all to follow after as faſt as you can, F 

At this almoſt ſevere Sentence; for it was 
not yet wholly pronounc'd, one preſs'd for- 
ward, and deſir'd to be heard, His Aſpe&t | 
bore a good deal of what we call Reverend 


Man, mildly bid him ſpeak what he had to 
tay. Encourag'd by this Permiſſion, I am, 
{aid he, one of thoſe Men call'd Attorneys ; 
have long practiced my Calling; but if the 
Poor have been the better for me, and the 
Rich Oppreſſor only worſe, I dare not diſpute 
your Commiſeration any more than your 
Juſtice. That this is Truth, I defire not to 
be my own Trumpeter ; hundreds in my 
own, and Counties adjoining, can witneſs for 
me, many of which are here preſent. Errors, 
Miſtakes and Frailties, as a Man, I muſt 
acknowledge ; but it thoſe Errors, Miſtakes, 
and Frailties tended to no Mans Damage but 
my own, no Man having ought to lay to my 
Charge as to Practice, I hope, to wiſh for 
Mercy is not criminal, and that I may be 
pity'd 


and Humanity, and good Nature was ſo well jor 
intermixt with Jollity, that I found myſelf F = 
retain d on his Side before he utter'd a Sillable, | © 
If Minos had not ſeem'd to have the ſame Sen- | c 
timents, I believe in my Heart and Soul I | ** 
ſhould have riſqu'd the Diſpleaſure of the p 
Court, and have ſpoke in his Favour, But 
the beſt of it was, there was no need of it; | 
Minos, as if he ſaw into the Sentiments of the | 
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pity'd, if not acquitted. Examine, my Lord, 1 
my Witneſſes ; there are many of them with | 
you, tho' not a Tythe of what will come - 
hereafter. | ? 
He declar'd all this with ſuch a modeſt Aſ- 
ſurance, and it was attended with ſuch a pro- 
digious Clamour of Aſſent from the Middle 4 
of the Croud, that Minos was forc'd to order | 
the Cryer to proclaim, that there was no 7 
Need of the Appearance of any Witneſſes, 1 
for that the Cauſe was over. Upon which, 4 
reaching out his Hand, he lifted him to the : 
Seat juſt under him; and bade him fit by q 
the Clerk in Court, ſaying, he did not know = 
but he might have farther Occaſion for him. 1 
Methought I was ſo overjo'*d at it, that 1 F 
made room for him with allt , 
imaginable, and paid him the ſa an 
| {© would have done a Judge. | 
/* FEFncourag'd by this, methought ap a 
do the Bar, the verieſt Son of a Whei'> hat 
ever Eyes were laid on. The modeſt Afſu- 
rance which had pleas'd ſo much in the laſt, 
ſeem'd to be wholly tranſmuted to the full 
Reverſe, as if our Law-Alchymiſt had ſtu- 

_ dy*d the Art, not of tranſmuting Copper into = 
Gold, but Gold into Braſs. My Lord, fays 

he, with an immaleable Front, if good Deeds li 

are ſo acceptable, pray hear a few of mine. | 

My Friend and Neighbour there, Mr, Bro--- 
boaſts, and I believe very juſtly, of his 
Goodneſs to the Poor: I believe I may ven- 
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more, ſays the Farmer. Did you pay him 


r * _ r 
- 


ture to ſay much more of my own, without 
Vanity. Twenty, I am ſure I am within 
Compaſs (ſhould I double the Number, per- 
haps I ſhould not enlarge) poor Farmers, my | 
Lord, that could not pay me the Money they | 


ow'd me what does your Lordſhip thin: 
I did? Why very kindly, and full of Com- 


paſſion ! I took their own Bonds; and ſure I 
am fome of them remain unpaid to this Day, 
Look you, my Lord, I have brought one 
honeſt Witneſs along with me; and one, 
your Lordſhip knows, is, in common Ac- 
ceptation, is as good as a thouſand. Mixes 
Knit his Brows, aghaſt at the Forwardneſs of 


the Fellow, reſolving to give his Impudence 


a Rebuke, tho? at the-Expence of a little Pa- 
tience : So directing himſelf to the plain 
Country Fellow he had brought along with 
him, Well, ſays Minos, and what were you 
in the other World? A Farmer, ſays he. 
And what, ſays Minos, have you to ſay for 
this Lawyer? That, at his Perſuaſion, I 
got him to arreſt a Man for me, a Neigh- 
bour of mine, for three Pounds; but I do 
not know how it came to paſs, but I was 
caſt, and he came to me after for Charges : 
But I was not able to pay him, ſo he took 
my Bond for the Money. Look you, my 
Lord, ſays the Attorney, did not I tell you 
true? And how much, ſays Minos, was 
the Bond for? Seven and Thirty Pounds, no 


any 
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any Part of it? ſays Minos. Part of it, 


ſays the Farmer. Nay, Mets, I paid all; 


and then I dy'd. At this the whole Croud 
burſt out into a loud Laugh; and the Law- 
yer was order'd into a Lake apart. 

Upon this I could perceive a great Neſt- 
ling and Juſtling among the Lawyers, not to 
come nearer, but to get as far off as they 
could. One of the Tribe, neither of the 
leaneſt or leaſt Size, had ſqueez'd himſelf 
thro? to the very Bottom of the Hall, juſt to 
the Portal; when he was ſeiz'd by another, 
who prov'd a Match for him, and dragg'd 
him by the Collar, thro' the ſame Throng, 


up to the very Bar. My Lord, cries he, I 


have been ſecking this ſly Dog all over, and 
could not ſet Eyes on him, till now that I 
met him ſtealing himſelf away thro? the Por- 


tal. I am ſure he is guilty enough to be ſen- 


ſible of it; for I am not the only one, by an 


Hundred, that he has brought before your 


Worſhip before their Time: For my Part, 
he, and his Brother-Rogue on the other ſide, 
divided Verdicts ſo long, that I was forc'd to 
part with my Eſtate for little more than what 
his Bills came to, and ſell my Coach and 
Horſes to buy Carts to husband a little Farm 
I was neceſſitated to ſubſiſt upon; and he 
took occaſion to drive me thence, becauſe my 
Neighbours were apt to throw my Uſage in 
his Teeth, My poor Wife broke her Heart 


upon it, and three of her Children were drove 


* out 
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out to Service by it; for he would not let me 
reſt where- ever I went, but was always pla- 
guing me with one Demand or other, that, to 
get rid of him, I was glad to get hither; and, 
thank my Stars, he did not long ſurvive, but 
is come to anſwer all before your Honour. 
My Lord, ſays the Lawyer, trembling, this 
is a Court of Juſtice, and no Man, in a 
Court of Juſtice, is to be condemr'd unheard, 
My Acculer ſays I was his Lawyer; and he 
ſays true. He accuſes me of dividing Ver- 
dicts with the Attorney of his Adverſary : If 
ever I did it, my Lord, it was in his Service, 
to avoid a Trial he was not altogether pre- 
par'd for, in order to bring it on with greater 
Force the next Aſſizes: And the Event ſhew'd 
the Wiſdom of the Thing, and we always 
had a Verdict in our Turns. This naturally 
enhanc'd the Charge; and my Bills running 


very high, which he was not able to diſ- 


charge, I took his Eſtate in Payment, and 
Paid him the Overplus: Nay, I over-paid 
him, my Lord: For I had omitted many 
Articles, and had forgot to charge Intereſt 
of all the Money I had advanc'd ; and, dun- 
ning him for theſe Omiſſions, he would per- 
ſuade your Lordſhip to put 1t to the Account 
of Perſecution : But your Lordſhip is Maſter 
of more Perſpicuity than to credit him, True 
it is, I-now Jive in the Houſe that once was 
his; and his Tenants are apt to twit me for 
it: But it is my Frugality that irritates their 
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Spleen ; for, tho' I take care to live in Plen- 


ty in my own Territories, J can fee no Re- 


fon why the poor Rogues around me, ſhould 
be the better for an Affluence they envy, 
Minos, at this, knit his Brows, and ſhook 
his Head 3 and not being able to wait for 


| Witneſſes, which he found were needleſs, he 


order'd him, without more ado, to be thrown 
into a Pit within Cry of his laſt Brother, 
where their reciprocal Groans might advance 
each other's Miſery. | 

I could not but obſerve, that, after this, 
there was a total Terror; and that none 
offer'd to preſs up to the Bar, as they before 


us'd to do. And yet a little Whipſter of 


the Law, methought, danc'd about, as if he 
imagin'd that he could ſay ſomewhat to the 
Purpoſe, if he could flatter himſelf with any 
Proſpect of a Hearing. He cock'd up his 
little Chin, he ſmil'd, he ſpruc'd himſelf, 
and us'd all the pretty Arts of Adulation to 
recommend himſelf, that I was really in pain 
for him, for fear of a Diſappointment, M 

Friend, the Clerk in Court, took Notice o 
him, as well asI ; and he ſeem'd to be actu- 
ated with the ſame Curioſity as myſelf, to 
hear what he had to offer. His Drapery did 
by no means leſſen our Curioſity 3 for he was 
elegantly expreſs'd in a Tye-Wig, Scarlet 
Coat, Embroider'd Waiſtcoat, Velvet Bree- 
ches, Red Stockins and Shoes exactly Fe- 


minine: And thus, like a perfect Butterfly in 
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the Height of Day, he danc'd from Side to 
Side, as if the Quickſilver of his Brains had 
quite forſaken his Head, and was fallen into 
his Heels. My Friend and J could hardly for- 
bear more than ſmiling. Encourag'd by 
which, little Maſter advanc'd a little; and, 
after a ſhort Pauſe, My Lord, ſays he, it is 


very true, my Daddy did place me in one of 


the Inns of Court, to ſtudy the Law; but I 
was wiſer, I thank him: For, knowing my- 
felf Heir to a good Eſtate, initead of Coke 


upon Littleton, I read Biſh and Rymer, and, 


in the Opinion of all my young Brotherhood, 
in a little Time became a notable Proficient, 


This naturally led me forward to Plays and 
Maſquerades; and who but ] to gallant the 


Ladies thither. At laſt, my pretty Parts, as 
they were pleas'd to phraſe it, admitted me 
into a Society at a Coffee-houſe near my Cham- 
bers, notoriouſly famous for Hobbiſm, Infide- 
lity, and Free- Thinking; ſo that I ſpent my 
Hours moſt luxuriantly, and without trou- 
bling my ſelf with the Thought of any thing 
more than what to eat, drink, or wear. But 


this, my Lord, was my Bane: I feaſted my- 


ſelf into an Inflammation; and am come here, 


my Lord, to cool myſelf, I ſuppoſe. How- - 


ever, my Lord, you ſee I am no Lawyer; 


and therefore not within your preſent Purlieus 


for which Reaſon -I ſhould take it kindly if 
you'd ſend me back, for one Fifty or a Hun- 


dred Years, to the Place from whence I 


came. 
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came. The Guards ſet up ſuch a hollow- 
Horſe-Laugh at this, as made the very Roof 
ring. But Minos order'd him to be ſet by, till 
his Coftee- Houſe Fraternity came upon their 
Trials; and the Row of Janizaries diſpos'd 
of him accordingly , without heeding his 
Complaints, that they rumpled his Clothes, or 
put his Wig in Diſorder. 

Scarce was that young Stripling carry*d 
away, when another of ſomewhat the ſame 
Age, tho* of a different Species, came to 
ſupply his Place; and, with abundance of 
innocent Aſſurance, My Lord, ſays he, mine 
will be the hardeſt Caſe that ever was, if 1 
am puniſh'd, fince I ſhall ſuffer for other 
People's Faults. A good old Aunt of mine, 
willing, as having Money enough, to put me 
out into the World, plac'd mea Clerk to an 
eminent Attorney. I was the youngeſt of 
Seven; and yet, my Lord, any Two might 
have done all the Buſineſs he had to do: Con- 
ſequently, my Lord, I was to lye by till my 
fenior Clerks made Room for me, to deliver 
a Subpana, or carry out a Declaration, being 
the higheſt Employ I arriv'd at for a Year or 
two. That over, I began to learn to fill up 
a Bond, or copy a Writing of no very great 
Moment; and in this a Year or two more 
was waſted: So that, when I was gradually 
advanc'd towards a Station of Underſtand- 
ing, and fit for the Tricks of my Trade, 
my Clerkſhip was near expiring 3 and yet, 
EF 4 as 
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as near as it was, I expir'd before it. Indeed, 


my Maſter us'd to Sugar-plum me up, and 
ſay to all his Clients, that I ſhould make as 


pretty a Clerk as any he ever brought up; 


but I hope, my Lord, I ſhall not be reſpon- 
{ible for mere Poſſibilities. I can aſſure your 


Lordſhip, in a Law-Way, I never did Wrong 


to Man, Woman, or Child ( for myſelf, I 
mean) and if any ſuch thing was done, by 
following his Orders, I fee him here in Court, 


and humbly ſubmit it, that he himſelf may 
anſwer for them. For my part, I have ſeen 


more of the Folly and Vanity of the other 


World, ſince I came here, than ever I did 


while I liv'd there: I deſire, therefore, not to 
be ſent back to the Place whence I now look 
upon it that I have had ſo lucky an Eſcape ; 


but diſpoſe of me as in your great Goodneſs 


you ſhall deem meet, I ſhall be fatisfy*d. 
Theſe Words were deliver'd with ſo much 
Modeſty and Freedom, that Minos, with a 


Smile, calPd two Spirits, of a moſt excellent 


and ſingular Aſpect, and bade them wait on 
him to thoſe ever-fragrant Groves where the 
Virtuous only reſide, till they are calPd to 
take their Places in more glorious Stations. 
could not obſerve one diſcontented Counte- 
nance in the whole Concourſe: The Sentence 
pleas'd; and gave his quondam Maſter fo 
much Self- Satisfaction, that, hoping to make 
2 Merit of his Clerk's Advancement, tho” 


he was before among the Sneakers, he now 
| turn'd 
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turn'd Tail, and came up to the very Bar. 
There was not ſo much Difference in their 
Countenances from their two Ages, as there 
appear*d from their different Diſpoſitions. A 
Snakes Skin, tho? caſt, retains its natural 
Spots; but it is peculiar to the Diamond, to 
ſhine moſt in Darkneſs. As foon as he was 
got near, I thank your Lordſhip, cries the 
old Fox, I condignly thank your Honour, 
for your great Favour to little Roger : I al- 


ways thought he would deſerve it; and, in- 


deed, I took a vaſt deal of Pains with him. 
I dearly lov'd the Boy; and, if your Honour 
would have the Goodneſs to indulge me ſo 
far, ſhould be glad to have ſome Converſa- 
tion with him. I take upon me to aſſure 
your Lordſhip, my Time ſhould be wholly 
taken up in giving him virtuous Inſtructions, 
fuch as your Honour ſhould fay he ſhould 
not be the worſe for. The Judge, methought, 
look*d very ſour at this Addreſs; tho', in all 
Probability, it might have had another Ef- 
fect in fome other Courts. But Minos de- 
manding if he was the Youth's Maſter, he 
boidly anſwer'd, he was. Give the Cryer 
your Name, ſays Minos; and let him call 


it. On which the old Cinque and Quatre be- 


gan to ſhuffle and cut; but, after a little 
Pauſe, gives the Cryer a Name, and he call'd 
out accordingly, Timothy Sell-cauſe, Imme— 
diatcly appear'd a great Number of Com- 


pla inants; but, when they came near to look 


57 him 
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him in the Face, not one of them all knew 
him. After a little Surprize on both Sides, 
Minos demanded the Meaning of it: My 
Lord, fays one of them, if this is the Villain 
I came to appear againſt, he has chang'd Vi- 
zors with ſome- body to put a Cheat upon us. 
Vizor, cries another; ay, and Perſon too; 
unleſs he is grown fatter in theſe nether Re- 
grow in the upper. A ſtingy, Lath- gutted 
Raſcal ! he was worſe than the worſt of Pha- 
ras lean Kine; for tho? he devour'd whole 


Pariſhes, Church and all, he never ſeem'd to 
fatten upon it. The Lawyer, finding he had 


made an ill Choice, would fain have ſtole 
off; but two that held him faſt, diſcover'd 


the Roguery, and acquainted his Lordſhip, 


that he had taken a wrong Name upon him. 
Minos, highly exaſperated at the Inſult, 
roſe up, and, with an angry Brow, ſaid, 
And would you go to the Youth in the Seats 
of Bliſs? No! He 1s gone where you can 
never go, However, you ſhall be ſent to a 


Place more ſuitable to, your Deſerts : For, 


ſince you thought good to take Shelter under 


a Name fo very notorious, I may conclude 


you would never take one worſe than your 
own. Take him hence, therefore, and place 
him Chin-deep in burning Sulphur, till Ti- 
mothy Sell-canſe comes to take his own Name 
from him, 5 


Minos 


gions, than ever he would allow himſelf to 
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Minos was immediately obey'd ; and the 
Two that ſtopt the Criminal under Sentence, 
happening to have been two of his Clerks, 
and pretending that much. of their Merit 
would have appear'd manifeſt on his Trial, 
one of them humbly mov'd, that he might be 
brought back, and arraign'd in his own proper 
Name: But Minos over-ruPd it, and ad visd 
em to be be ſatisfied with the Sentence; for 
if your Merits are only founded on the De- 
merits of others, you are but in a woful Con- 
dition. Your own Actions are what you are 
to ſtand and fall by. When thoſe appear 
properly before the Court, it will be Time 
enough to talk of Merit and Reward. You 
have one Inſtance here in Court, and your 
Fellow-Clerk was another; for Virtue muſt 
be aſſuredly rewarded, as Vice is puniſh'd. 
To imagine otherwiſe, is to play with Wild- 
Fire, Not that I would perſuade you that 
your preſent Imaginations will avail, what- 
ever they are: Repentance itſelf comes here 
too late; and a Who-would-have-thought-it 
7 may exaggerate the Folly, without any Al- 
14 leviation of the Crime. Methought the two 
if young Sparks, daſh'd in their Hopes, trem- 
1 bled; and tho' I adher'd to all the Judge 
had faid, I could not refuſe em a little Com- 
wi paſſion on their viſible Dejection: But when 
3 they began to ſhed Tears, and tear their 
' Hair, I conſon'd with them fo very heartily, 
F5 that 
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that it ſeem'd to throw me into ſuch an Ago- 
ny, that I awak'd. Though I was ſome 
Time before I could perfectly recover mx- 
ſelf from the Concern I was in, I leave 
any Man of Senſe to judge what was the 
Application, and what my Reſolutions, ſo 
ſoon as I had. 
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T a Coffee-Houſe t'other Day I was en- 
tertain'd with a didactical Dialogue, 
between two Gentlemen of the Law, that 
did not at firſt divert me only, but the whole 
Aſſembly. They certainly miſtook their St- 
tuation, and thought themſelves ſafe at the 


Bar; for foul Language was the faireſt Thing 


that flew out of their Lips: Till, at laſt, 
they threw themſelves into ſuch a Ferment, 
that what wiſe Men would have thought, at 
leaſt, Infelicities, they threw upon one ano- 
ther as Vertues, Their mutual Over-reach- 
ings were recriminated with an infultorial 
Pleaſure, till they had fully convinc'd their 
Auditors, that, as between them both there 
was never a Barrel the better Herring, ſo, if 
Juſtice had taken her full Claim on either of 
chem, they muſt both, at that Time, inevi- 
tably have been out of the Land of the Liv- 
ing. Thought I within myſelf, Sure I have 
been miſtaken, and there are in the World 
People that dream waking. How elſe could 
two Perſons, ſeemingly Men of Figure, pelt 
one another in ſuch a Manner, and make 
their own Weakneſſes and Failings a Subject 
for 
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for the Diverſion of Strangers! I confeſs, 
with me it did not long laſt to be Diverſion : 
What they call'd i, enforc'd my Pity 
and the Smile that 1 could not at firſt retuſe 


'em, became ſo nauſeous to my own Fancy, 
that J roſe up, paid my Two-pence, and re- 


tir'd home. 


So ſoon as I was got to Bed, the former 
Images were fo ſtrong upon me, that I am 


now compell'd to aflent with Claudian, fo 
far at leaſt, that we may ſometimes dream at 
Night on Things that paſt in the Day. 1 was 
however, methought, got to the old Bar, 
and under my old Protector. The Three 
{tern Judges were before me, when. a Perſon 
of apparent Sweetneſs in Behaviour came up to 


the Bar, and deſir'd ſhe might be heard by 


ner Council. Who are you? ſays Minos; 
and what is your Complaint? My Name 18 


Modeſty, ſays the Fair-onez and my Com- 


plaint is, that I am abus'd by thoſe, who in 


Appearance pretend to be my Friends. Are 
your Council inſtructed, and ready? ſays Mi- 


65, My Cauſe, reply'd the Fair, is fo inno- 
cent and juſt, that I did not come provided; 
but 1 don't doubt but among this great Herd 
of Gentlemen of the Long Robe, I can eaſily 
make Choice of a Couple that will anſwer my 
Purpoſe: (By which J underſtood, by the by, 
that this Court, like that of the higheſt Court 
of Judicature in my own Country, admitted 
but cf two Council in a Cauſe, well Judging 

nat 
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that Two is as good as two Thouſand, ) 
Make your Choice, ſays Minos; view *em all 
over: And when you have pitch'd upon your 
Perſons, we will give them a fair Hearing. 
Immediately on the Declaration, methought, 
ſhe was ſurrounded with a whole Troop of 
Gentlemen in Hanging Sleeves, that offer'd 
their Service. At which Time I diſmounted, 
the better to make my Obſervation. This 
offer'd to plead her Cauſe very cheap; ano- 
ther, for Half Fees; and another, in Forma 
Pauperis. The Lady ſeem'd to like none of 
them; or, at leaſt, thought proper to go 
farther a Field, before ſhe fix*'d. Upon this 
Irreſolution of her's, ſteps up to her very Chin 
Squire Burdo; but ſhutting his Eyes while he 
ſpoke, and offering his Service in ſomewhat 
of an ecftatick Motion, gave her ſuch an ill 
Repreſentation of his locutory Capacity, that 
the would not look upon him, any more than 
he had done upon her in his blind Applica» 
tion. 

This Rejection could not be long unob- 
ſerv'd by the reſt of the Fraternity, and con- 
ſequently faiPd not to encourage others to an 
Application for Reception into her Service. 
But one above all the reſt (he was too re- 
markable for me ever to forget him) told 
her that he was next to a Judge, and, not- 
withſtanding the Shabbineſs of his Perſon, 
it was well known that he could talk as well 
as his Betters; and if he never had had the 


good 
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good Luck to convince by Argument, he 
had many and many a time tir'd a Court into 
Compliance by his Rhetorick. As to Fees, 
he ſaid (tho? his favourite Vice was Avarice) 
for her Sex's ſake he would be moderate; for 
tho* never but one was known to have any 
Reſpect for. him, yet he had ſuch a Reſpect 
for all (that one excepted) he would be ſure 
to lay open every Faculty in her Service. With 
an Air of Diſdain the Fair- one ſeem'd to re- 
ceive his Harangue : Surpriz'd at which, lie 
pull'd out his Pocket Looking - glaſs, and 
finding one of his Candle end Cocks much out 
of Curl, flunk a little oa one fide, to put it 
in Order. 

This Repulſe confirm'd a Leaf of young 
Petticoat-Squires, in their Opinion of their 
own dear ſelves; and not any one of them 
made a doubt, but his Youth and Bon Mein 


* would do the Buſineſs. By Conſent, there- 


fore, they advanc'd in a Line, like, as they 
ſaid themſelves, the Three Goddeſſes on 
Mount Ida But, alas! every one of them 
return'd back, diſappointed of the Prize. 
The firſt pleaded his near Relation to Inno- 
cence itſelf, in his Name; and ſaid— oh 
how he ſaid! what he would ſay for her. 
But ſhe, little minding his adulatory Effu- 
ſions, turning her Head on one ſide, obſerv'd 
he had dropp'd a Paper; which going to 
take up, another of the Law ſav'd her the 


Trouble, and in a Courtly Manner preſented 
| it 
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it to her. On opening whereof, ſhe found it a 
Bill of 3 for Stock; which ſuffici- 
ently diſinclin'd her to fixing there; well ſa- 
tisfy*d that nothing of a Broker could be a 
proper Perſon to be entertain'd in the Cauſe 
of cither Honour or Modeſty. But what con- 
firm'd her the more was the Party who had 
deliver'd her the Paper took that Opportunity 
to whiſper in her Ear, that he who dropp'd 1t 
had, upon a certain Occaſion, advis'd a Cli- 
ent of his own clandeſtinely to atteſt as a Fal- 
fity, what he before had atteſted to the Pub- 
lick as an irrefragable Truth; and thereby 
infecting him with his own Puſillanimity, pre- 
vail'd on him to ſacrifice his real Honour for 
an imaginary Danger. But Prejudice to ano- 
ther, is not always advantageous to ourſelves; 
nor was it here: For, tho' by this Stratagem 
he had ſupplanted his Rival, the Road to his 
own ambitious Hopes was not ſo plain as he 
had flatter'd himſelf. Another's Demerit, tho? 
a Bar to his own Pretenſions, can of itſelf 
yield very little Title of Merit, even to the 
very Diſcoverer. However, he expatiated 
on the Failings of his Adverſary, ati made 
every one of them a Step to his own Accom- 
pliſnments. I never had to do with Stocks, 
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he cry'd; nor did I ever adviſe any Man to j 
ſacrifice his Honour to the Weakneſs of his | 
Fear. With theſe, and a Dozen more I ne- 

ver did's, he went on to aſſert his negative 
Merit, without offering at any one ſingle In- 


ſtance [ 
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ſtance of an Affirmative. This fo weary'd 
the Fair- one, that, without vouchſafing the 
| leaſt Reply, ſhe look'd towards the other; 
who, conſcious of his little Proſpect of Suc- 
cels by their Reception, march'd off again 
with them, with this ſuperior Comfort, how- 
ever, that he had not been refus'd, as they 
ſeverally had. | 
In the next Place came on a little Regiment 
of Coifs and Hanging Sleeves, intermix'd, 
all Men of Years, and ſeeming Experience 
and Gravity : But if they had ever been of 
her Ladyfhip's Acquaintance, it was fo long 
fince, that they had utterly forgot her, and 
conſequently paſs'd by without ſo much as 
offering their Service; which Behaviour, to 
be ſure, was Motive enough to her ſo to let 
them paſs, without ſtopping them to afk 
Queſtions. Fa. e | 
But they were followed by a Perſon fo 
promiſing from his Phyſtognomy and gentile 
Appearance, that, on the very Sight of him, 
my Good-will had pitch'd upon him for one 
of the Two, and my Wiſhes kept pace in his 
Favour. So ſoon as he beheld her, it was ap- 
parent he had known her; and the Gentileneſs 
of his Addreſs in offering his Service, fully 
confirm'd it. Madam, faid he, lowly bow- 
ing, hearing the Judges had allow'd you the 
Choice of Two Council, learned in the Law, 
to defend your Cauſe, ſpirited with an un- 
feign*d Zeal, I flew to offer the beſt of my 
Powers 
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Powers in your Aſſiſtance. I am ſenſible that 
the Honour of contributing to the Redreſs of 
a Lady of ſo many ſingular Perfections, is of 
itſelf Reward enough for either the moſt Am- 
bitious, or the moſt Avaritious: For who 
that beholds a Perſon of ſo many excellent 
Endowments, can forbear to wiſh he may 
have it in his Power to oblige her? to oblige 
one that has it ſo many Ways in her Power 
to return the Obligation — I found his Adu- 
lation all along had created ſome Uneaſineſs 
in her: But, on the very Utterance of the 
latter Part, ſhe turn'd away from him, and 
would hear no more, tho' he follow'd her 
ſome Steps very obſequiouſly, to have ex- 
plain*d his Meaning by an Apology. But ſhe 
walk'd away; and he found it was his Buſi- 
neſs then to do ſo too. 

Act this rate, thought I with myſelf, if ſhe 
will have her Cauſe defended, I fear ſhe muſt 


be her own Council; for tho? I could not but 


agree with her in the main, that the laſt Of- 
ferer had gone a little too far in his Declara- 


tion, yet Human Nature fo far took his Part, 


that J could not but think, in the higheſt 
Severity of Juſtice, ſhe ought to have allow*d 
him the Opportunity of clearing himſelf: Bur 
at the ſame time that benevolent Reflection 


brought to my Mind that excellent Line of 


Porlia's in Cato, 


Bu ſbe that once deliberates, is loft + | 
Which 
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Which immediately oblig'd me to alter my 
Sentiments of both. e 


However, curious to ſee the Event, I walk'd 


forward after the Fair-one, and had the Plea- 
ſure, ſoon after, to ſee her accoſted by a Pair 
of Barriſters Arm in Arm. They were not 
altogether unperſonable, notwithſtanding the 


Colour of their Hair, and the Freckles in 
their Faces. But, on their very Approach, ſhe. 
drew on one ſide, and, by her Diſregard, 


ſeem'd to tel] *em, that ſhe had read Osbour 
too often to imagine them capable of doing her 


Cauſe either Service or Honour. A Repulſe, 
without Hearing, confounded me more than 
ever; for I could not but apprehend ſuch a. 


prepoſterous Way of challenging, would iſ- 
ſue, as it ſometimes has done in our Courts on 
this fide the Water. Guilty, indeed, it could 
not make her; but I apprehended ſhe would 


hardly leave herſelf Council enough to make 


her innocent. 


But that Sollicitude was ſoon over: For, 


caſting my Eyes a little forward, I beheld a 
Group of Profeſſors making up to her; and 


in ſuch Numbers too, that I could not but 


flatter myſelf that, in ſuch a Multitude, it would 
be impoſſible not to make a Choice, and pick 
out a Couple. There were Ancients, Middle - 


ag' d, and Young ;. and the Deuce is in the 


Dice, thought I with myſelf, it we don't 
meet with a right Caſt here, This Company 


appear'd to have more of the Caſt of Conſi- 


deration, 


4 


rA A, 


Io” —_— _ 


Law VISIONS. 1155 


Seniority ſeem'd to imply Superiority z none 
of the Young, offering to poſtpone their El- 
ders. The firſt two that advanc'd ( for I 
found they had agreed to advance by Couples) 
were, to look at, a Pair of ſage grave Dons, 
of the wrong ſide Threeſcore; but ſo ſhame- 
fully youthful in their Imaginations, that I 
could hardly prevail on myſelf to beReve their 
Diſcourſe could be tolerable to themſelves. 
Their Looks and their Geſtures were anſwe- 
rable 3 ſo that ſhe diſpatch'd them without 


admitting them to Audience. The next that 


came were much about the ſame Age, tho? of 
quite a different Caſt; for, it ſeems, Avarice 
was their favourite Vice, and they had always 
us'd to treat the Cauſe, whether weighty or 
light, according to the Weight, not in the 
Head, but on the Brief. She diſcover'd the 
Mercinarineſs of their Minds, by the expand- 
Ing of their Hands, whence concluding them 
by no means proper Guardians of any thing 
valuable, ſhe gave a Sign with her Hand for 
them to march along. The Two next that 
advanc'd did it in ſuch a majeſtick Manner, 
that a Man might, without any Danger of the 
Act, have ſworn that they believ'd every Step 
they took was towards a Dignity, and Train- 
bearers, at leaſt, were at the Tail of them: 
She would have paſs'd them, as ſhe had done 
thoſe before, when one of them breaking his 
Rank, and coming cloſer, oblig'd her to 

lend 


deration, than any I had yet obſerv'd : For 
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lend an Ear. Madam, ſaid he, you may 
fee I am an old Stager in Law; I have 
pleaded at all Bars, and in all Cauſes; Dukes, 
Dutcheſſes; nay, even Monarchs, have been 
my Clients, and I never troubled myſelf whe- 
ther Right or Wrong, having an excellent 
Faculty at Bleaching: A late Dutcheſs had 
never gat her Fortune allow'd her, had the 
Eloquence of my Tongue been employ'd on 
the contrary Side; nor had — He was going ̃³ 
on, when, with a Caſt of the higheſt Dildain, 
the retreated a few Steps backward, and forc dd 
him to march on with his Companion at his 
Heels, | | 
This Cooler to the Ambitious, did not 
however cool the Ambition of the two ſuc- 
ceeding : On the contrary, they flatter'd 
themſelves that their Repulſe laid open a Path 
for their own Advancement. Under which 
Aſſurance, they preſented themſelves before 
her, each about the Age of Fifty. I confeſs 
the Circumſtances were ſo favourable, and the 
Perſons ſo promiſing, that my Aﬀent ran on 
their Side; but I found in a little Time, that 
Chance, not Choice, had coupled them : For, 
inſtead of laying out their own Excellencies, 
they laid open each other's Failings in ſuch 
opprobrious Terms, that I eaſily read the 
Deſtiny that follow'd, ſince what muſt offend 
the Ears of every modeſt Perſon, could never 
pretend to engage thoſe of the Lady, She 


turn'd her Face away, and left *em to _ 
| | their 
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their Leaders. After theſe, came up a whole 
Bevy of the younger Sort, ſome prinking 
their Bands, others diſpoſing their Whigs, 
and a few with Pocket Looking-Glaſſes ad- 
juſting their Countenances 3 but all upon a Le- 
vity and Wantonneſs, that I did not wonder ſhe 
ſurvey'd them with a decent Diſdain, and turn'd 
her Head away from them with Contempt. 
Nevertheleſs, I could not avoid a ſolicitous 
Concern for the Conſequences: For, thought 
J, if all theſe too are challeng'd, what will 
become of the poor Creature? She eaſily 
took Notice of an Anxiety, that it was im- 
poſſible for me to conceal, and, advancing to- 
& wards me; What? fays ſhe with a Smile, I 
believe you are in Pain for me? But don't 
trouble yourſelf, continued ſhe, Providence 
never forſakes any that repoſe a Truſt. And, 
I am apt to believe, you will ſoon experience 
the Truth of it. The Words had ſcarce 
& parted from her Lips, when I perceived two 
& Perſons advancing towards her, that, if I had 
not left em behind me, I could have ſworn 
to have been Tag — and young K——by. As 
if ſhe had had an internal Signal, the Lady 
Immediately made her Advances, and told 
em, when ſhe came up to them, that they 
were the Perſons ſhe had receiv'd Directions 
to put her Cauſe in the Hands of. Truth, 
Candour and Integrity are proper Qualifica- 
tions for the Champions of Modeſty 3; and 
Courage, Eloquence and Perſpicuity, will, 
| doubtleſs, 
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Water, perhaps, it might be objected againſt 


ever many, have any greater Weight than 


of the Failing I complain of, let us along, 


an unruly Multitude preſs'd along to hear the 


But juſt as I was ready to mount the Seat, 
and take my old Place (for I was as eager to 


_ trampled on my Toe, methought, and gave 
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doubtleſs, enable you to ſet out who are 
the real, and who the pretended Friends of 
Modeſty, This is all the Brief I ſhall 
trouble you with: Come on, the Judges are 
ſitting, and have promis'd me a patient 
Hearing. In the Courts on the other Side the 


you, that you are Parties concern'd in the 
Cauſe: But, conſider, Noiſe does not paſs 
here for Argument, nor will Words, how- 


Reaſon gives em. But leaſt I ſeem guilty 


and Truth and Virtue be our Guardians. 

She march'd couragiouſly forward, me- 
thought, before her Council, up to the very 
Bar, and myſelf in the Rear: When ſuch 


Pleadings, that they carry'd me before em: 


hear as the beſt of em) a huge brawny Son 
of an Exciſeman, more like than a Lawyer, 


me ſuch a Twinge, that I cry'd out and 
wak'd myſelf, But tho' that Part was only 
Dream, the Cramp had ſeiz'd me with ſuch 
a Violence, that it was at leaſt half an Hour 
before I could get rid on't. And thus, as 
the Poet ſays, all Dreams may have ſome- 
what ſignificant attend 'em. 
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VISION IX. 


IHE News Papers of late have enter- 


incongruous, that Foreigners, tho* ready 
enough to allow our Nation Non-parells in 
frantick Actions, will hardly believe it; and, 
indeed, it was ſometime before I could pre- 
vail on myſelf ſo to do. That a Lawyer, 
if an Attorney may be ſo calPd, a Man of 
a plentiful Fortune, ſhould be arraign'd, try'd 
and condemn'd for a Felon ; nay, for a Street- 


and Frauds, not of a capital Nature, had been 
long the Province of many of them; and, 
therefore, it is no wonder, that he had a 
Scotch Brother likely to accompany him in 
his laſt Minutes for thoſe leſs glaring (I mean 
as to them) and vile Enormities. But on En- 
quiry, I found the whole Riddle refolv'd into 
this: That eminent Lawyer had long been 
a Trader for the Students in the hopeful 
Academy of Newgate ; and that plentiful 
Eſtate he is faid to be Maſter of, was pro- 
curd by him by perfect Law Legerdemain. 
A Bankrupt, fays my Authority, deſirous to 
cheat his Creditors, made his Eſtate over to 
him, 


reprint ebooks 


tain'd the World with a Relation ſo 


Robber, is moſt prodigious. Subornation 
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him, and he, like a true Workman, made ic 
ſo faſt, and defended his Title againſt the 
Aſſignees ſo well, that the Creditor- Cheater 
cheated himſelf, and never could get a Far- 
thing of it back again. "Thus the Detail of 
the Inquiſition demonſtrates, that our Sur- 
priſe is meer Superfluity, and every Grain of 
Compaſſion will be prodigally laviſh'd on a 
_ thorow pac'd Villain, and an Attorney, 
Had he been born Heir to the Eſtate, tho? a 
Shoemaker's Son, ſomewhat might perhaps 
have been ſaid in his Favour, and Lunacy, at 
leaſt, allow'd him; but in this Caſe, the 
Cloth is all of a Thread; and the moſt we 
can offer is, who knows whether he may 
prove the only Son of a Shoemaker, a 

Lawyer, that deſerves a Halter? | 
Full of theſe, not very diverting, or agree- 
able Thoughts, I return'd home from my 
Enquiry, and found myſelf ſo diſpos'd to 
Repoſe, that I did not ſtay long our of my 
Bed. Yet thither the ſame Chain of Thoughts 
purſu'd me, and perplex'd me ſo much, that 
I could not fall to fleep, till meer Vexation 
and Inquietude of Spirit forc'd it upon me. 
I was got into the ſame Place, and now cloſe 
by my old Friend, when, methought, a 
haggid, ill-look'd Fellow held a Paper out to 
me, deſiring me to preſent it to the Judge, 
I ask*d him, what it was? He reply'd, a 
Petition. Upon hearing of which, without 
more ado, I gave it to the Clerk, who open'd 
It 
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it and read it; and then ſmiling, return'd it 


to me to do the ſame. The Contents were 


ſo very comical, that I retain'd every Syllable 
ſo amply, that I wrote 'em down next Morn- 
ing. It was as follows: 


To the Right Honourable and Reverend 
the Judges of this infernal Part of the 
World. 

The moſt humble Petition of 7obn Ketch, 
Eſq; 

Sheweth, 

HAT your Petitioner having long ex- 

ercis'd the Function of chief Hangman 
of the populous County of Middleſex, in the re- 
nowned and celebrated Kingdom of England, with 
unblemiſh*d Integrity, and with great Applauſe, 
had the great, good Fortune, very lately, to do the 
ſame good Office upon a couple of Lawyers. 

That the it is a common Saying, that a Dog 

taſting human Blood never will be ſatisfy d till 
he has his Belly full of it, your Pelitioner 
could not have believed it, had net Experience 


taught him the Truth : For, upon hanging thoſe 


two, I perceive I have got ſuch an Itch at 
hanging, that I never ſhall have Reſt, till I 
have compleated the Work on em all. | 


Your Petitioner, therefore, humbly implores, 
that in Conſideration of the Premiſes, 


wour Honours * Eve immediate Orders 


that 
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| that he may begin to ſhew his Dexterity 
on thoſe that are already here, nothing 

_ doubting but his vaſt Agility in his Work, 
will ſo win upon your Honours, that 
you will order bim to do the ſame good 

Turn for others, as faſt as they arrive, 


And your Petitioner, as in Duty bound, &c. 


Joux K Eren, Eſq; 


So ſoon as I had perus'd the Petition twice 
over, I return'd it to the Clerk, wondering 
what he would do with it; when I found he 
mee it up directly into the Hands of Minos, 
telling me, as ſoon as he had done it, that 
it was not the Cuſtom of that Court to re- 
fuſe a Reading to any Petitions; and ac- 
cordingly I ſaw it immediately return'd back 
to him to read aloud, which he did in the 
| Words before. 

It will hardly enter into the Thought of 
Man, what a vaſt Appearance there was upon 
the reading the very Title: They flock'd 
round the Court fo faſt, and in ſuch Crouds, 
that Silence was forced to be call'd three 
and three Times over before the Clerk could 
proceed; but when he had done, the Hub- 

bub encreagd, and every Lawyer there, 
againſt Practice and Principle, was ready to 


plead in forma Fauperis, One call'd out to 
| have 
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have the Villain made an Example of; and 
before he could utter any farther, another 
calPd out louder than he, That ſuch an In- 


dignity offer'd fo great a Body of Gentle- 


men, reflected upon the Honour of the 


Court; a third, too zealous to regard what 


either of the other had ſaid, broke in upon 
them, and told the Judges, it was his Opi- 
nion, that the notorious Raſcal ought to , 
fer in his own Way; and, rather than any 
Delay ſhould be offer'd, himſelf was there 
ready to be the Hangman. This Zeal of 
theirs continu'd ſo violent for the Space of 


an Hour, that there was nothing but Rage, 


Noiſe and Tumult: For no- boby could 


get Opportunity to ſay what every - body 


wiſh'd to be ſaid. At laſt, one that was 
taller and luſtier than any of the reſt, with 
a ſtentorical Voice, cry'd aloud, My Lords, 
am of Council for the Defendant 3 upon 
which they all ſignify'd their Willingneſs, 
that he ſhould proceed by a profound At- 
tention 3 and then he went on. 


Council's SPEECH, 


Appear before this Honourable Bench in Be- 
half of a Society of Gentry formidable for 
their Numbers; for they exceed the Sands on the 
Sea Shore; and who, were they capable of taking 
Wing, wowld be able to darken the Sun at Noon 
Day, mare eaſily than <2 Flight of Locuſts ever 
| 2 aid 
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did in Egypt. This great, this illuſtrious Body, 
may it pleaſe your Honcurs, find themſelves ö 
under the heavy Grievance of the defamatory «| 
Aljperſions, and virulent Malignity of a Villain 5 
ſtolen hither (for, had the Ferryman known who 
he was, he never would have admitted him into 
His Boat) for more ſiniſter Deſigns, perhaps, 
than this Reverend Bench, tho fam'd for Per- 
ſpicuity, are yet aware of. He propoſes, like a 
Dog as he is, to have the Execution of Men of 
Literature and Merit, and nothing leſs will 
ſerve his Avarice or Ambition, but to vent his 
Malice on the whole Race, But, my Lords, I 
humbly ſubmit it to your Conſideration, how dange- 
rous @ Requeſt it is: For who knows whether he 
entry flop there ® He does not alledge one good 
Reaſon to countenance his Barbarity, unleſs his 
Thirſt of Blood be one: For what an illogical 
Plea is it, that becauſe he has hang'd three or 
four Lawyers, he fhall be gratiſyd with the 
hanging of all? I would by no means fore- 
Fall the known Fuſtice of this Honourable Bench; 
but I hope T1 ſhall merit Pardon, if I make a 
counter Profojal to that of this ſcandalous Pro- 
Poſer : That the Execution, which he is ſo free 
to offer, to jo great Numbers, may be executed 
upon himſelf ; and, as a Brother of ours, now 
in Court, has offer'd himſelf to the Service, I 
hope this Horourable Bench, fam'd for Huma- 
nity, and the Encouragement of Virtue, will not 
diſcourage a young Beginner; but give bim an 
Opportunity 4 
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Opportunity of demonſtrating his Dexterity upon 
that dextrous Artiſt, in his own Way. 


This Harangue was receiv'd with univerſal 
Applauſe; and the poor Petitioner, in all 
Appearance, had a very unpromiſing Pro— 

ſpect: Till having Leave of the Court te 
ſpeak for himſelf, and defend his Petition, 
without being in the leaſt daunted (as how 
could he be daunted who had fo often fac'd 
the Gallows? ) deliver'd himſclf in the fol- 
lowing Manner. | 
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Pretend not, moſt Excellent and Honourable, 
to be a Man of Letters, or to abound in 
Words; therefore my Speech is not like to be 
very long, tho very plain. Hearing, from uni- 
verſal Conſent in the Piace where my Dominion 
is pretty well eſtabliſhed, that all Lawyers de- 
ſerv'd a Halter, I could not but ground a Petition 
upon it io this Honourable Bench, knowms that 
many of that Tribe had ejcay/d my Hands; and 
believing they muſt have come hither , if any 
where, I thonght I could not do leſs, in a long 
Vacation, than wait upon your Lordfhips to offer 
my Service, It is very true, the lajt Sample 
whetled my Ambition, as it confirnd the com- 
mon Notion, but I am certain it will never be 
a Blemiſh upon any Man, (at leaſt not in the 
Eye of this Honourable Bench) that be travails 
to promote Trade : I could vindicate the Action 
by many Precedents= But not to take up the 
G 3 precious 
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precious Time of your Lordſbips, one ſhall do as 
well as a thouſand. What would become of all 
my Brother Adventurers far North, if they 
were lo be confin'd to their own Country, and 
not allow d to ſeek their Fortunes with Packs on 
their Backs, in Lands more hoſpitable © Beſides, 
my Lords, what I offer by Way of Petition, was, 
in fact, an At of Charity | Here ſome of 
the Antients, quite out of Patience, began to 
interrupt] My Lords, ſays Reich, I gave them 
no Interruption, and, from your well-know!y 
Candeur, I dare promiſe myſelf the like Juſtice. 
T jay, my Petition was an Aft of Charity; for 
well known it is, that many that have fallen 
under my Fingers, have made exceilent Speeches, 
ang their Pjalm melodiouſly, and, as the good 


Women ſay, have. made good Ends. It is too 


true, my Lords, few of the old Sinners have 
done. ſo, they have dy'd very much haraen'd : 
But as I ſee before me whole' Shoals of hopeful 
young ones, I would humbly move your Lord- 
ſoivs, in pure Charity to them, that you will let 
me exerciſe my Funtjion on theſe that are old, 
for the Inſtruction of thoje that are young, 


Minos, hereupon, riſing from his Seat, made 
the following Speech. 


Minos's SPEECH. 


Harity is always a commendable Work, and 
to be encourag d; but it is my Opinion the 


Petitioner here is miſtaken in his Aim: For tho 
In 
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en the other Side the Water Men may, after 
Conviction, be brought to a Senſe of the deſperate 


Eftate which their Follies and Enormities have 


brought upon em, and ſometimes ſincerely repent”; 

yet here it is otherwiſe. This is no Place for 

Repentance: They <who truſt to it, "will find 

themſelves wretched!ly miſtaken. According to 

their Deeds, good or bad, will be their Reiribu- 

tion. It is my Opinion, therefore, however good 
the Intention, the Petition be diſmiſs'd. 


Some of the Lawyers ſeem'd to me do be 


ſo ſorry to hear this Piece of News from the 


Judge's Mouth, that I almoſt thought em 


Magn dt petition, that Fack Reichs Charity 
micht rake place, content to undergo the 


Diſcipline with a Proviſo for the Bencfir, 
But there was a notable Attorney, who made 
the ſame Obſervation with me, came direct] 
up to them, and prevented what they ſeem'd 
to be ſtudying, by aſſuring them, at the 
worlt, he had a Quirk in Law would fave 
**m : For, continued he, TI left behind me a 
Countryman of my own, who, for a ſmall 
Piece of Money for every Soul, will take care 
to have ye all committed to Purgatory ; and, 
o' my Shoul, ye all know, that another 
ſmall Piece will eaſily get you all thence, 
Drowning Perſons, we are ſenſible, are apt 
to catch at Straws; and, therefore, what 
great Wonder was it if a Number of Proſe- 
lytes were made, of ſuch as in their Lives 
| G 4 had 
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bad never much troubled themſelves with any 
Thought of a Religious Kind? 

However, the Petitioner, methought, ſeem'd 
not at all ſatisfy*d with the Diſmiſſion of his 
Petition: He whiſper'd the Cryer of the 
Court, over and over; inſomuch that one of 
the Judges, at long run, took Notice of it, 

and demanded of their Officer what was the | 
Purport of them, The Cryer, without the Þ 
i ) leaſt Heſitation, declar'd, that he had not e, 
1 preſs*d much Uneaſineſs at the diſmiſſing his 
Petition, provided I would move your Ho- 
nours to give him your Certificate, Our 
Certificate! Of what? ſays Rhadamanthus, 
looking upon Kelch. That I have behav'd 
well, ſays Kelch: Otherwiſe that brawny Fel- 
| low, that offer'd to be my Executioner, may 
| Real away before me; and not only get him- 
| ſelf elected into my Place (for which, I muſt 
| acknowledge, he is perſonally every Way fitter) 4 
| but, by his Quirks and Tricks in Law, he may 
| wheedle my Maſters into a Settlement of the 
| Office upon thoſe of his own Profeſſion, for | 
þ ever; for which, I muſt confeſs, in ſome 4 


| Reſpects they are every Way fitter than I. 


Second SPEECH of Minos, 


j | T7OUR Fears are needl:/s, ſince there is no 

ll 1 Poſſibility of that Perſou's Return, and, 
1 therefore , no Danger of your receiving any Pre- 
| judice of that Kind, from that Quarter, "ap yi 
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had better, therefere, go back, and diſcharge 
your Duty cordially on thye you left behind. So 
zealous a Workman can never want Encourage- 
ment; and I cannot ferceive that you have any 
great Reaſon to apprebend, but every Term may 
bring new Grift to your Mill, You have a Say- 
ing among yourſelves, that A good Beginning 
makes a good Ending; and you ſay in your 
Petition, that the univerſal Wiſhes run in your 
Favour, Mie can do no more in this Caſe, than 
join our own to the univerſal Wiſhes z for the 
Good of the Community is, at all Times, to be 
preferr*d to any Particular : And if you fhoutd 
happen to commit a Miſtake or two, in Practice, 
tell them, according to their mucb- valu'd Max- 
im, the Law here will relieve ei. 

Kelch was making his Bow, full of their 
vaſt Civilities, and going to withdraw; when 
two Perſons, of more Stature than Humanity, 
(for they were Giants in one, and Pigmies in 
the other) boldly fac'd him, fay ing, they ar- 
reſted him for Defamation. Rech, methought, 
made loud and fearful Exclamations, that 
the Honour of Nations was infring*d, and 
the like; when Minos, enquiring into the 
Matter, order'd all three to come up to the 
Bar. Kelch did not fail, with his fulleſt Rhe- 
torick, to ſet forth the Indignity offer'd him 
in the Face of the Court (which indeed was 
the Reality of the Thing, and the propereſt 
Topick he could have mov'd upon) when 
Khagamanthus, always the ſteracſt of the 

G5 Three, 
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Three, looking upon the Arreſters, thus de- 


liver'd himſelf,” 27+ Pair of Scoundrets ! in the 


trueſt Acceptation z do you pretend to Gentility, 


aud take upon you the Occupation of Catchpoles ? 
That Warrant? or whole Authority have you 
for this Action? Well may your Countrymen 
ſay, without a Figure, that ſuch as you would 


diſerace te Gallus. Fanizaries, continued 
he, take care and ſee him ſafe guarded to the 
Bool, and ſtay till the Boat returns to aſſure 
you be is jafely landed on ihe other Side. A. 
Jor thoſe two, put 'em in Irons in the deep Hole, 
till their Day of Trial; when, tho we may ima- 
Tine by this Behaviour, that woe ſhall have no 
Need. of it, we will not forget this Afﬀront they 

ave 77 ered de our Authority in our Preſence, 
The horn'd Janizaries immediately flew to 
voey their feveral Orders, when the reſt of 

e Faculty reſenting that rough Uſage (as 

they calPd it) of two of their Brethren, be- 
gan to make ſuch Reſiſtance, as oblig*d the 
Judges, by the Sound of a Trumpet, to ſum- 
mon in freſh Troops to their Aſſiſtance, The 
Diſpute was vigorous on both Sides, and, for 
a long Time, doubtful z but ſeverad freſh 


Files appearing, with their Whips and Bells, 


a Senle of their old Caſtigation ſo intimidated 
thoſe of the Faculty, that they left their Bre- 
thren in the ſafe Hands they were plac'd, and 
ſcatter'd and diſpers'd themſelves, ſome one 
Way, and ſoine another, as they beſt could. 
About 
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About a Dozen came running to the Place 
where I was; and though I endeavour'd all 
I could to get out of their Way, methought 
they ran full upon me, and laid me on the 
Ground. The Terror of what might come, 
ſo affected me, that I awak*d in the greateſt 
Agony and Surprize imaginable, 
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eee eee 


Viso X. 


OO late as I went to Bed laſt Night, after 


ſuch a full and innocent Diverſion all the 
Evening (not in the old hoſpitable Way, in- 
deed, which our Anceſtry were, at this Time 
of Year, ſingularly famous for, but in the 


modern Manner of Whiſk and Quadrille) I 
flatter'd myſelf with an eaſy Repoſe, unin- 
terrupted by Dreams of any fort. Nature, 


indeed, ſoon gave way to my Wiſhes, and 
clos'd my Eyes with her ſofteſt Scaling- Wax, 


lofter much than any on a Sub-pena, Grant, 


or Patent; nor were the Contents of any, or 
all thoſe together, equally comfortable, plea- 
{ant, or eligible, with thoſe I poſſeſs'd under 
the Hand and Seal of her Ladyſhip. But 1 
had not long enjoy'd myſelf under this dor- 


mitant Idea, when, methought, | was awak'd 


with a confus'd Clamour and Noiſe of a man 


People, earneſtly contending, almoſt to Scold- 
ing; drawing nearer to which, in order the 


better to diſtinguiſh, I was ſnatch'd up, how, 
or by what, ] could not tell, and ſet down 


in my old Station, belore the three Judges, 
and my old Friend the Clerk of the Court at 
my Elbow. Ee immediately inform'd me, 


that 
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that a great Hearing was to be before their 
Worſhips that Day, and that all the Law- 
yers in the Place, without Summons, were 
there aggregated, impatient to hear the E- 
vent; on which would depend the Well-being 
of the whole Fraternity for the future. He 
further told me, that the Queſtion to be diſ- 
puted, was, Whether an honeſt Lawyer 
ought to plead, or might, /alvd Conſcientid, 
plead a bad or diſhoneſt Cauſe, The two 
Prize- Fighters (for, methought, they were 
ſomewhat conſonantly equipt) ſtood at the 
Bar; but he that maintain'd the Affirmative 
Part, had, on his Side, twenty, for one of 
the other. After ſome little Pauſe, being 
aſled if they were ready, and an affirmative 
Anſwer given, they were order'd to begin. 
But it was ſome little Time longer before 
they could come to a Reſolution among them- 
ſelves, which ſhould firſt open the Matter; 
for it was not here as in common Caſes, want- 
ing both Plaintiff and Detendant, which ren- 
der'd the Diſputation ſo much out of the 
common Road, that the Diſputants ſeem'd 
wholly at a Loſs, and were at laſt oblig'd to 
beg the Directions of the Bench. 

While the Judges were ſctiling the Point 
among themſelves, methought there advanc'd 
up to the Place two Perfons, very odly equipt, 
and very different one from another; but 
each of 'em of a venerable Aſpect; and evi- 
dent Ingenuity diſtinguiſh'd every Feature, 
| One 
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One of the Antagoniſts aſking their Names 
and their Buſineſs, both anſwer'd together, 
Curioſity led us hither 3 and my Name, ſays 
one, is Cicero; and mine, Demoſthenes, ſays 
the other. To which the Queſtioniſt reply'd, 
He had never heard of either of 'em; and 
inſiſting they could have no Buſineſs there at 


that Time, mov'd the Court ſomewhat loud. 


ly, that they might be order'd to leave the 
Place; for that it was wholly unreaſorable 
that they ſhould be diſturb'd and interrupted 
by Foreigners, and Men that were merely, 
by their own Confeſſion, led thither by an 
idle Curioſity. But the Judges ſeem'd highly 
diſpleas'd at the Motion, and told the Con- 
tenders, that two ſuch Orators ought to have 
Reſpect paid 'em every where, and more eſpe- 
cially from them, as they could not but per- 
ceive they ſpoke their own Tongue, and not 
either Greek or Latin, the Dialects they were 
bred under. Upon which the other Antago- 
niſt very pertly deſir'd to know, how they 
came to underſtand Eugliſh? For, fays he, 1 
am ſure neither of us underſtand either of their 
Languages. Upon which Demoſthenes made 
Anſwer, that he and Cicero had long con- 
tracted a Familiarity 3 and walking together 
one Day in a Walk of Jaſmines and Honey- 
ſuckles, they met, in the Middle of it, four 
venerable and moſt ingenious Enghiſhmen, who 
charm'd 'em ſo much in their Converſation, in 
both their own native Languages, that in 

| downright. 
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downright Complaiſance they reſolv'd, for 
the Benefit of a more free Converſation, to 
learn theirs. They accompliſh'd their Deſign 
very eaſily, they ſaid; and had enjoy*d the 
Benefit of it ever ſince, in the ſame Company. 
That was the Motive of their coming hither 
at this Time; tho? their Companions would 
have difluaded them, under a poſitive Aſſu- 
rance that they would not find the Pleaſure, 
in any Meaſure, countervail the Trouble. 
And who, I pray, ſays the ſame pert Gentle- 
man, were your reverend Informers? Had the 
any Names? Names may diſtinguiſh them 
to you, ſays Cicero; but we diſtinguiſh them 
by Qualities: Bacon, Hales, Holt, and Finch, 
were their Names 3 and every Hour's Dit- 
courſe confirm'd us anew of their Merit, and 
ſerv'd only to enlarge our Ambition of a clo- 
ſer Converſation and Intimacy. But, con- 
tinued Cicero, what more particularly whetted 
our Curioſity to come hither at this Time, 
was a Report, that we ſhould hear an uncom- 
mon Theſis diſputed, of which, if the Vogue 
of Ages is of any Validity, we could not ap- 
prehend ourſelves to be incompetent Judges. 
Ages! faid a Lawyer that ſtood by, I ſup- 
pole theſe are two of King IJna's Lawyers. 
Poor Wretches! they do not conſider that 
thoſe Laws are obſolete, and out of Date. 
And beſides, that they were ſo plain, and ſo 
few, that every body was Lawyer enough to 
underſtand ' em. We have had ten thouſand 


new 
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aew Laws ſince that Time: And new Laws 
Iways will require new Ways of Pleading. 
But Reaſon and Juſtice, ſays Demoſthenes ſome- x 
what ſurlily, ever was, and ever will be, che 10 
ſame; and ten thouſand Laws, ten thouſand 5 
times repeated, can never alter the Rules of 
Truth and Equity. 
Minos hereupon apprehending that a Diſ- 

pute might enſue, which would diſappoint the U 
Deſign of the Aſſembly, call'd out aloud again, 3 
to know if they were ready, as they had ſaid, 1 
and why they did not begin? Upon which 


one of the Antagoniſts declar'd, that, ſince 2 
they came here, he had been inform'd they 15 
were a Pair of Heathens, and he was reſolv'd, 
for the Honour of Chriſtianity, not to expoſe bi 


his Talents before any ſuch : The Theſis, on = 
his Side, was purely Chriſtian; and he was 1 
ready to maintain it, in a Chriſtian Manner, I 
The other had hardly Patience to let him RF 
utter fo far: However, he then broke in upon 
him, and aſſerted himſelf as much a Chriſtian 
as the other; but that he was neverthelels 
ready to maintain, that both by Precept, and 
Practice, no Cauſe was to be deem'd bad, till 9 
the Court had ſo adjudg'd it; concluding 
thereupon with an eg Yes, yes, replies 


. the firſt, I grant you, in a Heathen Country, i 
TS it may be good Law for a Lawyer to plead Ml 
vx againſt his Conſcience, in favour of his Client, * 

| and knowing him to be in the wrong, endea- b 


vour to diſpoſſeſs him that he knoys to be in 
- the 
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the right : But I dare appeal to the Suf- 
frages of the ſenſible Part of Mankind, 


if a Highway - Man might not juſtify all 


his Actions on the ſame Bottom: For what, 
I pray, does he more, than knowing- 


ly diſpoſſeſs a Man, of what he knows he 


has a Right in? I therefore, from the Pre- 
miſes, do aſſert, and will maintain, that up- 
on the true Principles of Chriſtianity, no 
Lawyer ought to undertake, or plead a 
Cauſe, of which he is not abſolutely convinc'd 
of the Right and Juſtice. Brother, Brother, 


ſays the other, what have we to do with Chri- 


ſtianity ? or Chriſtianity with us, in this Caſe ? 
It is the Law, not the Goſpel, we live by. 
And the Law, aſſigning to every Cauſe Coun- 
cil on both Sides, it is plain that the Law 
has ordain'd, that the bad Cauſe ſhall be 
defended, as well as the good ſupported. If 
then I happen to be on his Side, who has 
the worſt End of the Staff, and yet by Dint 
of Argument, or Acuteneſs, am lucky enough 


to put him in Poſſeſſion, who had leaſt Rea- 


ſon to expect it, the Law may be to blame; 
but ſure I may reaſonably expect to be ap- 
plauded and rewarded. Applauded! fays the 
firſt - What, for an Action that a Cannibal 
would bluſh for? They, indeed, deſtroy 
Mankind : But why ? Becauſe they are hun- 
gry, and eat them; Power and Ill-Luck firſt 
giving them Poſſeſſion. But the Law, under 
your Management, will take away the Poſ- 

ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion from the rightful Owner, and give it 

away, to the Injury of the Rightful, before 

Authority has inveſted him with Power. Not 

ſo, replies the Opponent; the Client can 

have no Poſſeſſion, till Power gives it him. 

But have not you, reply'd the firſt, by your 

Quiddities, and Sham Logick, endeavour'd 

to commit the moſt notorious Act of Villany 

that human Nature is capable of, in endeavour- 

ing to transfer the Right of one in Poſſeſſion, 

or that ought to be in Poſſeſſion, to another 

that has no Rightat all? No Matter whether 

you ſucceed, or no; the Intention is ſo ſcan- 

dalous, that a Je or a Turk would. keck at 

it 3 and therefore tobe abhorr'd by any, ons 

that carries the Name of Cbriſtian, I , 

told yu, -fays the other, and F tell Nye 

over again, that Chriſtianity has nothing to 

do with our Practice, nor that with Chriſtia- 

nity: We are to ſhew our Parts and Dexte- 

rity, in order to get Money; both which 

are neceſſary Ingredients for attaining the Ends 

of our Ambition: For ſure I am, if either 

are wanting, the Man that wants either ſhall 

never arrive to be Lord-Chancellor. What 

have we to do with Right or Wrong? The 

Diſpute of that lies between our Clients. But 

if, by dextrous Haranguing, I can wheedle 

either Judge or Jury out of their Senſes into 

my Opinion, Mankind, in Juſtice, will allow | 

me to be the abler Lawyer; which, in all T1 

Probability, will carry along with it * | 
| rain ; 


* 


LAW VISIONS. 139 


Train of auſpicious Conſequences, as cannot 
fail to fire the Blood of any Man of Spirit to 
think on. Phlegm and Hebetude be the Por- 
tion of Fools: Heaven gave me Parts; and 
I ſhould offend Heaven not to make uſe of 
em to my own Advantage. Envy and Want 
of Capacity may make Men ſcrupulous and 
ſqueamiſn; but Genius and Spirit ſcorn a Te- 
ther. Fortitude is one of the Cardinal Vir- 
tues, and never more commendable, than 
when expended where needed. As then a bad 
Cauſe needs it moſt, there ſpent, it is moſt 
commendable ; and, if ſucceſsful, doubly re- 
dounds to the Honour of the Lawyer. The 
Cauſe would admit of a great deal more to 
be ſaid in it; but I am unwilling to take up 
the precious Time of the Court, till I hear 
what the other Side replies. 

My Lords, ſays the firſt, to what my 
Brother has offer'd, I ſhall make a very con- 
ciſe Replication. At Setting-out, he wiſely 
diſclaims all Regard to Chriſtianity ; ſenſible 
as he is, that Chriſtianity muſt diſcard all fuch 
Tenets. Nay, even mere Morality diſowns 
him: For tho', by our Calling, Dexterity is 
lawful in order to get Money; yet to get it, 
fas & nefas, never was an allow'd Principle 
in antient or modern Philoſophy. Ambition, 
therefore, tho? we ſhould allow it a commen- 
dable Quality, can be only commendable 
while preſerv'd within the due Bounds of Juſ- 
tice : But to attempt to wheedle, as he ſays, 

either 
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either Judge or Jury out of their Senſes, in 
order to make Wrong Right, can never, in 
Reaſon, be brought within the moſt diſtant 
Purlieus of Juſtice ; therefore never can be 
excuſable, much lefs commendable : And 
the Praiſe that attends the Succeſs of ſuch an 
Action, can have no ſolid Foundation ; and, 
for that Reaſon, muſt be empty, and not 
permanent. The Phlegm and Hebetude he 
Jaughs at, if oppos'd to ſuch an unquiet and 
deſtructive Spirit, is, in my Opinion, more 
Eligible than that Vivacity, he ſo ſplendidly 
ſeems to value himſelf upon. But he would 
fajn ſtigmatize all moral Notions with the 
Title of Envy, or Want of Capacity: Let 


Him enjoy himſelf under the Miſtake, while 


the downright honeſt Man, with a {ſincere | 
Pleaſure, rejoices that he does want Parts 
and Capacity to enter upon an Action, which 
muſt be condemn'd by Juſtice, Morality, 
and every moral Virtue. And yet my Bro- 
ther would hook into his Aſſiſtance, Fortitude, 
one of the four Cardinal Virtues: Bur I dare 


appeal to the Suffrages of the ſenſible Part of 


Mankind, if he does not miſtake both Name 
and Thing. True Fortitude conſiſts in doing 
Things agreeable to right Reaſon, when at- 
tack'd by Calamity : But I ſhould think 1t 
out of the Power of Aſſurance, in the molt 
ſuperlative Degree, to wreſt its Meaning 10 


as to patronize an Action (however he would 


gloſs it over with falſe Varniſh) that is _ 
* 
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ly culpable. And no leſs is that, whatever 


Maſks he would adorn it with, of offering to 
transfer Right to one that has no Right to it, 
in order to deprive another, whoſe Right 1s 
inconteſtible. This is my Opinion; and un- 
der this Sentiment it ſhall be my Endeavour 
always to act. | 

I could perceive, methougkt, by the very 


Looks of the Judges, which Side they inclin'd 


to: Nevertheleſs, as wo Orators, the moſt 


famous in their Generation, had heard all 


that was ſaid on both Sides, they ſeem'd wil- 
ling to have their Opinions, before Judgment 
was given. So ſoon as the Pleaſure of the 
Bench was ſignify'd to them, Demoſthenes roſe 
up, and declar'd, As he was moſtly employ'd 
in publick Affairs, his Orations had mainly 
tended to the Oppoſition of Philip of Mace- 
don, at that Time conſpiring the Vaſſalage of 
Greece, and particularly of that“ Republick, 
of which he was a Member : He therefore, 


he ſaid, could not look upon himſelf as a 


competent Judge of the Affair in Queſtion ; 
but his Companion had approv'd himſelf a 
Philoſopher, as well as an Orator, and had, 
beſides, amus'd the World and himſelf upon 
Themes of a Religious Nature; for which 
Reaton, he apprehended him fitter to ſatisfy 
the Bench upon the Point before *em. The 
Judges ſeeming to admit of his Excuſe, at 
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the ſame Time caſt their Eyes upon Cicers, 
who taking that for a Signal, ſpoke as fol- 
lows : 


CickRo's SPEECH. 


Eligion, be it of ht Species it will, muj} 
always have a near Concern in Fuſtice. If 

20 Regard was to be had to Conſcience, Fudges, 
Council, and Laws themſelves were vain. I. 
ig well known bow I impeachd a bold Conſpira- 
tor againſt his Country, and as bravely attach d 
an Adulterer in open Senate: The Succeſs was 
the ſame, tho the Conſequences were quite diffe- 
rent, from the different Conſtitution of the Fudg- 
es; fer by one J got eternal Glory, by the 
other, Baniſbment. Corruption then grew /a 
faſt in the Senate, that Loſs of Liberty ſoon 
follot d. As to the Queſtion in Hand, I confeſs 
i: was cuſtomary in the Senate, in criminal 
Caſes, to allow of Council for the Accugd ; and 
it was as cuſtomary for ſome of the Orators of 
thoſe Times, to bleach foul Crimes with fouler 
 Rhetorick, and tell their ſuperficial Stories [6 
often over, that they at laſt believ'd them them- 
ſelves. In Milo's Caſe, Hortenfius, my Op- 
poſer, publickly acknowledg*d the Man's Inno- 

. cence before the Day of Hearing; yet, on Trial, 
« ſo bitterly inveigb'd, contradifiing all he before 
had ſaid, that he obtain'd a Sentence againſt 
lum, maugre all I could offer for him. But he 
might thank Cato for that, whoſe near Relation 
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0 the Wreteh Milo had kilfd in his own De- 
3 Fence, did him more Service, than all the Plea- 
dier, Rhetorick. Caſes of Meum and Tuum 
were very infrequent : For our Laws were then 
fo few, and ſo well explain'd, that Right of 
8 Poſ:/ion came rarely, very rarely, into Diſpute, 
= And whenever they did ſo, it was in Malters 
; really intricate, for I dare ſet at Defiance any 
Man to give an Inſtance, in Times of Liberty 1 
mean, where an Orator, merely for Lucre, un- 
dertook to defend a Cauſe that he knew was do- 
ſign'd in Injury to another. Yet could it be prov'd, 
even here, the Caſe is quite different between 
them and theſe: The firſt adted under the Light 
of Nature; the latter act, or pretend to att, 
under a brighter Diſpenſation. I am very ſen- 
ſible, one of the preſent Pleaders quits all Title 
40 it; but that can be only taken as Argumen- 
tum ad Hominem : For, Conſcience apart, i 
under the Laws of the Land, all are oblig'd ts 
aft as under that Diſpenſation, in my Opinion, 
inſtead of juſtifying his Action, he makes himſelf 
a deuble Criminal, However, taking the Whole 
under the moral Part only, ſure Nations fo bar- 
barous never were heard of, that made it their 
Glory to rob Men of their Rights, to give *em to 
others that had no Right, No Law can coun- 
tenance ſuch an Attempt ; and therefore it muſt 


be through a Defect of Law, whenever it is at- 
tempted, | 


| The 
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| The Judges declar'd, they highly aſſented 

| f to his Sentiments; but reſerv'd the final De- 

| a termination to another Day: At which De. 

| | claration, methought, the whole Place rang 

with ſuch repeated Acclamations, that, had 

| they been real, a Man mult have been in his 
laſt Sleep, not to have wak'd, 
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The Executioners. 


Hether to call what follows, a V ifion, 

a Dream, or an Alluſion, I am whol- 
ly at a loſs to determine; for I was, in my 
own Apprehenſion, as broad awake as cver I 
was in my Life, when that ugly hagged Fel- 
low, that had before diſturb'd me a whole 
Night with his Petition, intruded into my 


Chamber, and very impudently approach'd 


my Chair, wherein I was ſet under a deep 
Contemplation, I was ſo furpriz'd at the 
Audaciouſneſs of the Action, that I over and 
over queſtion'd with myſelf, whether I was 
awake, or no: At laſt, determining that I 
was, and that what I ſaw was no Fiction, 
couragiouſly demanded his Buſineſs. M 

Name, Sir, fays he, is John Retch, Eſq; a 
very uſeful Member of the Metropolis we 


live in; and I come to you to beg your Ad- 


vice, upon a moſt notorious Incroachment 
upon the Perquiſites of my Office. It is well 
known, that I am call'd by the Title of 
chief Executioner of the City; but there 
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are a Parcel of verier Rogues than I dare pre- 
tend to be, that run away with all the profi- 
table Part, and leave almoſt only the diſre- 
putable Part of my Office to me. I would 
have excus'd myſelf, by telling him I was 


no Councellor; and therefore my Advice 


would be of little Avail: But he perſiſted ſo 
much in his Importunities, that, to put a Stop 
to 'em, I was forc'd to acquieſce, and tell 
him, if it was not over-long, I would have 


Patience to hear his Bill of Grievances. He 


made a Bow of Thanks, and, aſſuring me of 
Conciſeneſs, went on: 
It is very well known, Sir, ſays he, that 


my Title of City Executioner ought to entitle 


me to all the Executions of the City; but, 
to my apparent Detriment, the Corporation 
of Sworn Appratſers pick and cull the beſt, 
and leave to my Share thoſe only of old 
Clothes, and the Shoes, People die in. Sure 


I am, it the other Executions were to fall 
under my Management, as by Right and 


Title they ought, it would be ſome Hundreds 
per Cent. the better for every unfortunate ho- 
neſt Trader. In the firſt Place, I would 


take care not to make Advantages againſt 


Law, by ſelling, after Execution, before the 
Time is elaps'd which the Law allots. Se- 
condly, 1 would employ none of thoſe Raſ- 
cals, who, tho” iworn to do Juſtice, let In- 


whole Tenour of their Oath to their own 
private 


tereſt lead Conſcience, and appropriate the 
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private Advantage. Thirdly, My Conſcience 


being much tenderer than any of theirs, I 


ſhould never be able to perſuade my ſelf, that, 


tho? I was in legal Poſſeſſion for a Debt of 


twenty Pounds, I had Liberty thence given 
me to ſwallow up an Inventory of Goods, 
which, on a moderate Valuation, might have 


been ſold for two Hundred; and, when the 


abus'd Owner comes to replevy, plead an 
abſolute Bill of Sale from the Sheriff, and 


that they were, by Virtue of that, diſpers'd 


all over the Kingdom. Theſe are a tew of 
the Advantages the Nation would reap from 
my being plac'd in my Station 3 but not all : 
For I am apt to think, on a fair Hearing, it 
would be allotted me to execute the other 
Branch of my Office upon thoſe Blood-ſucking 
Tools of Bailiffs, who, for the ſake of divi- 
ding the Spoils of honeft Men, regard all 
Law, as little as they ever before had done 
Goſpel. | 

A ſworn Appraiſer, continued he, in rea- 
lity, is worſe than either Highway-Man or 
Street- Robber: Theſe only force from you 
what Money you have in your Pocket, or 


the little Trifles you have about you; but 


thoſe Wreiches, as ſoon as ever they enter 
your Houſe, waſte, filch, and deftroy every 
Thing they can lay Eye or Hand on. If a 
fine Handkerchief, a commodious Piece of 
Silk, or any Thing portable preſents (unleſs 
the Bailiſf's Follower has been beforchand) 
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they are ſlipt out of the Inventory into their 
Breeches, or Pockets; and, when tax'd with 
them, thoſe that were ſworn to do Juſtice, 
will ſwear through thick and thin, that they 5 
never ſaw any ſuch Thing. If a Cabinet of Va- | 
Tue, of too great Bulk to be ſecreted, is therefore 
unavoidably inventory'd, it is ſet down at a 
very under Price, and the Bailiff, or his Tool, 
wanting ſuch a pretty Bauble for his Whore, 
it is ſent out of the Houſe directly, and never 
to be retriev'd, tho? twice ten Times more is 
laid down for it, If you ſeek for Redreſs, 
and complain to the Maſter of the Office of 
this groſs Abuſe, he will give you (perhaps) 
| his Letrer to the Clerk, who will be ſure to 
. tell you that you come too late, the Goods 
[ are legally fold, and paſt Retrieve; and then 
[| the Bevy of Rogues mect together over a 
Bowl of Punch, make a Diviſion of the Prize- 
Money, and drink Succeſs to the next deplo- 
| rable Sacrifice, Thus, right Lawyer-like, 
1 they play into one another's Hands; and, for 
| my Part, I cannot fee but it would be better, 
[| if, inſtead of being plac'd at the Heels, I 
# were plac'd at the Head of every one of 
| 
| 


them. 
There was ſo much Humour in the Wretch, 
and he argu'd io Laconickly, that I began 
| to be in Humour, and, without any great 
| Difficulty, prevail'd upon myſelf to aſk him 
| two or three Queltjons. And, Firſt, ſaid I, 
| how do you Know ſuch Practices are now in 
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Uſe? Good Sir, replies he, how do I know 
it? by doleful Experience. I not long ſince 
was at a Houſe, where one of theſe ungra- 
cious Wretches had carry'd me, under the 
Aſſurance of my buying Dog-cheap Peny- 
worths : There were fine Cloth Beds, Chairs 
of the ſame, all bran new; Sconces; Pier- 
Glaſſes, and every Thing anſwerable; in 
ſhort, every Thing .in the Houſe was of a 
piece, and Cabinets, Scruitores, and Buroes 
were no where wanting, where proper. When- 
I aw all this, and five or fix Children weep- 
ing and lamenting that their Father was from 
Home, I could not but, in meer Tenderneſs, 
aſk my Introducer, what was the Sum in Que- 
ſtion; when, to my utter Surprize, he an- 
ſwer'd, Under twenty Pounds. How, faid 
I, why there's hardly a Room that I have 
ſeen, but the Furniture would yield the Mo- 
ney, and one, three times over. Ah! my 
Boy, ſays he, but we ſhall have 'em all away 
before To- morrow Morning, and at our own 
Price too. I profeſs to you, Sir, I was ſtruck, 
I was confounded ; and immediately ran out 
of the Houſe to ſee for a Friend to lay down 
the Money, for the poor Childrens ſole Sake, 
But before I could return with my Friend, for 
that Purpoſe, the Goods were all carry'd off, 
the Houle ſtript, and not a Thing of Six- 
pence Value left in it. I went, with the eldeſt 
of the Children, to the Secondary; he gave 


us his Letter to the Under-Sherift z and, at 
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his Office, we had that doughty Anſwer I 
before ſpoke of. When the unfortunate Gen- 
tleman return'd and heard of the Matter, he 
employ'd an Attorney to ſue the ſworn and 
ſwearing Gentry: But whether the Attorney 
was taken in, or what was the Matter, I know 
not; the Cauſe was dropt, and all the poor 
Comfort that he ever had, was to reſolve, 
tor the future, to take care who he was Bail 
tor. | | 2 

But I hope, ſaid I, ſuch Misfortunes are 
not common. Only every Week's Work, re- 
ply*d he. If a Man was to be conſtant in 
their Company, you might, at every Bailiff's 
Office, in and about the City, be entertain'd 
with great Variety of like Relations. It is 
Matter of Triumph to every one of 'em, and 
they boaſt of their Dexterity at ſuch Feats, 


as a Man would do at the knocking down of 


Cocks on Shrove - Tueſday. Remorſe and 
Pity is as far from 'em, as from a Butcher 
cutting the Throat of a Lamb, It they could 
be accus'd of any fort of Religion, we muſt 
ſer 'em all down for Papiſts; and conclude 


that they had conceiv'd the fame Inveteracy 


againſt honeſt Men, that the other plead 
againſt thoſe they call Hereticks, in deſtroy- 
ing whom they think they do God good Ser- 
vice. Judge you, Sir, are ſuch Men fo fit 
to be truſted with publick Executions, as one 
that has behav'd himſelf in his Office with 
known Induſtry and - Fidelity, and is ſtil} 

| ready, 
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ready, if they doubt it, to give dem jugulaꝶ 
Demonſtration. 

At this rate, ſaid I, you'll liſt them in 
the Claſs of Lawyers too. Undoubtedly, 
ſaid he: Why not, as well as 1? We are 
both Execution - Lawyers; only that Part 
which they have left me, is, as they imagine 
it, the molt commendable and innocent : For, 
as I never am permitted to execute, but upon 
Criminals, they never execute without an 
Encreaſe of their Crimes. I always am at- 


tended in Pomp by the Sheriffs Officers, when 


I go to do my Office; while thoſe poor Dogs 
are forc'd to cringe and creep to the Catch- 
poles, to be admitted, as Tools, to do the 
dirty Part of the Work for em. But if ever 
I get to be reinſtated in my primitive Powers, 
Pi] give 'em to underſtand, it is beneath my 
Dignity and Principle, to be concern'd with 
ſuch Scoundrels: Rogues that, like Jailors, 
prey upon the Neceſſities of the unfortunate 
Part of Mankind; or, like the Barbarians on 
our Sea-Coaſts, make Spoil of thoſe whom 
Fortune had before deſpoil'd of all. For my 
Part, continu'd he, I am reſolv'd to draw up 
my Petition, and aſſert my Right and Title, 
The preſent Sheriffs are a Couple of worthy, 
honeſt Gentlemen; and, as ſome of their Pre- 
deceſſors have ſet 'em a many laudable Pre- 
cedents, I am not without Hope they will, 
in this Cale, relieve me. Can I but once in- 
ſpire 'em with a true Zeal to examine into 
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the Abuſes committed by thoſe Raſcals, who 
plead their Authority for it; they will ſoon. 
be convinc'd of the Equity of my Propoſal, |} 
and reward the Projector. Men that are not 
mercenary themfelves, will never countenance 
it in their Servants ; and if they can once 
find a Way to make their Servants honeſt, 
this crue] Oppreſſion will ſoon be prevented. 
At leaſt, if they will again make me ſole 
Exccutioner on all Occaſions, ll be bound 
to execute mylelf, if ever I agree to go Hand 
in Hand with a Bailiff, No! I ſtand more 
upon my Reputation, than that comes to. 
Jahn Kelch Eſq; will not fear to convince the 
World, that never a Bailiff of em all, nor 
any of their Aſſociates or Underlings, are fit 
to be nam'd in the ſame Day with him, for 
Honour, Honeſty, or Good-Nature. 
You talk'd of a Petition, ſaid I 3 have 
you it drawn up, and about you? Ay marry 
have I, reply'd he; and it is an Original. I 
dare not truſt any of my Brethren in the Mat- 
ter; ſo I got a good honeſt Clerk to a Juſtice 
of Peace, to do the Buſineſs; tho? I muſt tell 
vou, I was, at firſt, ſomewhat afraid of him: 
For ſome of our Juſtices of Peace are, now- 
a-days, a Sort of quaſi Lawyers, as well as 
others of em are gua// Colonels, However, 
the Knave was pretty honeſt, and follow'd 
Inſtructions z which is as much as many of 
their Maſters can do. Have you a mind to 
read it? See; it is here. I took it, 05 
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read it; and, to the beſt of my Remem- 


brance, it was as follows: 


To the moſt Worſhipful the Sheriffs of 
London and Middleſex, 


The humble Petition of John Ketch Eſq; 


Sheweth, 


HAT your Petitioner having long ſerv d 

this Noble City and County, as chief Ex- 
ecutioner, with great Pains and Fidelity, and 
without Blemiſh in either; humbly hopes it may 
be ſome Inducement to your further Favour. 


That your Petitioner is inclin'd to believe, 


from the general Title he bears, that, if his Pa- 
tent could be trac'd in-the proper Offices, il 
would appear that he was appointed, not only 
chief, but ſole Executioner, in this City and 
County, 

That Numbers of Upftarts, call'd Sworn Ap- 
praiſers, encourag'd by ſome few Lawyers, and 
all the Bailiffs and Serjeants in and about the 

City, have, of late, taken upon em ta interfere 

in his Patent and Grant, and nominate them- 
ſelves a Sort of Society of Executioners z and, 
under that Shadow, greatly oppreſs. the Unfor- 
zunate, and ruin moſt that have the Mijortune 
to fall under their Hands. | 

That your Petitioner, having always made it 
manifejt that he was a Man of Bowels and Com- 
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palſion, at the very Inſtuut he was emborvelling 
Ie very Criminal; 
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Humbly deſires you will be pleas'd to order 
the old Records to be carefully ſearch'd, 
that, if bis Patent originally ran in the 
Terms he opines, he may be re-inſlated 
in his proper Station, to the Diſcourage- 
ment of the Harpies now regnant, and 
to the Encouragement of Virtue , which 

is bound to protect, and not injull, or 


prey upon, Miſery, 
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And your Pelitioner, as in Duty bound, &c, 


Joan KeTcn, Etq 


On my returning it to him, Well, ſays he, 
What fay you to it? My Opinion is, ſaid 
I, that it will certainly do. The Sheriffs of 
this Year are Men of Honour, Probity, and 
Underſtanding: For which Reaſon, you could 
not have pitch*d upon ſuch a lucky Conjunc- 
ture as this is. From Hints, they can raiſe 
Fabricks; and they will thence be led to con- 
clude, that, by lay ing a Foundation for the 
Redreſs of the Evils you complain of, they 
are laying a Ground-work for their own 
Glory, For what greater can be ſaid in the 
Praiſe of any Man, than that in his Days, 
and by his Means, a Remedy was found to- 

prevent 


prevent the Oppreſſion of innocent, but un- 


fortunate Men, by paring the Fangs of Brutes 
always eager to devour em. Ketch could not 


contain his Raptures at my Declaration, and 
made up to me, to return my Suffrage in 
Kiſſes and Embraces. Thoſe maſculine Effe- 


minacies ever were ſo much my Averſion, 
that, ſtruggling to avoid 'm, I was at laſt. 
convinc'd that I had been all this while in a 


Dream. 
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VISION XII. 


I Mpreſſions taken in Sleep, as Naturaliſts 

oblerve, are much ſtronger, and of long;- 
er Duration, than any we imbibe waking, 
Till we conſider it coolly, this may ſeem a 
Sort of Paradox: For how 1s it poſſible, 
may ſome ſay, that the Senſes, while wholly 
mactive, ſhould imbibe ſtronger Rays, than 
when every Senſe is at full Liberty to exert 
themſelves in their ſeveral Functions? To 
which I would ofter, Why may not the Sou}, 
in that Interyal of Inactivity, have taken the 
whole Corpus of Senſes under its immediate 


Protection? And, next, as it is granted by 


all Men of ſolid Thinking, that the Soul is 
an Emanation of the Divinity, why may not 
that very Soul, in its ſubordinate Sphere, be 
then and there diſplaying its pleaſing Supert- | 
ority over the Vital Faculties; whence, by 
a collective Union, all Paſſages in Sleep may 
be tranſmitted in ſtronger Rays, than any 
awake; at which Time the Senſes are ſeve- 
rally at Work, on ſuch Variety of Employ- 
ments as the Immenſity of the Mind finds 
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to Philoſophers, I will make my Reſource to 
Fact, and venture to aſſert, that my laſt Im- 
preſſions were ſo extraordinary, that I could 
not get *em out of my Head all the ſucceeding 
Day; and was, therefore, oblig'd to take 
em to Bed with me at Night. 
However, they did not ſeem much to mo- 
leſt me; for I was no ſooner laid down, than 
was got a goſſipping to my old Friend the 
Clerk in Court, whom, methought, I had 
contracted a vaſt Familiarity with, from his 
benevolent Uſage, He began, however, gent- 
ly to reproach me for deferting my Colours, 
as he calPd it, and running away before the 
Trials were over. I excugd myſelf as well 
as I could; and had the good Fortune to 
perform my Part ſo well, that, with a Smile, 
he told me, I had not loſt much by it: For 
that Minos had not been able to go through 
with his Work, there being ſuch Multitudes 
of them; and therefore had put off their 
Trials to a further Day. This, continu'd he, 
rais'd fuch a Mutiny among 'em, that the 
Judge found himſelf under an inevitable Ne- 
ceſſity of ordering them into ſeveral Cells, 
there to remain till the Day of Hearing: 
And, added he, if you incline to it, as I 
have a Leiſure Hour or two, I will go alon 
with you, and make a Viſit to every Cell. 
I did not know, whether or no I had beſt to 
embrace the Offer, Nature having implanted 
in me a Sort of an Averſion to all like Com- 
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pany 3 till he, perceiving a ſort of Reluc- 
tance, egg'd me on, by ſaying, they were 
all too faſt to do any Harm ; and to hear 
their ſeveral Sentiments, under their. preſent 
Sufferings, might be an Amuſement. Upon 
this I loos'd myſelf to his Propoſal, and 
away we went; after he had order'd, for fear 
of Accidents, four of the Guards to attend us. 
The Cells, methought, were all rang*d on 


both Sides a very large Plain, ſome above 


Ground, and ſome below; much of the 
Make of our Pariſh Round-houſes, or rather 


of thoſe Cages at the Tower, wherein they 


keep wild Beaſts. So ſoon as we came to 


the firſt Cell, In this, ſays he, are plac'd 


thoſe that are next to receive their Trial. Ay, 
lays one within, who had overheard him, 
and do you know when that is to be? At 
Latter Lammas, as they fay in my Country, 
fays another. They may talk of Govern- 
ments and Judges on our Side, if they pleaſe ; 
but give me, ſay I, the old one again: For 
change as often as you will, you will hardly 
ever change for the better. For my Part, 1 
had convey*d in my Sleeve but one poor dou- 
ble Moydore, to ferve as Occaſion might call, 
and I gave the old Fellow a Glimpſe of it, 

and do you think the veteran Rogue minded 


it? no more than a Cat does an Oyfter Shell. 


Send me on c' other Side the Water again; and 
if ever they catch me a coming here a fiſhing 
for Clients, I'll give 'em Leave to draw up 
ee | my 
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my Mittimus with my own Text Pen. Nay, 
ſays another, I cannot but be on your Side: 
On this ſide the Water they are meer hugger 
mugger Judges, to ourn 3 no Manner of Do- 
city or Underſtandleneſs; they look on a 
Man as if they'd never ſeen him before; nor 
have the Judges, in theſe Parts, any Clerks, 
to ſpeak on. Well, Heav'n help us all, ſaid 
I; but an every one of us could ha thought 
what a Place it had been, Iſe believe not one 
of us au would ha com here, aen he could a 
holp it. 

Tir'd with this Gibble Gabble, my Friend 
led me to the next Cell ; where they were all 
as mute as ſo many Fiſh. Thought I to myſelf, 
theſe are happy People: their Conſciences are 

ſo clear, they give em no Diſturbance. How- 
ever, my Friend advancing a little before, 
peep'd in, and immediately gave me the 
Beckon to do the fame. I hardly had taken 
the Hint, and told their Number, which I 
made to be about a Pair of Dozens; when 
one of them comes up to the very Bar, and, 
well fays he, a mighty Buſineſs y'ave done, 
have you not? To cro ud a Parcel of inno- 
cent People here, into a Hole hardly fit for 
a Dog-kennel ? If this be the Juſtice you 
boaſt of, I think you may be aſnam'd on't. 
But what, I wonder, can you hope to get by 
putting People to ſhame for nothing, My 
Wife, forſooth, having been out, I ſuppoſe ſome- 
where a goſſipping, forgot to ſet my Ears on; but 
+ when 
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when J come to give an Accout of it te the 
Court, I fancy I ſhall make ſome People 
bluſh, to hear what J have to fay for myſelf. 
Ay, ſaid another next to him, Diſaſters are 
here to be reckon'd Crimes: I ſuppoſe I am 
to have this Slit down my Noſe, thrownin m 
Dich as a Miſhap; anda Miſhap no doubt 
it was, but ſuch a Mithap as many an honeſt 
Man may be liable to. Silly People may 
take it for a Mark of the Hangman's : but 1 
have Teſtimonials ſign'd by many of my 
Brethren, that I got it by Self. Defence, and 
ſure Self- Defence never was a Crime. The 
Matter was ſo plain, that had I not dy'd in 
the Interval, I had made Intereſt with a Judge's 
Clerk, to have got his Maſter's Hand to 
it, However, I don't fear but I ſhall do 
well enough: For tho' my Witneſſes happen 
not yet to he come, it is very well known, 1 
never ſtuck at an Oath, upon a good Oc- 
caſion. And what do you mention an Oath 
for in my Company, cries another next to 
him; as if I was the only Perſon truely ? It 
is well known, that what Idid, was to ſerve 
my Client, and a good Client he was, and 
well deſerv'd it at my Hands, They 
that pay well, ought not to loſe by it. It is 
true, there were five or ſix ſwore hard a- 
gainſt me. What then? might not they be 
as well miſtaken as I? A very fine Paſs the 
World will be at, if a Lawyer's Word ma 
not out-weigh the Oath of a Mechanick or 
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two. Hearing 'em talk of Oaths, methought 


another from the very farther Part of the 


Cell bruſh'd through, with a * Wha wants 


me? Bleſs me, thought I, what am Igot to Edin- 
borough? But by ſpreading out his Hand, I 
found, he was of another Calling. Howe- 


ver, ſeeing no body ready to anſwer his Ex- 


pectation, he clutch'd his Fiſts together, and 
turn'd away, ſeemingly under no little Diſ- 


appointment. 


Obſerving that they, one and all, ran much 
upon Oaths, I whiſper'd my Friend in the 


Ear, and ask*d him the Meaning of it. Why, 


ſays he, this is appointed for the Quarters of 
the Profitable Swearers. For Minos gave 
Orders, that they ſhould have peculiar Cells 
allotted them, that they might be eaſily 
come at on the next Day of Hearing. But 
the Numbers were ſo great, and the Crimes of 
many of 'em ſo complicated, that the Offi 
cers were, now and then, forc'd to ſtow *em 


promiſcuouſly. As you will find in the next 


Cell, where the Eraſers, and Forgers, were 
under a Neceſſity of joining Company with 
the Suborners. Sure, ſaid I, there is a vaſt deal 
ot Difference between thoſe ;-for, in my Opi- 
nion, their Talents lie two different Ways, 


Not ſo much as you imagine, replies my 


Friend; for, tho* Forgery lies moſt at the 
Fingers 


* It is affirm'd that, among other Cries of that 
City, a Man goes abou: with a Cloſe- ſtool under a Plad, 
and Cries, Wha wants me ? 
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Fingers ends; yet, if you will uſe your Rea- 
ſon, you will be forc'd to allow, that Subor- 
nation is no other than mental Forgery, and 
therefore naturally involv'd in the ſame Pe- 
nalties. But if you will have a little Patience, 
perhaps you may hear them more elaborately 
diſcuſs the Point, than I can pretend to do. 
Upon faying which, we withdrew to the 
next Cell, and there we ſaw a Multitude 
with Pen and Ink before *em, on ſeparate 
Tables. Ay, this will do, ſays one of em; 
I defy the Owner himſelf to diſtinguiſh my 
Hand from his own. How do you like this, 
fays another? Do you think any Jury in the 
Univerſe will be able to make a Diſcovery 
here? I'll ſay that, and a Fig for him, my 
Maſter was one of the profoundeſt Adepts 
in the black Art that ever liv'd ;and tho'I ſay't, 
that ſhould not ſay't, he was as happy in a 
Scholar. If you want any thing to be put 
out, or taken in, let me have your Cuſtom, | 
ſays a third. As a Specimen of my Skill, 
ſee there. Tell me, he that can, which is.: 
Text, and which is Comment: Could I WM ; 
come at the Judge's Letters patent, if I did 
not Un, judge him, I ſhould think I deſerv'd þ } 
to be judg'd myſelf, There is no Slight of { 
Hand, like the Slight of a Pen. What do } 
a 
Ii 
h 


f 
F; 


you think of it? ſays he to me, ſeeing me 
look very earneſtly. Think, faid I? that 
you deſerve more than the other World could 
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give you. Why, you can transfer Property, ©? 
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in half the time that a Judge can decide it, 


Nay, bur if you are for that Sport, cries one 
near him, let me come in for Snacks. And 
who I pray are you, faid I? Why don't you 
know me, ſays he? Then I pronounce you, 
the very'ſt noramus in WeSminſter-Hall, 
Lawyers may plead their Hearts out, and 
their Lungs to Puff-Paſte : Nothing will e- 
ver be made of the Matter till I come. In 
one County I go by the Name of Parker ; in 
another by the Name of Johnſon ;by the Name 
of in another: but all mean the ſame Per- 
ſon, and the ſame Thing. I am as well 
known at the Seſſions Houſe as the Jailour 
himſelf; and tho' I don't much covet to 
drudge for ſuch paltry, pitiful Rogues, I am 
forc'd, now and then, to do 'em a Job, be- 
cauſe they help me to better Buſineſs. In 
ſhort, I am between Attorney and Client, 
in the ſame Station with Mother Needham, be- 


tween Crack, and Cully. I don't, like her, 


bring 'em together, tis true; but, when they 
are together, little is to be done without talk- 
ing with me. I found, by his round-about 
Way, that he did not greatly care to diſcover 
himſelf further: I had therefore a mind to 
ſift him, by a ſide Wind, and pray, faid 1, 
how come you to be plac'd with the Eraſers, 
and Forgers. Hang 'em, a parcel of pitiful 
Dogs, the Eraſers, I mean; they could 
hardly ever keep Body and Soul together. 
But, for the Forgers, continu'd he, they 

are 
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are near Relations ; we are Couzen Germans by 
the Father's ſide : For what they do by ſlight 
of Hand, we do by ſlight of Memory. The 
Fellow ſeem'd to be ſo taken with my Curi- 
oſity, that he would ſtil] have ran on, had 
not my Friend whiſper'd in my Ear, that we 
had too much Work on our Hands, to loſe 
more Time in trifling there. 

8 I obey'd his Hint, and went along with 
him to the next Cell ; in going to which, he 
told me, we ſhould find nothing but Attor- 


nies there, being all Barreters and Champer- 


trey Men. A profligate Race, ſays he, as 
any; the* nothing near ſo numerous: Yet, 
like the Sin of Simony, it has of late got 
Ground ſtrangely, and under ſome like No- 
tion. with that of Bond of Reſignation: We 
expect, next Boat, a Cart Load of thoſe 


Adventurers. I peep'd in to ſee what Sort of Þ 


Cattle they were, and the firſt I laid Eyes on, 
were two of my old Acquaintance, Ha! | 
Wil, ſaid I to the elder of the two, what | 
brought thee here? Pure Ignorance, an- | 
ſwer'd he, fetching a Sigh from the loweſt 
Part of his fat Sides. But do you think it 
wonnot be a confounded Shame, that I ſhould 
be puniſh'd for that? They told me here, 
continu'd he, of Barretry and Champertrey, 
and I know not what; Words that Ie ſure, 
I ken not the meaning on, tho' Ile ſtood 3} 
Tryal on ſome ſuch like Account, on your ſide 
the Water. But wa's me, I then met witha 
, favourable þ 
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tvourable Judge, who clear'd me, becauſe 
he ſaid my Adverſaries had prov'd too much, 
Jam afraid that will hardly paſs for Law on 
this ſide the Water. But if it ſhould, 1 
own to you, as a Friend, I carry that 
within me, that Iſe fear will do my Buſineſs, 
never knew ?*till I came here that I had a 
Conſcience, I would I had lefr it behind. For 
Ife find ita very troubleſome Companion. And 
it tells me, that tho'ff Ie ſhould get clear, o 
this, there are many and many other things, 
that will ſtick cloſe by me. He had but 
juſt ſaid this, when my other old Acquain- 
rance.came to the Bar, and, with a ſort of a 
Fleer, what, cries he, are you come among 


us? On a viſit, reply'd I, but not to ſtay 


with you as yet. But what, I wonder, have 
you to do among theſe ſort of People? All, 
ſays he, that I can tell of the Matter is, that 


I wanted to get Money apace, and in ordi- 


ne ad took Cauſes by the great: but I ſhall 
get off well enough, for I have brought along 
with me a Friend's Letter to one of our 
Judges, and I intend to make uſe of it here. 


But there is one thing I more apprehend 


than this Affair. And what is that, faid 
[? Why, ſays he, there is a certain Acquain- 
tance of yours, that I have uſed very ſcan- 
dalouſly, and if he ſhould come, or ſend o- 
ver, what he has to ſay againſt me, you might 
as well pretend to waſh the Devil white, as 
to make me not guilty, in the very Depth of 
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the Law. Pray, continued he, for old Ac- 
[| quaintance ſake, ſpeak to him in my behalf: 
Tell him, my Conſcience is Tormentor e- 
nough ; he need not give himſelf the trouble 
to appear againſt me; I promiſed him all 
the good Offices 1 could do for him; and ſo, 
| my Friend giving me the jog, we went to 
ll the next. 5 
| And what ſhould that be, as my Companion 
inform'd me, but the Cell of the Inſipids. I 
4 made him repeat it twice over, that I might 
| be fatisfy'd that my Ears had not deceiv'd 
„ me: But, on his confirming it, Inſipid, ſaid 
it I, what ſort of Lawyers are thoſe? I never 
ll Heard of that Order before. Look in, ſays 
he, and better inform yourſelf : I fancy you 
will find ſome of your old Acquaintance 
M there too. My Curioſity hereupon was doub- 
1 led, and with more than ordinary Eagerneſs 
J went to the Grate, and threw my Eyes al! 
over the Place, or at leaſt as far as the great 
Concourſe of Inſipids would let rae throw *em. 
But next to me, there was a Range of I don't 
know what to call *em : For they were all 
with their Backs toward me; and yet in ſuch 
a ſide-way manner, that I could obſerve 
that every Man of *em had in his Hand a 
Pocket Looking-Glaſs; in which he ob- 
ſerv'd his Phiz, perusd his Mouth, and ſet | 
his Wig. After ſome little Time ſpent in that 
Adjouſtment, one of them ſaid, liſping to the 
Man on the right of him, that he had - 6 
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tain'd Yeſterday a great Calamity ; for 


that, being ſent for, by Lady Jabella, to drink 
Tea in the Interval, a Cauſe that he was 
concern'd in came on, and for want of his 
Company, his Client, who was his Friend, 
underwent an Overthrow. Dear Sir, ſays the 
other, how conſentaneous are our Misfor- 
tunes? For I, that very Day, rode a few 
Miles to take part oi a Venifon Paſty, and 
a poor Widow, my Client, ſuffer'd extreme- 
ly by it. I had order'd my head Clerk to 
put off the Cauſe till my Return, which was 
but to the Day following; and he, fome Way 
or other, neglecting his Duty, the Cauſe was 
calPd on, and my poor Widow was caſt, and 
loſt all ſhe had in the World by it. A fad 
Calamity ! But Miſchances will happen to 
our beſt Endeavours. You may talk what 


you will, ſays the next to 'em, a Boar and a 


Beau both in one; but I think my Miſhap 
exceeded both yours. I had a Cauſe ſet down 
for Hearing, and an unlucky Dog of an Ac- 
quaintance of mine, ſending me Word the 
Court hunted the fame Day on Hounſlow- 
Heath, I order'd that drunken Dog Bob Swwal- 
low-all to attend the Buſineſs, and away went 
I along with the Court. But to ſee the Miſ- 
fortune of the Matter: When I came back, 
found Bob would not leave his Glaſs ; my 
Client (and a good one he was too, and a 
Man of Credit and Repute) was caſt ; the 
Bailiffs had taken Poſſeſſion of his Perſon, 


ard, 


( 

b 
£ 

4 

. 

4 


j 


x way 7 2 448 


13 » TT, 4 p< Rel BE 1c wo — 


12% a 


„ On Ä Pr 


168 Law VISIONS. 


and, ranſacking all the Offices, had ſo loaded 


him, that he was forc'd to turn himſelf over 
to the Feet 3; whence, tho? I did at long 


Run diſengage him, it was at the Expence of 


his Credit, and the Ruin of the Man. 
I confeſs theſe Relations, which I had no 


Reaſon to queſtion, fully convinc'd me of the 


Juftice and Propriety of the Title of the Cell; 
and yet there was one Thing that confirm'd 
the Matter beyond all the reſt. I had fix*d 
my Eyes, during all the Relations of theſe 
inſipid Adventurers, on one Corner of the 


Cell, where fat, on a Stool, an old Figure in 


his own coal-black Hair, with (as to me it 
ſeem'd) his Wife's white Apron about his 
Shoulders, and an Ivory Comb in his Hand, 
taking ſuch ghaſtly Pains with his thin, but 
truly ghoſtly Locks, that I could not but 


be aſtoniſh'd at the Meaning of it. He had 


been at his painful Task all the while of their 
Diſcourſe ; by his Side lay a Serjeant's Coit, 


and he did not ſeem to have half done his 


Work neither. I could not but defire my 
Companion to take notice of it, and enquire 
of him, at the ſame Time, who the Man 


was? and what his Meaning ? You ſee him, 
ſays he, a moſt deſpicable Figure; and yet 
his Parts adequate to his Perſon: And yet 


that deſpicable Perſon is not without adequate 
Conceit. He will ſpend you Hours in this 
Inſipidity ; and tho his Wife, good Lady, 
eſteem'd, while alive, what all Mankind de- 
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tpis'd z he was even with her, and deſpis'd 
what all Mankind, but himſelf, eſteem'd. 
But if theſe, ſaid I, are all the Crimes he is 
charg'd with, the Commonneſs of the Prac- 
tice among thoſe we call the Beau Monde will 
not render his Caſe very deſperate, Make 
Truce with your Patience, ſays he; I am 
afraid you will hear an ugly Story between a 
Brother-in- Law and him, whom he firſt 
made drunk, and then drew into {candalous 
Covenants. But of that more hereafter. Let 
us proceed on our Viſitations. 

What is here, ſaid 1! an empty Cell? go- 
ing to the next. Not quite empty, ſaid my 
Friend; nor half full. Theſe are a Species 
we know not yet what to make of. The 
Catchpoles complain of them as a Parcel of 
Interlopers; and fay, they are every Day 
breaking in upon their Privileges, On the other 
Side, the Informers have retain'd a crafty 
Attorney to file an Information againſt them, 
and ſwear they will pawn, to their very Skins, 
to maintain their Rights and Properties. They 
call themſelves Meſſengers, but in fact are a 
Sort of Kidnappers and Inſidiators ; tho', on 
Occaſion, they make excellent Evidences, 
none better 3 their whole Merit being built 
upon other Men's Ruin. You may have ſeen 
ſome of 'em in Bookſellers, and Pamphlet 
Shops. I remember the Creatures. In the 
Reign of King James, ſaid I, when the Law 
was at its laſt Gaſp, they led Literature ſuch 
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a weary Life, that both the Trade and the 
Thing were as near expiring, as the Law. 
Theſe are thoſe very Men, fays my Friend: 
Here they have lain ever fince, waiting for a 
Time that may countenance their old Prac- 


tices 3 as the Court has deferr'd bringing 'em 


to a Trial, waiting for Credentials from your 
en Office, to know under what Species 

to place em. I ſignify'd to my Friend, that 
7 "ad a great . Curioſity to talk with one of 
**m: But I would not adviſe you to it, re- 
ply*d he; for it is ten to one but he inſnares 
you, and brings you into Jeopardy; for, as 


1 told you before, all his Merit depends upon 
your Deſtruction. My Curioſity was imme— 


diately cooPd, and I funk away, as if I had 
had a Viper in View, My Friend approv'd 
my Tractability, with a Smile; and led me 
on to the next. 

Bleſs me, ſaid I, as ſoon as I peep'd in, 


here does not want for Number; the Place 
is fo full, it will hardly hold another. And 


yet, ſaid the Clerk, we have, every Boat, a 
freſn Supply. Theſe too are a Species yet 
vndiftinguiſh'd 3 they are a perſect Emblem 
of the Samaritan Eſtate. They take it ill to 
be reckon'd among the Attornies; and the 
Attornies, Jew like, difown them. They 
are perpetually petitioning, and exclaiming 
againſt one another; and yet never are 10 
well, as when they are playing into one ano— 


ther's Hands. By your Account of them, 
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{aid I, I fancy theſe are Scriveners. The ſame, 
reply'd my Friend: You might eaſily diſtin- 
guiſh them by a ſupercilious Haughtineſs in 
their Countenances. Tho? ſince the Trick of 
Scockjobbing came into Vogue, they are 
much come off of their old 
have found it neceſſary to borrow a little Ob- 
ſequiouſneſs of the Brokers. What's that 
you ſay of Stocks, Friend, cries one, advan- 
cing to the very Poſt? are they like to riſe? 
Then I'll give Money for the Refuſal. I will 
not lend any Sum, ſays another, under fave 
thouſand Pounds, nor under any legal Intereſt; 
over and above which I expect And there 
he made a full Stop, in Expectation that we 
mould preſerve his Madeity by a generous 
Otter. 
he made Room for a third; and he deliver'd 
in Whiſper, that it we would agree to ſink 
ten in every Hundred, he would let us have 


what we wanted at common Intereſt : But 


then he ſhould inſiſt upon unexceptionable Se- 
curity, and Bond and Judgment into the Bar- 
gain. You talk of the Sgmaritan State, ſaid 
to my Friend; I take theſe all to be under 
a perfect Fetoiſo ¶Cconomy. What you may 
be able to prove from a Search of their Bo- 
dies, I can't pretend to lay; but ſure I am 
their Minds declare *em thoroughly circum- 
cis'd. The Words were hardly out of my 
Mouth, when one ſqueezing through the 
Croud, calls aloud, Who be dat wants Cir- 


12 cumciſion? 


Quality Airs, and | 


But neither of us faying any thing, 


e 


4 — = 
— jt - = 
3 2s 

— _ « . RS 
* . * * . * £32 — 

— * 8 
— —— ett — 

— 8 
* 3 — 898982 
WL 7 . - 


2 2 — 
-— "» 2 * — - 
a ad FEES g < > a6 


"ZH 
——_ 
. 


2 


err 2 2k, 
— _—y 
oe 


oa 


. — > * 2 2 


— 
rr 
. * 5632 
230 _ ” 


— aha bats > abt He x 
hs i 6A, 42 


— 


r 
3 — 


* 

” * 1 
Wi, 2. 
"We 4 4 


— 
- 


— 2K 2 
4 2 — 52 
Do. 21 


S 
— > 


Denn — 


1752 LAW VISIONS. 
cumciſion? me be here, He had the moſt 


viſible Tokens of Diſperſion of any I ever 
ſaw before; wanting nothing but a Tail, to 
make an agreeable Monkey. However, he 


continuing to ſqueak out, Who dat want 
Circumciſion ? who dat want Circumciſion? 


I thought it behov'd me to undeceive him, 
and tell him, that many here might want it, 
but, by the Barrenneſs of Reply, I might 
take upon me to ſay, none deſir'd it. Did 
you no call a me, then, quo he, with a Flear 


and a Grin, that made me look down to fee 


if I had not before overlook'd his diſtin- 
guiſhing Part; when I found that, contrary 


to the Courſe of vulgar Monkeys, he had 
got ſome-body to cut his Tail off at his But- 


rocks, and faſten it at his Neck, The un- 
lucky Jeſt pleas'd my Friend very much, and 
as much enrag'd J/jaac ; for which Reaſon my 
Friend thought proper to remove forward. 
began now, methought, to be ſo famili- 
aris'd in my Circuits, that I ſcrupled not 


to outſail my Convoy, and peep into the 


Celis, withour Cautzon or Ceremony. I was 
got, in this precipitate Manner, to the next 
Cell, when my Ears were ſyring'd with ſuch 
a Volley of Execrations and Oaths, that, 
inſtead of mending, I flacken'd my Pace, 
and, like a prudent Soldier, waited the com- 
ing up of my Guard du Corps, My Friend 
ifaw me under Amaze; and, tho the Galli- 


mawfry of Words equally offended him, he, 
| ſmiling, 
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ſmiling, ask'd me what was the Matter? 
Matter! ſaid I : Can you hear, and ask the 
Queſtion ? This ſure, continu'd I, is Hell 
broke looſe. And have you forgot, ſaid he, 
what is your common Uſage on Earth? Is 
not every Street, and every Alley there, a Hell 
broke looſe? But that you may ſce the Dif- 
ference of Diſcipline under Laws no Way dif- 
ferent, ſhew yourſelves, ſays he to the Guards. 
They did fo ; and immediately all was huſh'd 
as a Quakers Meeting. I could not but en- 
quire into the Meaning, of both the Diſtem- 
per and the Cure. You muſt know, ſays 
he, this is the Cell for Bailiffs Followers; 
plac'd here at the very End of this Range, 
that by that Means they might give the leaſt 
Diſturbance : They are the very Scum of the 
Scum of Mankind: Highway-men, Street- 
Robbers, Pick-pockets, and Houſe-breakers 
always recruit the Corps; and well the Stream 
declares the putid Fountain, Twice every 


Four and twenty Hours, as ſure as they come, 


are they oblig'd to undergo the Whip Diſci- 
pline. Theſe are their Task-maſters; and, 
therefore, on Sight of theſe, expecting a Diſh 
of Exceedings, they were ſtruck into Silence : 
Not but, as ſoon as they are out of Sight, the 
Raſcals will fall into their old Trammels ; 
tor ſuch Scoundrels can neither ſwallow nor 
breathe, without an Execration, Oath, or 


Curſe, But enough of ſuch Rubbiſh : I be- 


lieve your Curioſity will hardly excite you to 
I 3 a Con- 
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4 Converſation with ſuch black Cattle. And 
indeed he was in the Right; for I was glad 
to get out of Hearing, for fear of another 
Volle y. 3 

Hheginning the other Range, after we had 
travers'd the Plain over, in the very firſt Cel] 


I obſcry'd a Parcel of People pretty tolerably 


dreſs*d, but not one of them without a wry 
Neck. Asking the Reaſon of it, my Friend 
told me, theſe were Court Sollicitors, who 
had, by Habit, ſo chang'd Nature, that they 
would never be able to hold their Necks 


ſtrait, without the Help of a Halter. They 


were ſo perpetually whiſpering nothing in- 
to ſome-body*s Ear, that their whole Lives 
were one continued Scene of very naked Whiſ- 
pering, and here they continue the Faſhion, 
Pray what was their Employ, faid I, on our 
ide the Water? for I do not remember ever 
to have heard of em. Tou only forget your- 
ſelf, ſays he: Did you never hear of a Court 
Society, that paſs'd under the Name of Place 
Jobbers ? Men that will ſell you one Place 
half a Dozen Times over; and take Money 
for having done a Piece of Service, which 


they never once thought of. They will whitl-. 


per a Lord, and tell you it was upon your 
Buſineſs; and that he had a molt favourable 
Anſwer: When, if the Truth was known, 
he only gave his I. ordſhip the Time of the 
Day, or took Notice of the Weather, or 
tome other Matter to as little 8 
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either of the other. What ſay you? do you 
now call 'em to mind? I remember 'em 
well, ſaid I; and 1 remember, withal, a Reign, 
in which they were diſcourag'd even to Era- 
dication : But that was a Reign in which Men 
of Merit were ſtation'd; and, in Reſpect to 
their Stations, form'd a Reſolution that none 
but Men of Merit ſhould come into Play. 
Men had not Poſts then, becauſe they would 
admit themſelves to be made Piſſing Poſts: 
Nor were Places thrown away upon any, for 
the bare Aſſurance of being compleat Tools, 
ready to undergo the worſt of Drudgeries for 
the worſt of Purpoſes. I was going on, when 
my Friend took me ſhorr, and told me this 
was only preaching to the Wind here; and, 
therefore, we might as well. paſs on to the 
next Cell, and fee if that would produce a 
better Crop. 

Before we came to which, we could hear 
nothing but Our Lord, and My Lord, ani 
all utter'd as it were in perfect Buskins. Where 
are we now ! thought I : Sure we have miſ⸗ 
took our Way, and are got into Court, ra- 
ther than among the Lawyers. But I was 
toon ſet to Rights; my Friend informing me 
they were all Judges Servants, their Clerks, 
and Tipſtaves, being plac'd together to at- 
end the coming of their Maſters, To do em 
Juſtice, I muit ſay that there was not one 
Grain of Concern in all their Countenances; 
tor they depended, to a Man, on the ſeveral 
I 4 Intere 
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Intereſts of their Lords. I ſpeak here of the 
Clerks; for as to the Tips, they depended 
more on their own Authority, than any In- 
tereſt whatever, and behav'd as if they iptend- 
cd to take the Three Infernal Judges into 
Cuſtody, if they diſputed their Power. One 
of 'em, however, a luſty Farrier-like Fellow, 
ſcem'd, by Fits and Starts, to be troubled 
with a little Remorſe of Conſcience, and 
made his Sides rebound now and then in a 
Pplaintive Manner. Of which taking Notice 
to my Friend, he laugh'd, and told me, that 
he dare ſay his Malady was wholly domeſ- 
tick, for he had not Thought enough to enter 
into any Notion of what would become of 
him hercatter. Seeing us reaſoning together, 
one of them broke irom his Company, and, 
in ſomewhat of a Rage, demanded what we 
were talking of? Not. of you, Sir, ſaid I: 
We did not mention your Name, It 1s very 
well you did not, ſaid he: If you had, I 


ſhould have complain'd to my Lord, who is 


daily expected; and Five hundred to one but 
he had committed you. My Friend burſt 


out into a violent Laughter at the affected 


Arrogance; which Tip ſeeming to reſent, he 
order*d one of our Guards to lift up his Rod 
of Caſtigation. On Sight of which, Tip drew 
in his Horns (for Tips may have Horns, as 
well as honeſter People) and left us to talk of 
what we would, without further Interruption, 
Methought I myſelf grew weary of this dumb 


and 
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and uninſtructive Piece of Pageantry, and 
mov'd myſelf, without waiting for my Habeas 

Corpus. 
Before we could reach the next Cell, our 
Ears faithfully inform'd us what they were 
upon: There were Fiddles and Voices tor- 
menting one another, and Giggling and Laugh- 
ing, to make a bad Conſort much worſe. 
Nor were our Eyes, ſo ſoon as near enough 
to make Uſe of them, leſs faithful in their 
Accounts, than our Ears had been: A Parcel 
of merry Greets we found 'em; and, of all 
the Days of their Lives, the Evil Day was 
the leaſt and laſt they thought on. And what, 
pray, faid I to my Companion, call you 
theſe? If Chriſtmas had not been over, I 
ſhould have taken 'em for a Company of 
Morrice-Dancers; not only from their giggling 
their Bottoms about, but their Antick Varie- 
ties of Dreſs would lead me to it. Speak 
loftly, ſaid he, for fear you mar their Mer- 
riment. Theſe are young Lawyers; all of 
the Partridge Breed: You fee they run away 
from their Neſt, with the Shells upon their 
Heads. I don't know how they came at 
*em 3 but every Tom has got his Mate, I find. 
How ſoon could I put an End to this Jollity 
of theirs? What ſay you? ſhall I demoliſh 
this Patchwork of Gallantry ? - The Scene 
was fo new, and I found myſelf ſo dilpos'd 
to a little Pleaſantry (for 1 always was of 
Opinion that indifferent Muſick was better 
13 N than 
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than none) that I interceded for a little 
Remiſſion; and fo on went the Lads and 
the Laſſes, without the leaſt Regard to | 
Fiddles or Futurity. But Human Plea- | 
fares are never laſting 3; and, in the very 
Poſſeſſion, we find 'em ſtill uncertain. One 
of the young 7ezabels had ſtoll'n many a wan- 
ton Glance in Wrong of her Partner, and 
beſtow'd *em, in my Opinion, upon one every 
Way leſs deſerving ; which the Smock-fac'd 
Comedian, to the Deſtruction of every Inch 
of human Patience, having more than once 
taken Notice of, flew upon his happy Rival, 
and in a Moment all their Merriment was | 
turn'd into Confuſion. In. an Inftant there 


_— E 
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were long Cue-Powdricers, Head- Gear, Sc. 

flying all over the Place; ſome ſhrieking, o- 
tners ſquauling, and the Half-Men bullying 

and ſwearing; that it was a perfect Repre- 

ſentation of Billingalèꝰ on a Fiſh-Day. But 

to ſee the Benefit of good Diſcipline— No 

ſooner had one of our Guards, at the Com- 

mand of my Friend, advanc'd his Whip, and |} 
ſhook his Bell, but a perfect Calm ſucceeded 

the Storm; and every one began to look 

about for what belong'd to em. Here one 

catch'd up a Toupee, another a long Cue, 

another her Head-dreſs, and another her | 

Handkerchief. But what was moſt remark- 
able was, the young Jezabel, as I calPd her, 
and thought her, who had been the Occaſion 

of che Whole Diſturbance, was poreing _ 
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all the reſt, and tho' ſhe would not fatis- 
fy 'em upon often aſking, what ſhe wanted, 
one of the Company ſet his Foot upon a Set of 
fine white Teeth, which ſtooping to take up, 
tho? not for his own Uſe, the fair Lover, with 
a hearty Shove, ſet him on his Head, and 
catching up what ſhe wanted, ſkuttled to the 


farther End of the Cell, and left all the reſt 


of the Company to giggle by themſelves. 
My preſent Surprize exceeded much all my 
paſt Pleaſure ; for I could not help reflecting, 
what a ſorry Condition thoſe young Fellows 
muſt be in, that ſacrifice their Quiet to Su- 
perficialities; and torment themielves with 
Matters beneath the Conſideration of rational 
Creatures. 

My Friend the Clerk, did not ſeem to 
diſſent from my mora] Sentiments: But I 
found him under ſome Perplexity, what Ac- 
count to give me of thoſe in the next Cell. 
They were few in Number, and, indeed, fo 
few, that tho' we heard a Noiſe, it was ſome 
Time aſter, peeping and poring, before we 
could make any Diſcovery of the Authors of 
the Sounds, or what they were upon. At 
laſt, ſaid I, have you got a Child's School 
in theſe Parts? Though I cannot ſee what 
Ule it can be of, I can make nothing elſe of 
it. You may guels twice afore you mend 


it, ſays he; it is a School, tho? not a Child's 


School. This is the Cell kept a-part, Time 
im- 


- 
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immemorial, for the Six Clerks to learn to 
read in. Tradition ſays, that one of them 


attepding a Maſter in Chancery, who was 


hearing Cauſes, was by him put to read a 
Writing in Court, as it was his Place : But 
not being able to diſcharge his Office, the 
Maſter, who was none of the beſt tempered 
Men, rated him in ſuch a Manner that it 
broke his Heart. So ſoon as he came here, 


out of a juſt Senſe of the great Value of 


Learning, he petitioned that this Cell might 
be ſet a-part for a School, that neither he, 
nor any of his Succeſſors might incur the 
like Indignity below, that had more than 
once happened above. The Relation ſeemed 
ſo ludicrous, that I could hardly give Credit 
ro it; till he told me, that thoſe Places 
had long been ſold as Sine Cures, and as 
they colt a great deal of Money, the Purchaſe, 
it was not to be ſuppoſed that the Purchaſers 
were under any Neceſſity of reading them- 
ſelves, ſo long as they were able to procure De- 
puties that could. He had ſcarce done ſpeak- 


ing, when they all came forward with a Ba, 


Be, Bi, Bo, Bu, and that very articulately. 
My Friend knew the Cuſtom, and their Hu- 


mour, ſo clapt his Hands ſmartly, by way 
of Applauſe 3 at which they were all pleaſed, 
ſmiled, and made their Bows, and then walk'd 
Oii. | 

The Solicitors in Chancery, who I was in- 
formed took up the next Cell, had their Leſ- 
' ſons 
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fons too perfect to want teaching. On peep- 


ing in, I found them all as buſy as Bees; but I 


did not care to go too near them, for fear ] 
ſhould find the ſame Stings in their Tails. 
However, it was comical enough, to hear how 
one was damning his Clerk, for putting a 
Word in a Line more than he ſhould ; ano- 
ther treated his in the ſame manner, for 


crouding the Sheet with a Line more than 


Authority allotted. This proteſted that 
Spin. oui had loſt his Credit with him for ever, 
for his Famine of Tautology ; and another 
complained, that his Bill was drawn ſo out of 
the way, that it was perfectly intelligible. 
At this Rate, ſays he, the Law will run away 
with all our Buſineſs : For how can we think 
any Man of Parts will employ us, when once 
we come to be underſtood. Obſcurity and 
Darkneſs are the Darlings of Mankind : who 
would ever read Tacitus, if his Tranſlator had 
not rendered him ten times more obſcure than 
the Original? Or can we think the fine Play 
of S2/0n would ever have fold off an Im- 
preſſion, if the Author had ſet up for Senſe, 
Wit, or Meaning? In ſhort, Men may 
pretend what they pleaſe, but they are never 
better pleaſcd, nor part with their Money 
more rea dlily, than when their Intellects are 
puzled, and their Senſes reduced to a State of 
Co t iſion. You will fay, this is making Fools 


of Mankind, and reducing them to a State 


of 
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of Lunacy. The better; for are not ſuck 
our beſt Clients? Did ever a Man of Wit 
come twice into Law or Chancery? No 
Thanks to them if they did: For had not 
the Fools or Lunaticks drove them in, I am 
{ture we had never had any of their Company. 
Brother, ſays one next to him, you have all 
the Talk to yourſelf, though you are not paid 
for it. Let me take my Turn: Perhaps I may 
ſtart a Point you are notapprized of. What 
an if we feed Council to make a Motion, 
now that they are moving to enlarge the Rules 


of the Fleet, that for the Time to come we 


might have no Rule to go by ? I am ſure it 
would encreaſe Buſineſs ; and redound much 
to the Honour of the Court, and likewiſe — 
(here he yawn'd) I have forgot the 'tother, 
but PI ſend by the next Boat to Berghemſtead 
for my Papers, and then you will ſee a deal 
more. My Friend here could not hold from 
laughing; for he knew the poor Wretch 
not to be ſo good a Solicitor as a Planter, 
fince his Wife taught him the laſt, and Na- 
ture never taught himthe other. 

The next Cell, ſaid my Friend, is a Sort 
of Noli me langere. They who cheat by 
Charter may hang Conſcience at the Girdle, 


and repent at Leiſure. Sheriffs and Mayors 


Courts were formerly a fort of Court Leets, 
inſtituted for common Relief; but ill Neigh- 
bourhood, and ill Example, has now corrupt- 


ed the Inſtitution, and they are now become 
5 as 
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as mere Stages of the Law as any; where 
the ſame Drawcanfirs, or Mountebanks rather, 
delude the Ignorant, to come and have their 
Teeth drawn, for their own Glory and E- 
molument : But thoſe Stage Quacks are more 
troubleſome to our Court than all the reſt: 
For if any of their Profeſſors are brought to 
the Bar, ſlap-daſh, their Charter is pleaded 
upon us. Their Brother Knaves, the Ser- 
geants, attempted to make uſe of the ſame 
Stratagem : But we ſent one of them to Sur- 


geons Hall, and thoſe skilful Anatomilts, 


after laying open every Artery and Vein, 
proved them as notorious Catchpoles as ever 
hang'd. Nay, under the Notion of Counters 
and Spunging Houſes, which certainly muft 
be againſt Law : (For Peſt-Houſes were never 
allowed in the Heart of a City) they have 
lifted a new Army of Secondarys Clerks and 
Jailors, that have wholly vitiated the Peace 
of the City, and tore up the very Roots of 
the good Government of it, Let us depart, 
continues he, from ſuch a Lay-ſtall : For 
fare Hell itſelf only can afford any thing 
worle, 

1 he next, which was the largeſt of all, was 
the Cell of the Catchpoles, or Sheriffs Offi- 


cers, as they call themſelves, a Parcel of as 


il-look*d Wretches as ever diſgrac'd Tyburn \, 


and yet there was ſuch a Noiſe and Knockin 
at a Back door, that my Friend told me, if 
I could have a Sight of thoſe that made it, 


[ 
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I ould be apt to look upon theſe as a fort 
of Angels. Keep my Eyes from the Sight 
of them, ſaid I 3 theſe are diſmal enough in 
Conſcience, Thoſe without that made the 
Noiſe, often called out, in Intervals ; Bre- 
thren, dear Brethren, let us in, we are 
your near Relations, your own Fleſh ard 
Blood in a civil Senſe ; pray admit us. No, 
y2 precious Raſcals, anſwered one of thoſe 
within, ye unhanged Carrion, we ſcorn your 
Company. You are a Ser of Rogues, that 
plead Court Relation, and under that ſpeci- 
ous Plea, preſume to ſeize Souls on Sundays. 
As if their Example was to be your Preſident, 
ye Villains. Ye make bold with Goſpel, as well 
as Law. Admit ſuch as you into our So- 
ciety ? Periſh he that'propoſes it, fay I. Nay, 
but Brother, ſays one next him, why ſo ſe- 
vere upon the poor Rogues? There is no ſuch 
great Difference, if the Caſe is right ſtated. 
Both of us alike make bold with the Law; 
and as lor the Goſpel, our Lives and Conver- 
ſations declare, we neither of us care one Far- 
thing for it. Yowll ſay, perhaps, their Sun- 
day Executions is a ſort of interloping Trade, 


and makes worſe for our Profeſſion ; but to 


be ingenious among our own ſelves, it is a 


Trade that we rather envy than condemn ; 


For which of us would not be ready enough 


to do the fame, if the Law did not abſolutely 
itare us in the Face? I theretore declare for 
| | : : their 
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their Admiſſion; it is wiſe in this Time of 
impending Danger, to ſtrengthen our Party 
all we can. The Flegm and cool Reaſoning 
of this rational Rogue, tho? it prevailed lit- 
tle on the firſt Spokeſman, had ſome Weight 
with the reſt, and began to form a Party for 
a Comprehenſion 3 till an unlucky Cur, with 
a Countenance of a more peſtilential Caſt, 
and ominous Hue than any, puſh'd forward, 
and thus beſpoke the Brethren ; I myſelf ha- 
ving been in Poſts of the higheſt Rank, Tip- 
ſtaff and Bar-keeper to a Judge, being laid 
a ſide for my Merits, took my Refuge under 
this Honourable Occupation : I know my 
having lain at the Feet of Gamaliel will vouch 
my Authority, and beſpeak your Attention. 
My Brother that laſt ſpoke, is for ſtrengthen- 
ing our Party, by the Admiſſion of the Pe- 
titioners: But I fay ſuch a Strengthening will, 
in the End, be a Weakening of ourſelves. For, 
pray tell me, Do we not find our Numbers 
large enough already ? So large, that with 
all our Tricks, Craft and Induſtry, ſome of 
our great Body can hardly keep Body and 
Soul together? I agree with him, indeed, that 
for the Matter of Villainy, we are pretty 
much upon a Square : But Villainy is not the 
Thing we ſtick at. Tho? we all ſwear, play 
at Cards and Dice of a Sunday, and do many 
other Leudneſſes equally bad; yet as we 
keep the Name, tho? we drop the Thing, it 

Pro- 
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procures us a ſort of Reſpe& amongſt our 1 
Neighbours, and we are now look d upon 
with a different Eye to what we ſhall be, if } 
we admit theſe Marſhal-Court Rogues, theſe 
Verger Polecats, into our Society. I there. 
fore declare for a poſitive Rejection. Among 
ſuch ragged Audience, he that ſpeaks laſt 
always has the Afcendant : And we ſee too 
often, even among the better ſort of Men, 
pacifick Councils flighted, in Favour of thoſe 
of Variance. Such was the Cale here; the 
Spirit of Accommodation vaniſhed in a Trice, 
and Clamour and Tumult ſcem'd to have 
taken their Quarters in every Part, Only ! 
obſerved the Peace-Maker had ſlip'd himſelt 
to one Side, and was got to the very Door, 
where the Knocking had been. On a ſudden, 
methought, he lift up his Hand, and drew | 
out an Iron Pin; immediately upon which, WM |} 
ruſhed in like a Torrent, all the ragged Re- 
giment that had before been deny'd Entrance. 
One would have imagined this Stratagem 
ſhould have ſecured the Perſon of the Peace. 
Maker from all Hazard; but it happencd FF « 
= 


— 
** val. BEE 
4 : * 8 4 — * 2 
* £464 LEON 'T 8 
a n *1 of 


quite otherwiſe, jor the Party /aliaut, not 

knowing Friend from Foe, one of *em had 

his Hand up ready, to lay the Perſon that lc 

em in, down at his Feet. 1-was fo diſguſted. 

at the Injuſtice ready to be offered, that | 

3 threw myſelE forward, with ſo much Eager- 

Z neſs, to prevent it, that I wak'd myſelf. Ne- 
ver- 
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vertheleſs, when I had a little recovered, I 


tound myſelf as much fatigued, and my Spirits 
as much exhauſted, as if all had been Reahty, 


and not a Dream. 


After this, I fell immediately into a gentle 
Slumber, when methought the ſame Perſon 
was endeayouring to allure me to another 
Ramble 3 but, inſtead of yielding to his Bland- 
iſhments, my fancy'd Wearineſs inſtructed 
me to make all the Excuſes poſſible : Till 
at laſt J was obliged to tell him, in down- 
right Terms, that ſuch Jaunts were ſo far 
from being diverting to me, that I would he 
glad to purchaſe a Receſs, at any moderate 
Expence. Mov'd at the Seriouſneſs of my 
Complaint, If you are in earneſt, ſaid he, 
there is one, and but one Way to obtain your 
Wiſh. As ſoon as you awake, take Pen, 
Ink and Paper, and unload your Breaſt; fi- 
niſh the Task you have begun; and endea- 
vour by that, to accompliſh the great Work 
you have in Hand. Then will your Spirits 
be at Eaſe, and I ſhall viſit you no more, to 
expole the Rapacities of thoſe you have to 
do with. On this, he was going to leave me, 
when, methought, I rais'd my Head, and 
defired him to give me a few further Directi- 
ons, promiſing I would faithfully follow 
them. Set out, fays he, the Evils you 
would remedy, in a plain and intelligible 
Manner. Propoſe your Remedies in a ſtrong, 

but 
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but decent Drapery, and leave the reſt to. 


your good Genius and Fortune. Pleas'd with 
the Preſcription, I wak'd, dreſs'd myle!!, || 


and then ſet about the agreeable Task in a 
Dialogue, which I reſolv'd ſhould carry the 


Title of 
PLAIN TRUTH. 
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| PLAIN TRUTH 


4 BY WAY OF 


"DIALOGUE, 


= BETWEEN 


TRUMAN, and SKINALL, 7wo ATTOR- 
NEYS, and SEASON A BENCHER. 
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DIALOGUE L 


TRUMAN. 


Well met. Why, I have not 
2 ve N 0 4 
| ſeen you this Age before. 
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Nl fea) Sk, I don't know how you 


A 


A rk && ſhould, when Weſiminſter- 
al has ſo little of your 
Company. I believe it is an Age, indeed, 
ſince any body ſaw you there, What, have 
you 


ful. 


But I wonder that you who are fo profound 
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you no Call thither? Is it eternal Vacation 
with you? oy 

Tru. So it ſeems, Mr. Skizal/, For, I have 
not been there theſe many Terms paſt, ex. 
cept as a Paſſenger to the Court of Requeſts 
now and thei. . 

Sk. Court of Regues/s: You pick up a hope- 
ful ſort of Clients there, I ſuppoſe 3 and a- 
bundance of *em. | 

Tra, Truly, Sir, as many as I covet : But 
if I pick up no Clients, I pick up good 
Company 

Sk. Now, I think no Company ſo good, 


4s good Clients. A Man never wants, either 


Diverſion, or Converſation, in ſuch Society. 
Where there is Money, there will always be 
Mirth ; that is an eſtabliſn'd Maxim with 
me. 

Tru. Then, I fancy, you are no great 


Friend to pauper Cauſes. 


Sk, Hang 'em, hang em; and yet I have 
got Money by ſome of 'em: But the very 
Name is ſo frightful.— | 

Tru. I fancy if you would add one Word, 
it would make it amiable, rather than fright- 


Sk, What Word's that, I wonder ? 


Tru. Charity 7 | 
Sk, Charity | Why, ay—— Charity's a 


| fine Thing; but you know what the Pro- 


verb ſays — It always ſhould begin at home: 


an 
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an Admirer of her Lady-ſhip, and have fo 
little other Buſineſs, do not lay out your 
Talents that way; it will certainly bring 
your name into Requeſt, and make you 
known; and a Man muſt be known, Mr. 
gruman, before he can flouriſh in our Vocation, 

Tru. And ſome Men that flouriſh in your 
Vocation, Mr. Skinall, are better known 
than truſted, | 

Sk. But why my Vocation, I pray; Is it 
not your's. I am jure 1 knew your Maſter, 
you ſerv'd Clerkſhip to. A good Pains- 
tak ing, Induſtrous Man; and he got ſuch a 
fine Eſtate, as made him remarkable, and 
Company for Lords and Senators. There— 
fore you need not be aſham'd of the Vocati- 
on, as to ſingularize me in it. 

True. I call'd it your's, Sir, becauſe 1 
ſaw you wrap'd up in it, and I diſtinguiſh'd it 
from myſelf, becauſe I never liked it. 

St. Pray now what's the meaning of this? 
| never heard of it before. What Diſguſt has 
che Law given you. 

Tru. Not the leaſt. I love the Law, as 
well as you that live by 1t- I think it not on- 
ly uſeful, but neceflary in all civil Govern— 
nents, Nay, I will go farther, and own, 
that no Civil Government can ſubſiſt without 
it. But — 

St, Ay, now for that But — Come, 
out with it, Man; Never let it lie upon your 
Stomach, for fear it breed Maggots. 


Tru, 
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Tru. And you will have Patience to 
hear me; will you? 1 
$k. O never fear it 
Tru. But I do, very much 
Sk, Out with this Wonder of Wonders 
This Anecdote See, here comes our 
Friend Seaſon; a Bencher, tho* no Lawyer: 
he ſhall be Umpire in the Matter. 
Tru, Agreed. 
Sea. But you muſt ſtay, Gentlemen, till 
I agree : for, in my Opinion, two ſuch old 
Acquaintance can never want an Umpire. 
Tru. The Task will be the eaſier, and 
your embracing it, more friendly. 
Sea. Uſe no more Ceremony, then ; for, 
I dare undertake to arbitrate any Difference 
between you two. _— 
Tru. I was giving the Law its juſt and full 
Eulogiums, juſt as you came up—— 
Sk. Ay, but the But That's the Point. 
Tru, But as uſeful and neceſſary as the 
Law 1s in all Civil Governments, it may 
grow to be an Evil. That is my But —— 
St, How's that, I pray? Repeat it a- 
gain U ſeful and neceſſary, and yet an Evil! 
a pretty fort of Paradox 
Tru, The Paradox will neither endanger 
your Teeth, or your Senſes——lt is uſeful for 
the Puniſhment of Villiang——It is neceſſary 
for the Preſervation of Order and Obedience, 
as well as for determining Diſputes, and 
Differences. _ 
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Sk. J hope you don't intend to make an 
Evil of any part of this ? 

Tru. What think you, when it is rack'd 
to oppreſs thoſe jt was made to defend ? 

Se. That's the Fault of the Judge. 

Tru. What think you, when it is ſo intri- 
cate, that one half of the Judges differ from 
the other in their Opinions ? | 

Sþ, Private Sentements, who can help? 

Tru. Or when it is grown ſo bulky, and 
Voluminous, that one third Part - of the 
Lawyers never read it ; another Third, do 
not underſtand it ; and the other Third Part, 
chat do read, and underftand a little, make 
very little other uſe of it, then to puzzle 
the Cauſe, and confound Bench and Jury two, 
where there is one. | 

Sk. Did you ever hear the like, Mr. Sea- 


fon? Is not this perfect Libel? 


Sea. As Libels go now-a-days, I know 
not what to ſay to it; but I am afraid there 
is too much Truth in it. 

Tru. What a hopeful Condition is that 
poor Client in, who, by common Vogue, or, 
more likely, the falſe Byas of his Attorney, 


has pitch'd upon one of the Man- legit Lawyers 
for his Council. He may talk by the Hour, 


till his Hearers are all weary: his crafty 
Opponent whips him cheough the Lungs, with 
Acts of Parliament, and Statutes, he never 
heard or read of ;and 4 the poor Client's Cauſe 


be 
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be never ſo good, his Lawyers Lungs would 
never have Power to ſave him. 

SK. And how, I pray, in your great Wiſ- 
dom, would you prevent it? 

Tru. I would have the whole Body of the 
Law reduc'd into a moderate Compaſs; 
and made intelligible to the meaneſt Capaci- 
ty 3 by which Means, the Council, without 
Perplexity, would come at the Meaning ; and 
his Client would be ſenſible that he had Juſ- 
tice done him, and both Judge and Jury, 

have the Sanction of other Men's Sentiments, 
as well as their own Conſciences, that Injury 
was offer'd to no Man. 

S. I wonder how ſuch a Noſtrum ever en- 
ter'd into your Brain. It is the firſt ſure it 
ever did enter into. 

Tru. What think you of the great Bacon? 
Or of the good Lord Chief Juſtice Hales * 
Or the great Hoi? Theſe all fore-ſaw the 
impending Evil, and lamented the Calamity 
they could not remedy, | 

Sk, How fo, I pray? They were ail Men 
of Power. 

Tru, But not of Power enough for ſuch 
a Task. The whole Fraternity was a- 
gainſt them. Such a Reduction of the Law, 
they Knew would reduce the Number of 
Practitioners, and from ſuch only it is, they 
hope for a good Harveſt; for it is not here, 
as in Mechanical Myſteries, the fewer the O- 
perators, the more beneficial is the Operati- 

i on. 
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on. Here one makes Work for another; 
Experience demonſtrating, that wWhere- ever a 
Lawyer is wanting, Peace is undiſturb'd. 
Even the Catchpole is look*d upon as a Mem- 
ber, and encourag'd, becauſe he brings 

Griſt to the Mill. 
Sk. Why this is mere Scandal, Mr. Scaſon; 

rebuke him. 

Fu. Let us wave that Matter at preſent, 
and, before we have done, I take upon me 
to ſay, I will juſtify my Aſſertion. In the 
mean Time, let me go on to prove my firſt 
Pofition, that none of theſe three glorious 
Stars of the Law, had Power to prevent 
what they were ſenſible, unprevented, would 
be a Nuſance in the Nation. Bacon had laid 
a Scheme for it: And, ſenſible it could not 
be accompliſhed by any thing leſs than Regal 
Authority, he had begun a Propoſal to his 
Royal Maſter, for that noble Purpoſe, How 
it came to be dropp'd, we may eaſily ima- 
gine 3 for the Sacrifice of his Perſon, for 
his Parts, as moſt apprehended, bringing on 
his ſudden Fall, the Project fell with him. I 
have been. very well aſſured, and my Eyes 
have been in ſome Meaſure an Evidence, 
that the good Chief Juſtice Hales had pre- 
pared ſomewhat of the like Nature for the 
View of King Charles II. but whether a 
Court, abſorb'd in Pleaſures and Luxury, 
could not ſpare Time for ſuch a glorious 
K 2 Work; 
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Work; or whether his Death prevented the 
Proſecut ion of that commendable Deſign, I 
cannot take upon me to ſay. As to my 
Lord Chief Juſtice Holt, I believe I am not 
the only Perſon living, that have heard him 
wiſh, and that in open Court, that ſuch a 
Reduction could be enter'd upon, and ac- 
compliſhed, for the Eaſe and Safety of the 
People. „ 
Sk, You tire my Patience, Mr. Truman ? 
How would it be for the Eaſe and Safety of 
the People ? = 
Tru. J have in Part told you before; but, 
if you pleaſe, I will now proceed a little far- 
ther: And, firſt, let me ask you, If the 
Laws were reduced into a narrower Compaſs, 
would they not be more intelligible ? Would 
not that Perſpicuity of the Law, render ſuch 
a vaſt Number of Practitioners needleſs ? 
Would not a leflening the Number of Peo- 
ple to be ſupported by the Perquiſites, as 
they call 'em, of their Office and Calling, 
much adminiſter to the Quiet, both of Coun- 
try Gentlemen and Tradeſmen ? Would 
not OY 
Sk, Hold, I beſeech you : Here are Que- 
ſtions enough of all Conſcience. | 
Tru, More, I fear, than you will eaſily 
anſwer: And yet I will venture to ask ano- 
ther, Would not the Accompliſhment of 
ſuch a Task, diſtinguiſh the Reign it was 
compleated in, equal to an Union of peed 
oms 
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doms without Hearts? or rather more, ſince 
this would inevitably tend to the Union of 
the Hearts of all three Nations? 

Sea, Why, has not his Majeſty made a 
Beginning, in granting out Commiſſions for 
ſettling the Fees of all Courts ? 

Tru. He has, Mr. Seaſon; and none re- 
Joices at it more than IJ. May he proceed 
in the Kingly Enquiry ; and may he prove 
another 7uſtinian, in reducing the Code of 
the Law. And then — 

Sk, What then? I cannot ſee any great 
Good that can be the Iſſue : There will 
remain the ſame Number of Mouths to feed; 
and what will you do next? 
| Tru, When the Law is once within Com- 

paſs, (or perhaps while that is a doing) would 
it not be a Work worthy of a Parliament 
to regulate the Practice? 4 

Sk. Yes, and how often have they attempt- 
ed it, and left it at laſt like the Tinkers 
Kettle? 

Tru. I confeſs there is ſome Reaſon in what 
ou ſay; but perhaps the Task would not 
De altogether ſo difficult, if rightly,entered 
upon, and couragiouſly perſiſted in. 

Sk, Like patching up a Monarchy, to 


throw it into an Anarchy: or cobbling the 


Hierarchy into an Aceldema of Irrelegion. 
Theſe we have ſeen ; - but I believe no wiſe 
Man wiſhes to ſee any more of it, 

K 3 * 
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27. Your Similies are out of all Proportion 
The Thing is ſo eaſy and natural, that 1 
wonder no- body has ever hit upon it. 

Sea. It is new, I confeſs. Pray, Mr, Tru- 
man, make us Maſters oj your No/irum. 

Tru. Suppoſe a Committe of the Lords or 
Commons were appointed with the uſual] 
Powers, to ſend for Perſons, Papers, and 
Records. Suppoſe they ſhould next order 
one flagrant Cauſe, out of every Court, to 
be laid before them, (and, I fear, there is no 
Court but could furniſh them with many.) 
Suppoſe the Attorneys, or Solicitors, of each 
Side, attending with their Bills, and the 

Committee running over every Item, and 
asking proper Queſtions. | 

Se, Well; and they would give 'em pro- 
per Anſwers : And what then ? 

Tru. I will not take upon me to ſay, that 
no Cauſe would bear ſuch a Scrutiny ; but I 
will venture to ſay, that, in many Caules, 
ſuch a Scene of Roguery would be laid open, 
that would unravel the Miſtery, and give *em 
Room enough to prepare a good Bill, that 
might provide againſt all like Dexterities for 

the future. 
Sk. You talk ſtrangely, Truman. How 
ſhould a Committee of Parliament know any 
thing of the Matter ? Are they Lawyers ? 
Or would you chooſe a Committee of Law- 
yers ? 
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Tr. By no means: I don't like filly Pre- 
ſidents ſo well, to make Jurymen of Parties 
concerned: But is it impoſſible. to find an 
honeſt Lawyer, to give his Attendance ? 
and, upon Oath, make a Diſcovery of what 
is right, and what is wrong ? Or grant that 
to be the Caſe, if you pleaſe z I am of O- 
pinion, many, nay moſt of the Gentlemen of 
that Honourable Houſe, are Men of Capa- 
cities not to be eaſily impos'd upon. And I 
have known, in ſome Caſes, a Queſtion has 
been aſk'd, that has been eſteemed ſomewhat 
out of the Way, which has unravelPd a knotty 
Point more than a proper one could have 
done. 

Sk. You may feed yourſelf up with theſe idle 
Chimera's : But tell me, do you ever ex- 
pect that any Committee will give themſelves 
ſo much unprofitable Trouble. 

Tr. Let me anſwet your Queſtion with ano- 
ther, Do you think, amongft five hundred and 
thirteen Gentlemen of Eſtates, and fine Educu- 
tion, there may not be found, a few of that 
Publick Spirit and Honour, as to flight even 
a great deal of Trouble, for the Good of the 
Publick ? The profitable is fo much beneath 
the Conſideration of any true Exgliſʒ Spirit, that 
you ſeem to have forgot yourlelf, in forcing 
ſuch an Objection. Beſides, what Trouble 
would there be in that, more than in any o- 
ther Committee? Perſons, Papers, and Re- 
cords, make part of every Order for Enqui- 
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ry. And having before 'em the Attornies, 
with their Bills, the Examination of the firſt 
Cauſe, would fufficiently qualify them for all 
the reſt. Perhaps render all the reſt eaſy and 
diverting. 8 | 

Sk. But why ſo hard, IT pray, upon your 

Brethren the poor Attornies. 

Tru. I am fatisfy*d, vou wilfully miſtake 
me in the Fact, as well as in the Relative 

Part. But can you think they would not,. 
on ſuch an Examination, be able to make an 
Eſtimate of the Equitableneſs of all Proceed- 
ings, from the very Bailiff to the Judge; that 
is, from the Beginning to the Ending of the 
Cauſe, They would eaſily diſcover how the 

Bailiff plays into the Hands of the Attorney, 
and ſometimes find, perhaps, the ſame At- 
torney playing into the Hands of the Coun- 

- c1]: Far be it from me, to think they reed 

preſs into the Judges Chambers, but if they 
made a little Stop at the Offices of their Clerks, 
perhaps it might not be time thrown away. 

Ff. I begin to think all my Time thrown 
away in this Bibble, Babble. What think 
you, Mr. Seaſon ? | | | 

Sea. 1 profeſs, on the contrary, I am ſo 
pleaſed with the Notion, that I could be 
content to hear more on't. „ 

Sk. You may waſte your Time, if you 
leaſe; I have other Fiſh to fry; tho' per- 
aps, I may rejoin you, before his Fit is o- 

ver; and 1 fancy hell talk himſelf ſo wth 

chat 
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that a Bottle will be welcome to him. 
Adieu, Gentlemen. 

Tru. Why would you let him go? I know, 
you have an Influence upon him; and J had 
but juſt begun to roaſt him. 

Sea. By his haſte, I am apt to think, he 
fancy'd as much. But pray, Mr. Truman, 
favour me fo far, to proceed, and if in your 
Road you ſhould chance to roaſt me, I give you 
my Word, you ſhall raiſe no ill Blood in me. 

Tru. And ] give you my Word, Sir, that! 
look upon that Promiſe, to proceed from 
your good Nature, as well as Innocence. Per- 
ſons, out of the Queſtion, . never need appre- 
hend any Danger. As for Skinall, he looks 
upon me ſtill, as a Bird of his own Feather 
and by ſome Queſtions, he at firſt ask*d me, 
I imagine, he knows nothing of my having 
declin'd Practice. But you know very well, 
on the Death of my elder Brother, and that 
little Eſtate coming to me, I threw all up 
{ was Bred up to, though not wholly upon 
that Conſideration ; for, 1 aſſure you, had I 
been neceſſitated to practice, I ſhould have 
made but a poor Proficient. Bread would 
have been the moſt ſplendid Part of my For- 
tune. FO 

Sea, And yet I have heard your Maſter 
iay, he never had a better Clerk, both as to 
Induſtry and Skill. | = 

Tru, I have Reaſon to think myſelf his 
Favourite, He made me large Offers, and 
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was not well pleas'd that I refus'd' em. Bur, 
I had obſerv'd, ſo many out of the way 
Things, even in his Practice, who was a ve— 
ry honeſt Man in his way, that I often 
thought of a Saying of honeſt Judge Hales, 
that it was next to an Impoſſibility for an At- 
torney to be an honeſt Man. While I acted 
under him, all I did was Duty. Had I been 
to act for myſelf, many Things I did for 


him, would never have been done by me. / 


Sea, But pray proceed, and imagine me 
Sxinall. 

Tru. Your Diſintereſtedneſs, will hardly 
qualify you for an Objector. Where there 


is not a little Spleen to keep up the Spirits, 


the Argument will be flat. Fires will ne— 
ver be long kept alive, without proper Fuel. 

Sea, Prepare yourſelf then, for all the 
Keenneſs of an intereſted Party: I am reſolv'd 
to fetch Fire out of your Stee], if Strokes will 
do it: And, to begin where you left off, 
Suppoſe the Committee to have gone through 
an Examination of one Caule, in which they 
had tound out many Mal-practices, deſerv- 
ing ſevere Puniſhments : What then? 

Tru. I never was a Lover of poſt facto 
Acts, and therefore corporal Puniſhments, 
however merited, ſhould not be there in- 
flicted. The publick Votes of the Houle, 
upon the Report, would be Infamy enough 
to them 3 and they, who would not be in- 
form'd by ſuch Votes, might, at their Peril, 

| | employ 
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N employ 'em for the future. But, I have 
'Þ quite another Opinion of the Uſe the Com- 
. mittee, or rather the Parliament, would make 
of ſuch Informations, as ſuch an Enquiry 
would let *em into. The Practices, which 
ſhould call for ſuch Cenſures, would be provi- 
ded for by their utmoſt Indignation in futurity. 
Sea. If I remember right, a late Act of 
Parliament lays ſevere Penalties upon the 
Misbehaviours of my Brethren the Lawyers. 
(You ſee I am reſolv'd to carry on the Farce, 
tor Arguments fake) Pray, did you ever heat 

of any one who was made a Preſident. 
Vu. No enſnaring Queſtions, good Mr. 
Attorney. I profeſs you begin well; and 
Wire-draw to a Miracle; but if I never 
heard of any, it will not follow, but there 
may be many. Neither will it follow, that 
it former Acts of Parliament have been e- 
juded, another may not be drawn up, that 
may defy Elution. Proper Penalties, upon 
proper Parties, may do much. Diſqualifica- 
tions, Loſs of Place, or Loſs of Honour, 
will be apt to have more Influence than the 
ſordid Inſinuations of petty Lucre, or Mam- 
non; and the Laws, being no longer liable 
to Miſconſtruction, Penalties will appear fo 
plain, that to play with them, will be like 
playing with Wild-Fire. I will hope too the 
{ame Caution and Prudence in the Legiſſa- 
ture, will take take care to put it out of the 
Power of either Lawyer or Attorney, to 
tell 
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tell his Client, he never will be concern'd in 
Penal Acts. If he will not do his Duty one 
way, tis my Opinion, he ought to be de- 
barr'd doing it another. A Quietus, under 
an Act of Parliament, will ſoon let him into 
the Value of it, and demonſtrate they are not 
made, like Tennis Balls, for ſporting. 

Sea. I find you would be a perfect Cato, 
in Principle and Practice: But pray tell 
me how would you go about this Regulation 
in Queſtion? 

Tru. I would firſt begin at the Catchpole, 
Marſhal's- Court Officer, or Bailiff, or the 
like, by whatſoever ſcandalous Name or Title 
undignify'd, tho? ſufficiently diſtinguiſh'd. 
And, Firſt, to prevent the longer Oppreſſion 
of the Subject by their vile Exactions and 
Impoſitions, I could wiſh that the good old 
Uſage, by Way of Summons, might be again 
reſtor'd ; which, if 1 miftake not, Judge 
Fenkins, in a little Treatiſe that I once had a 
Sight of, mightily laments in his Time the 
Diſufe of. Let the Penalties on Non-Appear- 
ance be as large as they pleaſe, ſo it takes 
off the Fury of the Savage, and leaves inno- 
cent Tradeſmen free of their exorbitant De- 
mands for Arreſts, and Civility Money, and 
does not neceſſitate the Unhappy to ſpend 
more Money in a vile Spunging Houle, than 


would pay the original Debt; which often is 
the Caſe | 


Seas 
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F-4. 1 like all this wonderful well; and I 
cannot think that Skinall, or any one, could 
make any Objection to any Part of it. 

Tru, Oh! you are miſtaken 1n Mankind : 
The Intereſts of Gatchpole and Attorney are 
often ſo interwove, that they Knap one ano- 
ther, like two Horſes in a full Paſture. 

Sea. And don't they, like thoſe Horſes, 
knap one another till they fall out? 

Tru. O-Yes : and then they are both calPd 
Rogues, and the worſt Word in the Mouth 
is too good for either, till a new Occaſion, 
and then Herod and Pilate never were greater. 
But I go on : This Way of proceeding would 
put an End to their brutiſh Inſults upon thoſe, 
who are ſo miſerable to fall into their Clutches, 
whom now they uſe juſt as they themſelves 
deſerve to be us'd ; and ought to be us'd by 
Men of Spirit and Honour, 

Sea. But how would you, then, diſpoſe 
of all this Traſh and Lumber of the Nation? 

Tru. A neceſſary Conſideration; for nei- 
ther Army nor Fleet will receive them, 
Have we not new Plantations: Or, if they 
are ſo nice to refuſe *em, as I have heard 
they wiſely have done at Georgia; where is it 
you tranſport all your Felons and Pick-pock- 
ets? Perhaps they will make no Objection, 

Sea. But what would you do for the She- 

riffs, who make Money of their Places? 
Tru. What would 1 do? as was done in 
former Times, before Lalitass and Capias's 


were 
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were ſo much in Faſhion. But ſure the very 
Name of Sheriff is ſufficient to anſwer the 
Queſtion. A Sheriff is a Poſt of Dignity and 
Power: No little Fellow, or Perſon of in- 
conſiderable Quality, can be ſuppos'd to be 
nominated; ſince, in the Counties, the Judges 
return three, out of which the King chooſes 
one: In the City of London and County of 
Middleſex, two are elected by the Livery- 
Men. Can it be ſuppos'd, in Reaſon, that 
Men- of that Repute, and fo choſe, would, 
for any ſelfiſh, or private Ends, ever oppoſe 
any thing for the publick Good? The City 
of London has given many recent Inſtances to 
the contrary : And, I dare aver, in this Re- 
ſpe&, their Example would be univerſal. But 
nothing of this Nature can be propos'd to be 
effectual, but in Parliament. . 
Sea. I will not pretend to ſay, as Svinal! 
ſeem'd to inſinuate, that your Cauſe is deſpe- 
rate on ſuch a Dependance: On the contrary, 
I am apt to hope, that, if the Parliament 
was made thoroughly ſenſible of the Neceſ- 
ſity or Convenience of ſuch a Regulation, 
they would heartily enter into it; tho', I am 
ſatis:y*d, it would meet with a great deal of 
Oppoſition. 5 | | 
Tru. From what Quarter, I wonder! You 
cannot image that the Catchpoles have any 
Intereſt or intuence ? 


Sea. 
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Sea. You forget, Truman, what you inti- 
mated juſt now, that the Intereſt of the Bailiff 
and Attorney are often interwove. — 

Tru. Right: And, therefore, before I give 


you a categorical Anſwer, I will go on to the 


Attorney; and couple them at laſt, as they 
do Maſtives in the Bear-Garden. I will be- 
gin with the Cub, juſt out of his Clerkſhip, 
who, to get him a Name, fiſhes for Clients, 
as ingenious Anglers for Gudgeons, in troub- 


led Waters: And, to be ſure, the little Gen- 


tleman will make his early Efforts, with all 
the little Tricks and Quirks the Practice of 
his Maſter has furniſh'd him. If he meets 
with a Client, Maſter of a little Civility or 
Humanity, he is himſelf complaiſant, and 
complies with him to write a Letter; for 
which, tho' but of the Length of two Lines, 
he is ſure to charge three Shillings and four 
Pence; which as aſſuredly mult be paid, or 
worſe follows. But if he meets with one that 
is as little a Lover of Ceremony as himſelf, 
he takes care to ſettle his Intereſt with a good 
Serjeant or Catchpole, that will be ſtanch, 
and have no Mercy, but carry him directly 
to Jail; or his own Houſe, which is worlſe--- 

Sea. Hold, Truman, I muſt ſtop you in 
your Carrier. Is there not an Act of Parlia- 
ment, that has impos'd a Penalty on all ſuch 
Offenders ? 


| Tru. Very true: But, for all that, ſuch Of- 


| fenders are as common, as the Calamities. 


What 
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What do you talk of Acts of Parliament to 
ſuch People] Tho? they are oblig'd to carry 
a Clauſe of one in their Pockets, their Intereſt 
obliges them to make no other Uſe of it, but 
to ſhew. it; unleſs it be to ſhew their Diſ- 
regard to it in all their future Actions — 


Sea. But the Penalty, as I remember, is 


ſo large, that, methinks, that ſhould deter *em. 

Tru. But, methinks, you are in the wrong 
to think any ſuch Thing; for that faves 'em. 
The great Men of the Profeſſion think, out 
of a Tenderneſs and Fellow-feeling, that it 


would be too ſevere to puniſh any Man for a 
ſmall Roguery, as they. interpret it; and 


therefore they refuſe to be concern'd : And 
the little ones are ſo afraid, that it will en- 
danger their Reputation with thoſe Hatchers 
of Clients, that they tremble at the very 


Thought of it: or, if any have been drawn 


in, as they call it, to proſecute, it is only to 
get out of the Pockets of their Client, the 
Proſecutor, fo much as to diſable him for 
beginning again; for, on ſome Threats from 
the Catchpole, I have known *em throw up 
the Cauſe the very Day of Hearing. | 
Sea. But is there no Remedy for ſuch Ro- 


gueries? 


Tru. Not as yet: But let me go on. When 
the Defendant is lodg'd, or, as they call it, 
in ſalva Cuſtodia (which, bad as it is, is al- 


moſt the only good Latin they have in their 


Budgets) the unfortunate Perſon is 
| Y 
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by the good-natur'd Hoſt (as his own better 
Nature is miſled to efteem him) to fend 
for the Attorney of the Plaintiff ; there is 
Three and four Pence for that, and, per- 
haps, a Sneaker of Punch; if likely to make 
an End, two. But before an End is made, 
there ſhall be ſure to be three or four more 
like Attendances; which, with the Expences 
of the Place, never inconſiderable, and, laſt 
of all, Civility-Money, the Debt muſt be 
pretty conſiderable, to exceed the Charges: 
And if made up by pay ing Half down, and a 
Note, or Security, for the reſt, if his paſt 
Sufferings do not render him very careful, 
the ſame Lobs-pound over again is ſure to be 
his Fortune. 

Sea. But what if they are ſo ſtrait lac'd as 
not to make it up with the Defendant, on 
any Terms? Do not ſuch Caſes ſometimes 
happen ? 

Tru. O, frequently; and the Jail is the 
Conſequence. But that ſeldom is his Lot, 
till he is truly qualify'd for it, by having 
ſpent all the Money he can rap and rend in 
the Catchpole's Caſtle ; and he will then be 
ſure to ſend him away in his own Defence: 
For they, as well as their elder Brethren, are 
no Lovers of pauper Clients. I know an 
Attorney of very great Fame, and in the 
City, who had taken of his Client upwards 
of two hundred Pounds, and, at laſt, let him 
drop, for Want of advancing forty Shillings, 
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But there is one Piece of Roguery, which, 
I think, I ſhall be forc'd to acquit their 
Maſters the Attorneys of; and that is what 


they call, ſearching the Office, to ſee if any 
other Action is enter'd againſt the Defendant, 


before he be diſcharg'd. Under this Pretence, | 


T have heard of a diligent Divel, that, inſtead 


of the Office, has ſearch'd among all che 
poor Man's Acquaintance, to ſee it he can 


hound any other on; and his Diligence was 
attended with ſuch Succeſs, that, by firſt per- 
ſuading one, and then another, he kept him 


ten Days in Play, and, atlaſt, forc'd him to 


come down, in Civility Money, equal to the 
firſt Debt. | 

Sea. But you have acquitted the Attor- 
ney, of this Piece of Villany. 

Tru. Yes, Yes: there is no need of load- 
ing them with what is not all their ow]n. And 
we now are come to-that Part of the Pro- 
ceedings in Law, which I ſhould think moſt 
nobly would demand the Enquiry of a Com- 
mittee. Little Roguries are now of ſmal! 
Account : they would here find enough to 


put all ſuch quite out of Countenance, 


Term Fees, Rules for better Bail, Coppies, 
and Service, over and over repeated, and a 
hundred other like Articles, only tending to 


delay, and enhaunce the Charge, together 


with Affidavits, Copies and Service, Decla- 
rations, and a Multitude of other Articles, 


ſome of em inconſiſtent with the other, 
| make 
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make up every Attornies Bill; and can any 
Man make me believe, that it is not in the 
Power of reaſonable Men, to find out a 
ſhorter Way to Right, or nake it eaſter to 
arrive at, by cutting off teri thouſand need- 
leſs. and ſuperfluous Charges? 

Sea. I need not tell you that every Client 
has it in his Power to tax his Lawyer's 
Bill. | | 

Tru. But if it is needleſs to tell you, it is 
neceſſary to tell others, the Fallacy of that 
Relief. If the Bill is ſmall, o' never fo 
roundly charg'd, it is like cracking a Nut 
without a Kernel. No Man yet ever found 
the Play would pay the Candle. This gives 
petty Raſcals a Sanction, tho? againſt Autho- 
rity. And even in a large Bill, the Charge is ſo 
great, and often made greater, by Delays, and 
Attendancies, that wiſe Men, not ſeldom 
chooſe to fit down by the firſt Loſs rather than 
run the Riſque of a fecond : For he muſt be 


ſenſible that Brothers of the Quill love to 


claw, rather than ſcratch one another, They 
take care to have their Nails par'd when 
they go about that Work. | 
Sea. It is well for you, Trumau, that 
Skinal was not here, you would have quite 
diveſted him of Patience. | 
Tru. On the contrary I am ſorry for his 
Abſence: the anſwering his Objections , 


would perhaps have let us into new Scenes of 


Practice 
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Practice, and conſequently have enlarg'd tie 1 


Field of Action. 


Sea. Well, if you have no more to ſay wÞÞ 
the Attorney: What ſay you to the Bariſter, 

Tru. That many of em are very worthy | 
| Gentlemen, and ſome of 'em very honeſt, 
They do not all take Fees, on both ſides; | 
nor do they all elope the Cauſe of their CI. 
Ents. I know a few that exert themſelves Þ# 
In a pauper Cauſe, as much as moſt would do 
for a round Fee, and I believe are ten times 
more joyful when victorious. This brings to | 
my Mind a Paſſage between the Silver-tongu'd Þ 
Finch and Ward, who was then Attorney 
General. They had been Oppoſites in a Þ 
Cauſe at the Bar of the Houſe of Lords, and 


Finch had us'd his Opponent with a little 


more than ordinary Spirit; when they with- Þ 


drew into the little Room, leaving the Lords 


under Debate, Ward complain'd to Finch of P 
his Zeal, ſaying, He pleaded as if he was a Þ 


Party. No, reply'd he, I pleaded heartily, 
becauſe it was an honeſt Cauſe. I. am ſorry 
you cannot ſay ſo much of yours, becaule 
then more might have been ſaid for what you 
did fay, If every Council would take the 
fame Care, and behave himſelf with the ſame 
Integrity, do you think it would not diſarm 
that common Sarcaſm, that they pleaded for 
their Pay? nM 

Sea. That is a vulgar Piece of Satire: How 
ſhould: they know what the Cauſe is, till 

| heard? 
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heard? Do not the Attornies, or Sollicitors, 


provide them with Briefs ſuitable to their ſe- 


veral Intereſts ? £ : 
Tru. As you ſaid juſt now, It is well Stall 


is not here to hear you. But yet in their 


Practice there are two Things, in which, in 
my Opinion, they are very much wanting to 


their Character; and, I am confident, you 
EZ will agree with me. 


Sea. What are thoſe, I beſeech you ? 
Try. The firſt is, that, to ſhew the Bright- 


4 neſs of their Parts, few of them even vouch- 


ſafe to look upon their Briefs, till the Cauſe 
is call'd : and ſome of them look upon it as 
an Affront, to be ask*d to peruſe em before. 
Now I cannot but think it very hard, that a 
Client's All, perhaps, ſhould depend upon 
any Man's Self-Capaciouſneſs. In ſome Caſes 
there are Intricacies which require ſedate 
Conſideration: In all Caſes, there is ſome- 
what worthy of ſome proviſional Preparation 
for as the Quirks of Attornies (which have 
obtain'd ſo much as to be call'd Quirks in 
Law) are notorious, an honeſt Mind would 


be prepar*'d to ward againſt em, which can- 


not well be done without well conning over 
the Brief, 


Sea, In that 1 entirely agree with you, 
What is the other? 


Tru. Their too frequent Abuſe of good 


Language in their Pleadings. A Man with 


a natural Wig, in which he takes more Pains 
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to diſguiſe himſelf, than a Highwayman, in | . 
r: 


an artificial one may indulge himſelf in thof 
Forenſial Liberties ; but every Thing of a 
Gentleman would conſider, that, tho? the 
Court may not care to expoſe him by a Re- 
buke, his every Outrage rebukes the Court 
for their Indulgence. Befides, what can be 
more ridiculous among Men of Senſe, than, 
while they are engag'd in another May's 
Cauſe, they ſhould ſuffer their perſonal Re- 
flections to ridicule their own Arguments, | 


. confeſs, a {mart Repartee upon a fallacious 
Way of Reaſoning, or a handſome Retort of 


a Miſ- application; or when Words arc 
ſtretch'd beyond their Meaning to wreſt the 
Senſe of the Court the wrong Way, to rectify 
the intended Abuſe, in a modeſt Way, be. 
coming a Gentleman, in my Opinion, is not 
only allowable, but commendable. It keeps 
the Court from ſleeping, and puts the Coun- 
cil, on both Sides, upon minding what they 
are upon; in which Caſe, the Client is not 
like to fare the worſe on either Side. But 
Noiſe and Scurrility are ſo very ſhocking, 
that it is not to be borne from any, but {ſuch 


as are willing to plead they cannot help it. 
And tho? the Practiſers aim, in their Ule of 


*em, to recommend themſelves to others for 
thoſe falſe Perfections, where it once hits, it 
twenty times miſſes 3 and few Courts, beſides 
thoſe of I hitechapel and the Marjhalſea, but 
will ĩmagine it more redounding to their Ho- 
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In FT nour, as well as Quiet, to ſtifle, than encou- 
rage them. 


Sea. I agree with you, in the main, here too. 

u. And why, in the main? Why not in 
the whole? What can you object? 

Sea. That it is not fo in all Courts. 

Tru. ] grant you, in ſome Courts it is more 
ſo than in others: But there are ſome, in all 


Courts, that by an unmannerly Freedom de- 


preciate their Dignity. 

$:a, Take care you don't make it the Fault 
of the Judges. 

Tr. Let the Judges take care they make 


it not ſo: It is their Buſineſs, not mine. I 


only deſire a Decorum may be paid, where 
Perſons of their Gravity ſit to do Juſtice. 
Even a Pons, a Bury, or any other 
Judge ought to exact Reſpect, in that Place, 
both from Client and Council. I remember 
a Knight Baronet in Lincolnſhire once ſtruck a 
Judge upon the Bench, and was immediate] 

committed for it: Nor would Judge Holt 
(who was the other Judge) conſent to his Li- 
berty, till he had, in open Court, ask'd Par- 
don of the Judge affronted, tho' the Grand- 
jury, and the beſt of the Gentlemen of the 
County, interceded for him under an Affida- 
vit of Lunacy: For he rightly aſſerted, that 
the King, in the Commiſſion, receiv'd the 
1 But he has been dead a great many 

cars. 
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Sea. Since you are upon the Judges, what 


have you to ſay to them. 

Tru. I wiſh them Health, Happineſs, 
and Honour, which 1s the Eſtabliſhment of 
the other two. And if you have any Thing 
more to wiſh, 1 leave it to the Affluence of 
your Ingenuity : Unleſs they and you wil 
give me Leave to wiſh, that they would 
heartily fall in with what Bacon, Hales, and 
Holt wiſh'd, a Reduction of the Laws; and, 
like Men of true Probity and Character, 
recommend it to the Care of the King, as 
the greateſt Glory that can poſſibly attend 
his Reign. And, on this Conſideration, what 
Miniſtry that had any hearty Good-will for 
their Sovereign, ſeparate from their own pri- 


vate Views, would be wanting to lend a help- 


ing Hand? 7 
Sea, Bur, ſee, who comes here ? 

Sk. So, Gentlemen; you are at it ſtil]: 
What! have you not ſettled this doughty 
Point yet? Sure enough, Truman has made 
a thorough Convert of you, Mr. Seaſon. 

Sea. That he might eaſily do, having not 
proper Arms to defend myſelf. But now you 
are come to inliſt me your Second, I fear him 
not. : 7 
Tru. Skinall would have you to know, he 
needs no Second. Beſides, *twere againft the 
Law of Arms to deſire a Second, without al 


lowing one. 
S. 
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Sk. For my Part, I always had an Aver- 
ſion to dry Controverſy. If you will go take 


a Bottle, I am ready to enter the Lifts, and 


ſet at Defiance Truman, and all his Partiſans, 
in Deſence of the preſent Practice of all, or 
any of, our Courts. | 

Tru. Nothing would engage me ſooner, 
than ſuch a bold Challenge; and to ſhew it, 
Mr. Seaſon, I here exchange Gloves, 

Sk. Allons, Meſſicur.— A clear Stage, 
and no Favour. | 

Sea. You choſe me Umpire at firſt : Take 


notice I attend in the ſame Station; and, as 


Virgil ſays, He that bears the Beli, ſhall hade 
the Beechen Cup and Oaten Reed. | 


End of the Firſt DiatoGve, 
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E LL, Gentlemen, how do 
vou like your Wine? 
Sk. Excellent good, | 
WW think it is. 
Sz Tr, I am of the ſame O. 
pinion. . 
Sea. That's well. May you agree in your 
Sentiments of the Law as in this. 


Fir. Our Sentiments of the Law we ſhall not 


much differ in: But that is not the Thing in 
Diſpute; the Practice of the Courts is what 


| we are now to enter upon. What Court do 


you chuſe firſt, Skinall * | 
Stk. Kings-Bench or Common-Pleas, I am ot 


both. | 


Tyr. We ſhall ſtumble, I fear, at ſetting 


out: For I object againſt any Man's being 


enter*d of two different Courts. My Reaſon 
is this, Their Practice is ſo different, that if 


he be a Man of large Buſineſs, he may chance 


to confound one with the other, to the Detri- 
ment of his Client, and, like an Apothecary's 
Prentice, thro* Ignorance or Careleſneſs, 
adminiſter Poiſon inſtead of Medicine. 


* 
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Sk. What a fine Objection you have made? 
Would you puniſh a Majority for the Blun- 


ders of one Particular? 


Ty, I would ward againſt the Blunders of 
any, in Caſes of ſuch great Concern as Men's 
Properties. | 

Sk. That we may go on, I wa-e one of em. 
Will that pleaſe. you ? Begin with the Court 
of King's-Bench. : 

Tr. To begin regularly, ll imagine you 
vaſtly civil to your own Intereſt, and that you 
have wrote a Letter to the Party you are im- 
ploy'd to ſue 3 for which you charge three 
Shillings and four- pence. 

Sk. Civility is worth nothing with you 
ſure, if you ſcruple ſo ſmall a Tax. 

Tr. A Tax that never was allow'd till of 
late, is an Impoſition z which our Endea- 
vours are to prevent. 

Sk, Come, we'll leave that to the Deciſion 
of the Maſter. Go on to the Latitat. 

Tr. Not ſo faſt, Skinall, Look over your 


Bill, and you'll find many Charges preceding, 


viz. taking Inſtructions (tho? deliver'd into your 
Hands) and peruſing many Papers of the Caſe, 
Note, c. tho* very often the whole Detail 
amounts to no more than the Note or Bond 
you ſue upon; to which it is forty to one, 
but you muſt add a Charge of more Letters, 
and calling on the Defendant for Anſwer, 
Sc. But theſe are the Buckram, Canvas and 


Stay-tape of your Trade, 


L 2 Sk. 
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Sk. Would you have Men waſte Time and 
Pains for nothing ? 

Tr. Have a little Patience. Then comes 
the Latitat, and Copy and Service in an ag- 
gregate Sum, and the Term- Fee, like a pru- 
dent General, brings up the Rear ? 

Sk, Well, and what have you to fay againſt 
all this? | 

Tr, Only this; That by the original good 
old Way of Summons (as Judge Fenkius has 
manifeſted) about forty Shillings Expence 
would be ſav'd to the poor Defendant, who, 
perhaps, by his preſent Neceſſities is oblig'd 
to defend himſelf, where he had rather dif- 
charge: But this, by the Way, is taking Mat- 
ters in the faireſt Light: For if it ſo happens, 
that the Defendant falls into the Hands of a 
Cub, the Charge is enlarg'd ; the Catch- pole 
joins in the Pillage, and in Attendancies and 
Expences, if the Debt is not very large, it is 
exceeded by their Bills of Fare, at the Bailiffs, 
or a Spunging- Houſe, which 1s often one and 
the fame. All which would be prevented 
In the old Way, 

Sf. Pſhaw, Pſhaw. The old Way was a 
fooliſh Way. Our Fore-tathers knew nothing 
of the Matter. Zo. | 5 

Tr. Our Fore-fathers, Skinall, ſtudy'd more 
to preſerve than oppreſs. If their Poſterity 
would take a little Paihs to enquire into Mat- 
ters, they would find Reaſon to be — 

| that 
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chat they had caſt ſuch laudable Patterns be- 


hind their Backs. ; 
Sk. If my Head does not ake till you ob- 


tain your Remedy, I ſhall have no Reaſon to 


complain.. Proceed. 

Tr. I muſt next obſerve, that every Term 
produces a new Charge, tho' for the fame 
Thing over again. Taking Inſtructions, 
drawing Declarations. ſpecial State of the 
_ Caſe, peruſing, engroffing, filing, Duty and 


Warrant of Attorney, together with the 
Gentleman in Arrear, Term-Fee, make up 
about three Pounds more, in order to lye o- 


ver till next Recruit of as much more. | 
Sk; And how, in your vaſt Wiſdom, would 
you avoid all this ! 
Tr. My little Wiſdom, if you pleaſe, tells 


me, that this might, in a great Meaſure, be 


avoided, by finding out a more expeditious 
Road to Trial; and not allow Cauſes to lic 
like Neſt Eggs to breed more. 

SK. Expedition? a pretty Expedient ? 
What, I warrant you would have Forms and 
Decorums laid a fade: and do as the Dem- 
ſters in the Iſle of Man, bring a Cauſe on to 
Hearing, and determine it the next Day? 

Tr. And where would be the Harm to the 
Nation, if we were under that happy State ? 
The Harpies would not hover over our Houſes 


as they do ; and honeſt People might eat their 


Bread in more Quiet, 


L 3 Sk, 
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Sk, Speak to him, Mr. Seaſon, the Man's 


beſide himſelf. | 

Sea. Shall I ſay to him, as Feftus did to 
Paul? Too much Learning has made him 
mad. 

Tru. Do; and PII return you Paul's An- 


ſwer, What a monſtrous Thing is it, that, 


in this Age, a Man can no ſooner ſet himſelf 
towards the Redreſs of Evils and Grievances, 
but he is ſure to be repreſented as a Lunatick, 
and a Commiſſion is voted againſt him ? Bur 
generous Minds will ever deſpiſe ſuch low 
Artifices. Reaſon, and Good Senſe, are not 
to be bugbear'd with Bullying, or Slander. 
Sk. Come, Fl! raiſe your Gaul no more: 

Will you proceed? or have you done? 

Tra, The poor and mean Arrtifices of moſt 
Attornies, of tricking and taking Advantages, 

Sk. Why, ſure all Advantages againſt an 
Enemy, are Jawful ? 

74. It is true, I take the State of the Law 


to be a true State of War, where Stratagems - 


may evince the General, equally with Prow- 
eſs. But where thoſe little Tricks and Ad- 
vantages are only taken to prolate the Cauſe, 
and enlarge the Expence both of Plaintiff and 
Defendant, in my Opinion, the ſooner they 
are caſtrated, the better; eſpecially when 
taken in Favour of Wrong, to the Oppreſſion 
of Right. 
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Sk. If wrong taken, the Injur'd will hav 


his Redreſs in Damages. 
Tru. And how much will that amount to, 
Skinall? Twelve-Pence in the Pound? Juſt 


| like the poor Widow, who, for calling a real 


Rogue of a Lawyer, a hard Name, had T wo- 
Pence Damages given againſt her, which car- 


ry'd Coſts, that qblig'd her to ſell her Bed 
from under her. But we are not arriv'd at 
that Point yet— After three or four Terms 


are ſpent, every one attended with many 
other Charges as impertinent as Term Fees, 
we come to ſeem to be ſomewhat in earneſt ; 
and now we find the Charge of Rule to plead, 
calling for the Plea, drawing Iſſue, and Copy, 


entering on the Roll, Notice of Trial, and 


Service, and ſome pretended Fingle- Fangle 


or another for a Countermand, and the old 


veteran Term-Fee, making together, if mo- 
deſtly charg'd, about three Pounds more, for 
the Advantage of lying over for the ſubſe- 


quent Term tor a Charge de novo of the ſame 


over again. | 

Se. Why you are a ſtrange unreaſonable 
Man, Truman Would you have People 
work for nothing ? 

77. By no Means, Mr. Skinall : But J 
would have it ſo order'd, that they ſhould 
not work their Clients out of their Breeches, 
to make them embroider'd Waiſtcoats. No- 
dice of Trial was given laſt Term; but on 2 
pretended Countermand, becauſe the Attor- 
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ney was not ready, it is now to be given 
again, attended with drawing Caſes for Coun. 
eil, and their Opinion thereupon, drawing 
Declaration, Council to peruſe it, and At- 
tendances upon it, ingroſſing, continuing, and 
filing Warrant of Attorney, Notice of De- 
claration left in the Office, and, finally, be- 
loved Term- Fee, in all amounting to between 
four and five Pounds more; and yet oblig'd 
to lie over to the Term following. 
St. Well, and all this may be reaſonable 
enough. | 
Tru. That we are not come to diſpute yet, 
Ler us go on with our Charges. And, firſt, 
there is for Rule to plead, calling for Plea, 
attending on Judge and on Plaintiff for treſh 
inſtructions, Bill of Coſts for Defendant and 
Atrendances thereon, drawing Iſſue, ingroſ- 
ſing and entering, Notice of Trial, Copy 
and Service, Brief for Trial and Copy, Co- 
pies for Council, Attendances and Term- Fee 
again; amounting to (over and above Coun- 
cils Fees) five Pounds ten Shillings. 
Sk. Still this may be all very reaſonable. 
Tru. For that I know we ſhall in courſe 
be reſerr'd to the Maſter. But, in the mean 
Time, give me Leave to appeal to the ſen- 
ſible Part of Mank ird, Whether a lets charge- 
able, and nearer Way to Right, may not 


very eaſily be come at, by the Interpoſition 
of our Superiors; for we ire not yet half 


Seas over. Now comes Initrogtions over a— 
| gain, 


mp, na . 1R&O 


3 — 


a r ar rr 


LAW VISIONS. 225 


gain, Writ of Capias and Service, Search for 
Appearance, attending again for Inſtructions, 
drawing Declaration and Copy, Council 
peruſing the ſame, attending him thereon, 
Warrant of Attorney, Porters, and Term- 
Fee again; amounting in all to four Pounds 
five Shillings. 5 

Sk. What paltry Lawyer's Hands are you 
got into? You charge many Things twice 
over.” : 

Tru. So, I am apt to think, many beſide 
him do. But, I aſſure you, I quote from a 
topping Lawyer, and give you his identical 
liems. But tho? you ſeem to have enough, 
I muſt give you much more; and yet not 
come to Trial in a Term or two. 

Sea. Bleſs me ! how many Terms would 
you have before Trial ? 

Tru. That is not in my Power, Mr. Sea- 
ſon, either to reſolve on, or name: You mult 
ask my Attorney; and he, perhaps, if he 
dare tel] you the whole Truth, would fay, 
That's as he, and the Attorney of the De- 
tendant, can agree upon the Matter, How- 
ever, to end that Diſpute, we'll ſuppoſe the 
two Champions have agreed between them- 
ſelves, that they have pretty well plunder'd 
the Pockets of their Clients, and therefore 
think proper to come to a cloſer Engagement 
(tor you will find all before was but ſkir- 
miſhing) . 
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. Sk, One would think thou waſt bred under 

ſome Wapping Attorney, Truman. 5 

Tru. Or that ſome Wapping Attorney was 
for the Defendant: Put it that Way, if you 
will; and only allow that they can ſhew no 
Feats of Dexterity, but what an Attorney of 
the King's Bench will readily embrace, and 
that will do my Buſineſs; becauſe you know 
then you may legally (and, in prima facie, 
honeſtly) plead /e defendendb. 

Sk. Would you have me leave my Client 
open to the Attacks of his Enemy ? 

Tru. O, by no means! that were abomi- 
nable of all Abominables, eſpecially as it is 
likely to conduce fo much to your own Emo- 
lument. And that, you know, Skizall, is a 


Conſideration of no little Weight, both in 


Law and Goſpel. 
Sk. How hard a Caſe is the Attornies ! If 

he defends his Client, he muſt be blam'd; 
and if he does not, he 1s condemn'd without 
arraigning. | | 

Tru. Rather, how hard is the Caſe of the 

poor Client? If he gets his Cauſe, he loſes ; 
and if he loſes it, he is loſt himſelf. But the 
main Point is ſecur'd, however; for the Law- 
yer 1s ſure to get, let the Client get or loſe. 


Sk. Go on to your Trial, and, if you will ; 


or drink your Wine, and let's be gone. 
Tru. Don't be uneaſy, Skinall : You know 


what you promis'd Mr. Seaſon; That you 


would keep your Temper. as 


— , 7 
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St. Temper! how can any Man keep his 
Temper, and ſee a Bird bewray his own 
Neſt? I am aſham'd on't. | 

Sea. You miſtake your Point, Mr. Skn- 
all; your Eyes are troubled cauſeleſly, and. 
therefore, inoffenſively offended. 


FE. How ſo? I am ſure he was bred to 


the Law. | 
Tru. That he might be; and, like many 


others of his Brethren, no Lawyer neither. 


Take the Caſe right, and you will find it. 


thus: He ſaw ſo much of the Law (don't 
skoul, Skinall ) during his Clerkſhip, that it 
gave him a Surfeit, which the whole College 


is not able to cure him of. 
Sk. Meer Whimſies all. You might have 


| "liv d as well as any Man, and ha' got as 


much Money. I am ſure I have heard your 
Maſter ſay, you was the prettieſt Clerk he 
ever had. 
Tru. I am oblig'd to him for his good 
Opinion: But ſhall] we go on? | 
Sk. Go on! for what? Do you think I'II 


waſte my Time to talk with a Man that 


profeſſes himſelf no Lawyer? It is caſting 
Pearls betore Swine. 

Tru. Honour that pretty Clerk you ſpoke 
of, with a little more of your Patience and 
Converſation. Who knows but you may re- 
form him ? 

Sk. T'd as ſoon undertake a Jew or a Qua- 
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Sea. Try him a little, Skinall : Methinks, 
{ read Converſion in his Countenance. | 

Sk, When a fat Benefice won't make him 
conform | 

Sea. Try him with a Biſhoprick— That 
never miſcarry'd with the moſt harden'd, or 
the moſt rigidly ſcrupulous. | 

Sk, Shall I hear our Myſteries expog'd ? 
and our Juſtice arraign'd as injurious ? 

Tru, Neither, upon my Word ; if you'll 
but grant me one modeſt Requeſt —— 

Sk, Pray, give us a Teſt of that Modeſty, 

Tru. Grant me but that the Law may be 


mended, the Proceedings ſhorten'd, and the 


Expences leſſen'd; and | 

S. A fine Teſt of your Modeſty | Hers 
are three Requeſts in one; and, 1 ſuppoſe, 
had I let you have gone on, it would have 
not ended in Halt a Dozen more, 

Tru. They are all but one and the ſame, 
Skinall ; for, if the Law was mended, the 
other two would fall in courſe: And, under 
ſuch a Regulation, no Man need be aſham'd 
to be 

Sk. Look you now, Mr. Seaſon — he 1s at 
it again 

Sea. Hands off, Truman. — let us proceed 
ſoberly — for 1 find Mr. Sinall grants your 
Poſtulatum. | 

SF. Why, I'Il never deny a Thing that 
no-body can deny. I wiſh his Ingenuity could 
as caſily find out the Method. 


Tru. 
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Try, That FI undertake, if you'll be as 
ready to purſue the Method, when pointed 


out to you. 


§k. Without more Prefaces, let us hear it. 

Tru. You will hardly deny, Skinall (for 
I think you have in Part confeſs'd it) that 
there are ſome Profeſſors of the Law, in all 
its Branches, that are no great Credit or Ho- 
nour to the reſt, | 

S. Don't wiredraw me into Confeſſions, 
Mr. Truman. When did I confeſs it? 

Tru. In asking me, what paltry Lawyer's 
Hands I was got into? and whether I was 
not bred under ſome Wapping Attorney? 

Sea. Billa vera both, Skinall, 

Sk, Pſhaw, you catch at Words — But, 
come, I'll grant it. | | 

Tru. That the Practices of thoſe Under- 
lings, to call em favourably, have brought 
a Diſreputation upon the fair Practiſers (as 
they call themſelves, and I would willingly 
believe *em) you cannot deny any more than 
the other 

Sk, But I cannot ſee with what Shew of 
Reaſon — 155 

Tru. Have Patience, and perhaps I may 
open your Eyes=— If an unfortunate Man 
(doubly unfortunate in that) has fallen into 
the Hands of one of theſe Law Sharpers, and 
makes his Complaint 3 what Remedy has he? 

Sk, He may ſummon him afore a Judge — 


T rt, 
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Tru. But in ordine ad: If he applies to 
what you call a fair Practiſer in the Law, he 
ſhall anſwer you very readily, Why, ay, he 
knows the Fellow to be Rogue enough; but 
he muſt beg your Pardon, he does not care 
to expoſe a Brother 

Sk, Pſhaw — Theſe are Objections of your 
own forming. 

Tru. No, Skinall : Theſe are Objections 
that have often offended my own Ears ; and, 
therefore, not of my own forming. And, 
believe, 1 may venture to defy you to give 
an Inſtance of any of the numberleſs Offen- 
ders that Way, that ever was under Profe- 
cution. 

Sk. I can ſay nothing to that Matter; it 
never fell under my Practice. 

Tru. But you muſt grant, that it is no fair 
Practice in a fair Practiſer, to leave a Man 
under Oppreſſion, when apply'd to for Aſſiſ. 
tance and Advice. And I will maintain, it 
is neitker to their Honour, nor Profit — Not 
to their Honour, ſince the Diſinclination to 
proſecute can be eſteem'd no other than a 
Connivance : Not to their Profit becauſe 
if Half a Hundred Knaves were thrown over 
the Bar every Term, it is to be hop'd there 
would remain fair Practiſers enough to go on 
with Buſineſs, and they would, —— 
have better Buſineſs themſelves, 
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Sk. T confeſs, this is the moſt feaſible Part 
* «f your Scheme, that I have yet heard; and 
= [1 liketr. | | 

T74. Beſides, Skinall, this would make a 
rational Diſtinction, and convince the World 
they are in the wrong, to deal away Charac- 
ters by the Lump. Ny | 

Sk. I agree with you there too. But the 
Remedy —— that's the Queſt ion 

Tru. If their own Inclinations will not lead 
em to Acts of Juſtice, I think they ought 
to be puniſh'd as Delinquents; and on the 
fair Oath before a Judge of any ſuch Refuſal, 
the Refuſer to be laid aſide for ever: For he 
that refuſes to do Juſtice to the Injur'd, can 
never be deem'd worthy the Countenance of 
any Court in Chriſtendom. 3 
$ Sea. But may not this encourage frivolous 
Complaints againſt the fair Practiſers? for I 
* muſt needs confeſs, there are ſome Clients 
more litigious than their Lawyers themſelves. 

Tru. Not at all. As to the firſt, the Judge, 
upon a Chamber Examination, will eafily 
diſcern the Validity of the Complaint, in both 
Reſpects; and he will, by granting his Sum- 
mons to the prime Offender, do Juſtice, as 
well as puniſh-3 which is ſuitable to the Cha- 
racter of every Judge As to the ſecond, 
tho* I agree with you there are many Clients 
more litigious than their own Lawyers, and 
who, from that very Spirit, will often puſh 
em on to do Things extra judicially; I would 

| have 
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have all ſuch liable to the ſame Indictment, 
as Perſons proſecuted illegally at the Old Bai- 
ley : Not exempting, however, any Lawyer 
who ſinn'd againſt Knowledge. | 

SK. By what Law, I pray? 

Tru. Is not that begging the Queſtion, 
Skinall? What are we upon, but a new Law 


for Regulation of Law Proceedings? And 


is not the Deſign of that to provide for De- 
fects, as well as to leſſen Charges? 


Sk. I did not think I ſhould ever have 2. 


greed with you fo far as I have done. How- 
ever, if you had not faid it, 1 could hardly 
have believ'd, that any of my Brethren would 
have declin'd a good Cauſe upon a meer Scru- 
ple of Honour and Conſcience. | | 

Tru. What will you fay, then, to thoſe 
who have refus'd to be concern'd. againſt a 
Catchpole ? 

Sk. Do you know any ſuch ? 

Tru, Yes, and topping Men too, that call 
themſelves fair Practiſers into the Bargain. 

Sk. What Reaſon, I wonder, could they 
aſſign ? . 

Tru. The very Reaſon that ſhould have 


engag'd em in it; becauſe it was upon a 


penal Act. What Pity it was that there was 
not a Penalty, in the ſame Act, upon che re- 
fuſing fair Practiſer! As if the Validity of 
Acts of Parliament were to be limited by 
their private Intereſts and Opinions! Is not 
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this to tell the Wifdom of the Nation plain- 
ly, they did not know what they did? 

Sk. I confeſs it is ſomewhat like it. But 
how would you prevent it? 

Tru. As in the other Caſe : For tho' Rela- 
tion may make the Cafe ſomewhat alike (as 
being all Brothers of the Quill: ) there is 
this apparent Difference in this Caſe, as being 
a voluntary Tranſgreſſion againſt an Act of 
Parliament, a Claufe of which they are par- 
ticularly careful always to carry in their Poc- 
kets. And now, by this Means, having laid 
a Foundation for the better Regulations of 
ſuch as are truly, and, in fact, fair Practiſers, 
if you pleaſe, we will go on with our Cauſe 
in Court. | 

Sk. But before that, pray anſwer one Que- 
{tion z Would you oblige thoſe refuſing At- 
tornies to go on without Aſſets? 

Tru. Far from it. Provided, as I have 
known the Caſe more than once, that the 
Attorney does not demand more than is ſuf- 
ficient, and, when he has got it, ſpend it be- 
fore the Cauſe comes on; by which Diſap- 
pointment the Cauſe ſhall be forc'd to lye 
over at laſt, if ever either Lawyer or Client 
ſhall be in a Capacity to revive it. 

SK. Theſe are calamitous Caſes; and ſuch 
Knaves deſerve to be ſeverely handled. But 
I know of no ſuch=— 

Tru, But I am ſorry to fay, I do. 
SK. 1 
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Sk. I confeſs, Truman, you have fo far 
won upon me, that I will hear with Patience; 


only give me Leave to object with Reaſon. 


Tru, Truth forbids my Denial of any ſuch 


reaſonable Requeſt : Objections are the Sinews 


of Argument ; and, when unanſwerable, are 


Argument itſelf. 


Sea. So, then! Inſtead of a Duel, I find 


this is like to be a Conſort ; where ſome Dil- 
cord is neceſſary, to make the Muſick more 


perfect. An Brypaings, fays the Poet. 


Tru. I go on with my Bill of Fare. In. 
ſtructions again, Rule to plead, calling for 


Plea and Note, drawing Iflue, paid Entring, 


wgroffing on Roll, Dogget and Examining, 
Notice of Trial, Copy and Service, conti- 
nuing Notice, Search for Latitut, Judge's 
Summons, Copy and Service, attending 


Judge, Lawyer attending, judge's Orders, 


Copy and Service, attending at Office to fee if 
Writ was brought, Sheriff's Fee, paid Treſory 
Fees, attending thereon, the like again, con- 
taining Notice, drawing Brief for Trial, three 


fair Copies, attending Witne ſſes ſeveral] times, 


the like again, Subpænas for Witneſſes, four 


Tickets, ſerving Witneſſes, pa id them with the 


Tickets, Venire facias, Return thereof and at- 
tending, Habeas Corpus, Return thereof, En- 
tring Cauſe, ingroſſing Record, ſealing Re- 
cord, Fee attending paſling Record, going 
after one of the Witneſſes, drawing Affidavit 


ef his being out of the Way, Duty and Oaths, 
| At- 
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attending Court to put off Cauſe, Council 
tor Motion and Term Fee; amounting, in 
all, to Fourteen Pounds, Sixteen Shillings 
and Two-pence. 
Sea. Could not you have abated the odd 
T wo-pence, Truman? nk 
Tru. It is Part of my Bill, Sir; and I love 
to go with Record. 
Fk. Your Bill! Sure 'tis the Devil of a 
{ Cauſe, Have you done yet? 
Tr4, You know better than that, Skinal]: 


You ſee my chief Witneſs was got out of the 


Way, and for that Reaſon the Cauſe was put 
off. No, Sir, there is a Neceſſity for one, 
or more, Term-Fees, before we ſhall have 
done. What think you, in the mean Time, 
if we take a Glaſs to our better Succeſs ? 

Sega. With all my Heart Here, Sin- 
all, they fay Sorrow is dry — I am afraid the 
poor Plaintiff is ſo dry, he will want two 
HGlaſſes. 

+ 6k, I'd allow the Attorney three, to make 
him move faſter. 

Tru. Half a Dozen would not bribe him; 
becauſe, he'll tell you, he can afford to treat 
you with a Bottle or two, if the Cauſe is 
kept off. | 
| Sk, If you have any more, pray let us 

have it. 

Tru. A ſmall Article of Contingencies, 
amounting, with Term-Fee, to One Pound 
Sixtcen Shillings. 
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Sk, But why don't you go on with thy 
Cauſe ? | | 
Tru. Becauſe, as the Plaintiff acquaints 
me, his Lawyer demands near Twenty 
Pounds to. defray freſh Charges, beſides 
Councils Fees, before he will proceed. 
Sk. Twenty Pounds! Why, in conſcio. 
nable Hands, Half the Money would have 
decided the Matter from firſt to laſt. 

Tru. J am pretty near of your Opinion, 
Skinall/: And yet, in the old Way, a fourth 
Part of that would have done the Buſineſ;, 
Can you object, then, againſt a Regulation? 
Would it be to your Diſhonour, to have 
fuch Harpies ſtruck off your Lift? Or, if 
you refer me to a Taxation, let me ask you 
ſoberly, what do you think the Maſter would 
en af? . + 

Sk. Perhaps more than a Third Part; and 


then you know the Conſequence. 


Tru. Perhaps not a Tenth Part ; and then 
let me return the Conſequence upon you. 
Have I not already told you, and demonſtra- 
ted, how chary the Lawyers are of the Inte- 
reſts of one another? Inſomuch that a Client 
ſeldom gets any thing more by ſuch an Ap. 
peal, but the further little Satisfaction of 
Paying further Coſts, _ 

SE. Well, and after all, Truman, how 
would you redreſs all this ? 
Tru. I am glad to hear that you think 


there is Occaſion for Redreſs: And when a 
N Com- 
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Committee of our Superiors comes to cxa— 
mine more cloſely into Matters, I am very 
well ſatisfy'd they will not only be ſenſible 
of the Neceſſity, but ſet about it, and find 
out Ways and Means. Some weak People 
make Bugbears of the great Intereſt the Law- 
yers have in the Houſe, and that they de- 


pend upon the Zeal of their Brethren there; 


it has been ſaid too, that ſuch diſintereſted 
Gentlemen have often before thrown in Bars 
to all ſuch Proceedings, and have render'd 
em of little Effect hitherto. I can hardly 
be perſuaded to believe it: Sure I am, if I 
was one of thoſe honourable Gentlemen, tho? 
the Houſe ſhould not think fit to ſeclude me 
from the Committee, I would take care to 
ſeclude myſelf, to avoid all ſuch Sarcaſms 
for the future; which, if juſt, muſt be al- 
low'd to be of the vileſt Nature. Men of 
Senſe will conſider, that in ſuch Caſes they 
oppoſe the Voice and publick Good of a Na- 
tion, and that for Poſterity, for a few trifing 
and temporary Advantages, that muſt deter- 
mine with their own ſhort Lives. And it can 
never enter into my Head, that any Man of 


common Penetration woulk] impede the Re- 


dreſs of publick Grievances, tor a Trifle of 
private Lucre. 
Sed. Will you go on now with the other 


hoes * or will you adjourn to another 
Day, 
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Tru. As Skinall pleaſes; for I am prepar'd, 


But your Queſtion ſeems to lead to an Ad- 


Journment. 

Skin. With all my Heart; it grows late. 
But pray, Truman, againſt that Day Provide 
yourſelf with Bills more favourable. 

Tru. I ſhall provide myſelf with none, but 
whatare already provided for me. You know 
who are my Cooks, and therefore muſt con- 
tent yourſelf with your Fare, When do you 


agree to meet ? 
"Skin. Let it be this Day Sevennight : : 1 will 


ſet it apart. 
Sea. Be it ſo. Here, Drawer, take your 


Reckoning. 
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Time aer but no Skin- 
all appear'd. At laſt, when 
their Patience was juſt expir- 
ing, the Drawer coming into 
the Room, told Sean a Gen- 
tleman without deſired to ſpeak with him. 
On being asked to enter, who ſhould it be 
but Dryboots, an Attorney of the Mar/hal/ea 
Court. He ftay'd not to be ask'd, but, bid- 
ding the Drawer ſet a Chair, he placd himſelf 
at the Table; and after the Drawer was with- 
drawn, acquainted them, that SC¹,j§ſ) having 
been taken ſuddenly with a Fit of the Gripes, 

had ſent him to ſupply bis Place. Well, Sir, 
Hays Truman merrily, then you have ob; 'd 
Orders materially. But do you know the Tas 
you are to enter upon? Very well, fays Dry- 
boots : am fully inſtructed, and ready to defend 
the Practice and Practiſers of the I. aw, againtt 
a Opponents, I fet the World at Defiance, ſays 
7ruman jeeringly, to fit us with a better Draw- 
canſir: And yet, as the Learned of Tockley 
ſay, lam ready to meet this fair Inviter, and 
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ſo a clear Stage and no Favour. Come, Sir, 
what Court are you for? 
Dry. Let us do nothing raſhly — 
Sea. Well begun, Dryboots Now to the 
Queſtion — 
Dry. I am for the Marſhals Court, Sir. 
Tru. The Marſhals Court? J am apt to 
think, with all Submiſſion to the Opinion of 


better Judges, that I may ſafely demure to 


your Juriſdiction, | 

Dry. Juriſdiction, Sir? what call in Queſtion 
the Juriſdiction of the Knight Marſhal, Head 
and Chief of the Palace Court ? It is my Opi- 


nion you may as well implead the Authority 


of the Court of King's Bench. 


Tru. You and I widely differ : but, per- 


_ haps, you may think it in Circumſtance only. 


But what will you ſay when I tell you, tho' 
within your Bounds, moſt People you bring 
within, are without your Cognizance. 

Dry. Ay marry, Sir. Who I wonder are 


without our Cognizance? Do we not arrcit 


every or any body? 

Try. If Men exceed their Commiſſion, does 
that entitle them to all the Power they aſſume! 
Keep to your Original Conſtitution, and our 
Argument will be as ſhort as your Authority, 

Dry. Why, Sir, I bluſh to hear you aſter: 
ſuch out-of-the-way Boldneis, The Antiqui:y 
of our Court exceeds any of our Courts what- 


Soever. Curia fequitur Regzm is our Motto. 


Where-ever the Ring reſides, there have we 
Power, 


| 
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Power. It is a travelling Itinerary Eſtabliſh- 


ment. Hieta ſays it is next (if not above) the 
High Court of Parliament. | 

Tru, Of all worldly Things, give me a 
ſtately Pedigree : It never fails to make a fine 
Appearance with Fools, and as for wiſe Men, 
they are ſo few in Compariſon, what they ſay 
is hardly worth minding. Nevertheleſs, I 
would willingly liſt myſelf in the leſſer Num- 
ber; and therefore, Mr, Dryboots, for all your 
travelling Eſtabliſhment, and the Opinion of 


your great Oracle Monſieur Feta, I ſay, keep to 


your Original, and you would be nothing. The 
Caſe, in fact, was this; Our Kings formerly, 
often removing their Court from one County to 


another, found it neceſſary to eftabliſh a Ju- 


riſdiction within itfelf for the more regular 
Government of it. Other Courts were long 
before eftabliſh'd for the Execution of Juſtice 
to the People in general; but the Knight 
Marſhal was appointed as an Officer belonging 


to the Palace, and to go along with the King; 


to take Care of the Peace in and about rhe 
Royal Family. None but Menial Servants 
came under his Cognizance, and the Limits 
of his Power was confin'd within five Miles 
round the Court, where-ever it was, 

Dry. I proteſt, Sir, you make me a- 
ſham'd 

Tru, It is a little too ſoon yet; but I hope 
to do it before we have done 

Dry, My Lord Chief Juſtice Coke, Sir, 

3 - (that 
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(that great Man) does he not ſay, That the 
Marſhals Court has it's Foundation from the 


Common Law, and that it's Juriſdiction is 


Original and Ordinary, 75 

27u. Grant he does, that does not contra. 
dict any thing J have ſaid; but rather con- 
firms it, for if the Common Law was its Ori- 
gina! Foundation, the Lord Coke can intend 
no more than that the Marſhal was to make 
that his Guide and Kule in his Determinations, 


Our Court Lets, tho? now almoſt ſwallow'd 


up, by the ſame Rules of Juſtice as ſmall Fiſh 
are devour'd by the greater, (as Publick Good 
is too often found the Sacrifice of private Emo- 


lument) theſe Court Leets, I fay, tho' pro- 


perly the Right of Lords of particular Ma- 
nours, were under the Reſtrictions and Rules 


cf the Common Law, and the Steward was 


anſwerable for any Deviation or Infraction. 


Edward the firſt obſerv'd, ſo early as his 


Time, many Innovations crept into this Court, 
originally intended for the Service of the Pa- 
lace only. To reduce Things therefore into 
ancient Order, He ſegaciouſly affix'd the 
three following Qualifications and Reſtric- 


tions, wiz. 


1/t. That the Earl Marſhal ſhould have 
Power to determine all Covenants, Contracts, 
and Treſpaſſes wherein both Plaintiff and De- 


fendant were of the King's Houſchold. 


24/y. If one of the Parties only were of the 


King's Houſehold, the Earl Marſhal ſhould, 


under 
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under the Limitations aforeſaid, determine all 
Contracts and Covenants, that ſhould ariſe in 
Controverſy. Or, N 

3dly. All Treſpaſſes or Perſonal Actions 
ariſing within the Verge of the Court. 

Dry. What do you talk of Edward the firſt. 
We have had many Acts of Parliament ſince 
which have quite alter'd the Cafe, 

Tru. I have heard ſo, indeed; but never 
met with any one hardy enough to produce 
one, Certain it is you have wanted Acts of 
Parliament to put you under a legal Regula- 
tion; and ſo ſays the Report of a late Com- 
mittee, How that Piece of Knight Errantry 
came to be drop'd, before finiſh'd, was Mat- 
ter of Wonder and Grief to all honeſt Men. 
dare aſſert, Bribery and Corruption bore no 
part in the Story, becauſe I know the Chair 
man. But this I will ſay, that an honeſter 
Judge than ordinary happening then to pre- 
ſide, he thought proper to do a good deal 
N what an Act of Parliament was wanted 
to do. 

Sea. But, Gentlemen, I muſt call you to 
Order. I thought we were met, not to queſ- 
tion or diſpute the Validity of any of our 
Courts of Law, but to examine into their 
Practices and Proceedings, Therefore, leaving 
thoſe arcana Imperii in the Profundity we found 
em; pray come to the Text. The Proceed- 
ings of the Court is, in my Opinion, the Bu- 
ſineſs we are to enter upon. 

N | M 4 Tru, 
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Tru. I could anſwer you, Friend Seaſon, in 
your own way, but to ſhew that J am leſs a 
Cynick than pethaps you take me to be; and 
to ſhew this Gentleman, that I am provided 
for him in his own Way, and at his own Wea- 
pon, I am willing to wave all Advantages, 
and enter upon Matters your own way. There- 
fore I will examine my Budget, and here it is. 
Jack againſt Adams, But hold, here are two 


Bills. Come, the more the merrier. Begin, 


Sir. | 
Dry. You are Plaintiff, Sir. Theretore 


that is your Bufineſs — 


Tru, Well, then, flap-daſh we go to 
Work ; for here is niether Civility, Huma- 
nity, or Good-nature to be expected. All 


is pure Bear- garden Work; and Attornies 


are no otherways diftinguiſh*d from Bailifls, 
than Towzer and Tearcoat are, by Name 


only. 


Dry. I dont know what you mean, Mr 


Truman; I am ſure J have been civil to many 
_ Gentlemen, 


Tru. L always except the preſent, Sir: And 
therefore you by ſelf you, are allow'd a Non- 
Pariel. But let me conſult you in a difficult 
Point. Here are two Bills in one Cauſe, 
which ſhall I take? Or ſhal] I make 'em 


| Plaintiff and Defendant ? For I do aſſure you, 


that you will find *em at full Variance. 
Dry. How? two Bills in one Cauſe? and 
different in their /tems? | 
| | Tru. 
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Tru. Even ſo, Sir — 

Dry. D— him! what Fool of a Lawyer 
have you fall'n into the Hands of? 

Tru, Not more Fool than Knave, I dare 
anſwer for him. Shal] we begin? 

Sea. By all means] long to hear ſome- 
what of this Medley. 

Tru. Imprimis, Afﬀidavit, Writ, and the 
Arreſt (tho? neither of the Parties I dare aver 
to you were ſo much as Rat-catchers in 
Ordinary to any of the Royal Family) and 
yet I mult obſerve by the Way, that this new 
Bill (or both of 'em, if you pleaſe) carries 
for Title, according to the old Preicription, 
In the Palace Court. 

Dry. Right. And fo it ought; for that 
ſhews our Original. 

Tru. If you kept to the Original in one 
thing, why do you drop it in another. He 
charges Thirteen Shillings; what ſays Origi- 
nal to that? Come, Tl fave you the Trou- 
ble of anſwering ſuch over-nice Queſtions, and 
read you a Table of your allow'd Fees, not 
ict down in any of your Offices; but printed, 
and ſent out into the World with more Au— 
thority; and with an apparent Deſign of 
waſhing the Negro white. But I would have 
you to obſerve, this was publiſh*d ſo lately 
as in the Reign of King Charles II. juſt upon 
the Reſtoration, when the Commiſſion or Of- 
Bice was again reviv'd. 


M 5 Impri- 
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Imprimis, For every Writ, or Precept of 
Capias, or Attachment to the Steward and 
Marſhal, One Shilling. 

To the Prothonotary for writing the Writ, 
T wo-pence. 

To the Marſhals-man for executing, or 
ſerving it, One Shilling and Four-pence. 

The Attornies Fee upon every Declaration, 
Iſſue, Venire facias, and Habeas-Corpora Ju- 
ralorcs, One Shilling and Eight-pence. 

For the Warrant of Attorney to the Protho- 
notary, Four-pence. 

For making of every Declaration, and En- 
try thereof, to the Prothonotary's Clerk, One 
Shilling. ; 

For the Fee of the Court, upon every De- 
claration, Iſſue, and Knowledge of Satistac- 


tion to the Steward and Marſhal, One Shil- 


ling and Four-pence. 
For the making and fileing of every Decla- 
ration, and Entry of every Satisfaction, to 
the Prothonotary, Eight- pence. 
To the Prothonotary for entering of every 


Iſſue, and every Verdict and Judgment, One 


Shilling. 
The Cryer's Fee upon every Iſſue, Four- 


pence. 


For every Writ of Venire facias, Habeas 
corpora, Diſtringuas Furatores; and for every 


Wirit of Execution, and others, One Shilling 
and Eight-pence. * 


To the Prothonotary for writing of every 
one of them, Four-pence. For 
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For the Return of every one of them, to 
the Prothonotary, One Shilling. 

To the Marſhals-man for executing every 
Venire ſacias, Two Shillings. 

For the executing the Habeas corpora, and 
deſtringuas Furatores, to the Marſhals-man, 
One Shilling and Six-pence, 7; 

To the Cryer for warning of the Jury, Six- 

nce. ä 
For every Verdict and Judgment thereupon, 
to the Steward and Knight Marſhal, Three 
Shillings and Four-pence. | 

To the Prothonotary entring every Bail, 
Five-pence. 

To the Keeper of the Priſon thereupon, 
One-penny. | 
For the Attorney's Fee upon every Bill of 
Iſſue, Venire facias, and Habeas corpora Jura- 
lores, One Shilling and Eight-pence. 

To the Prothonotary tor the Copy of every 
Declaration, One Shilling. | | 

For every Iſſue on the Defendant's Part, to 
the Steward and Marſhal, One Shilling and 
Four-pence. | 1 

To the Prothonotary for every Warrant of 
Attorney for the Defendant, Four-pence. 

Now, whoever will give himſelf the Trou— 
ble of comparing the Fees here as we may 
charitably ſuppoſe Originally eſtabliſh'd, with 
thoſe now taken, will be forc'd to confeſs, 
that if it had been admitted to be a Court of 
Law, the Royal Care (of late) would have 

| began 
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began it's Commiſſiona! Enquiry here. But 
our wife Councils certainly look'd upon em 
through a right Perſpective, as not worthy 
Notice, and fitter to be d-----'d by the Lump 
than reform'd. Or, perhaps, there may be 
an Intention to reduce them to primitive In- 
ſtitution, and thereby render *em once again 
of Family Uſe. 8 
Dry. I profeſs, now, Mr. Truman, you 
| are very uncharitable. | 
| Tru, Can there be want of Charity to ſuch as 
| have not ſo much as any Shew of it? Were we to 
collect the Names of theſe, who have been 
| ruin'd by your Deviations, Extortions, and 
| Encroachments ; I queſtion whether the Army 
of Aexxescould match them in Number. Not 
for Debts of Value; but for meer Trifles. 
The poor Mechanick, and the Waſherwo- 
man, have furniſh*d you with Fleeces. And 
never let any one hereafter pretend to talk, 
that Miracles are ceas'd; for, I think, it can 
be reckon'd little ſhort of a Miracle, to ſee 
how many Attornies, Catchpoles, and Bailiffs 
have not only ſubſiſted, but batten'd, nay 
rais'd Eſtates out of that miſerable, low and 
unfortunate Fund. But the Tools you work 
with, are ſuch a Pack of vile Raſkals, they 
will ſtick at nothing; and their Fellow-La- 
bourers, the Attornics, ſtick at as little to 
keep the Wretches in proper Countenance. 
Sea. All this may be fact, Truman; but 


is not to our preſent Purpoſe. * 
; ; 41. | 
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u. | beg pardon, Mr. Seaſon; but it is 
to the purpoſe in Hand, I queſtion'd, at firſt 
ſetting out, their Juriſdiction bur let their 
Juriſdiction be never ſo maintainable, if it is 
abus'd, and, inſtead of Relief, tends to the 
Oppreflion of his Majeſty's Subjects; ſure it 
is to the Purpoſe with all honeſt Men to have 
it amended : Confine them at leaſt to the 
Court, which it was only calculated for; but 
don't let your Legion of Court-Wolves looſe 
upon the Country, unleſs you will give the 
ſame Encouragement that one of our Saxon 
Kings did for the bringing in of their Heads. 

Dry. You treat us very roundly, Mr. Truman. 

Tru. As Vermin ſhould be treated — I 
ſpeak of the Generality. But if your Court, 
as you call it, is corrupt, and the Corrup- 
tions daily encreaſing, and yet acted under, 
I believe a modeſt Man would be at a Loſs 
how to diſtinguiſn. Practice, with no wiſe 
Man, will imply Authority. 

Sea, But will you go on with your Items? 
Tru. What? to ſhew their Encroachment ? 
With all my Heart, if Mr. Dryboots pleaſes — 
Dry. Sir, we take nothing but what the 
Court will countenance us i⁊xͤ 

Tru. The more ſhame for it; ſince you 


tranſgreſs that Original Inſtitution you plead in 


every Article: So that, on the whole Matter, 
it will appear, that you have corrupted your 
Conſtitution, and, which will ever be the 

Effect 
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Effect of all Corruptions, that lias corrupted 
your Morals. Therefore, as the Prophet ſaid 
of the Jes, there is no ſound Part about you. 
To prove which, let us proceed in one of our 
Pair of Bills; Appearance Two Shillings; 
Rule for better Bail, Two Shillings more; 
Searching for Habeas Corpus, and Copy there- 
of, Two Shillings and Eight-pence; and then, 
in one Bill, there is Two Shillings and Four- 
pence more for Bail and Fee, which the laſt 
Bill iays nothing of, Whether it was owing to 
a Fit of Modeſty, or Forgetfulneſs, I muſt 
leave you to determine — But tell me, 1 
pray, are theſe ſeveral Charges all according 
to Conſtitution ? . 

Dry. They are all, and every one of 'em, 
juſtifiable, Sir. ro. 

Tru. That's all Evaſion — How are the 
juſtifiable ? or where ? Not by the Orders of 
your Eſtabliſhment, it is pretty manifeſt by 
your printed Table ; therefore an Encroach- 
ment upon the poor Client. Nor 1s the next 


| of any fairer Complexion, Rule for Bail, 


Copy and Service, Four Shillings; Search- 
ing for Bail, and Copy thereof, Three Shil- 
lings and Four-pence more, and enquiring 
after their Ability ( tho* at the fame time he 
knew *em to be a couple of his own Retinue ) 
Three Shillings and Four-pence more. And, 
to keep the firſt Bill in good Countenance, 
here is Three Shillings and Four-pence more 
for an Attendance on the Judges, in the laſt 
Bill, that was not in the firſt, Dry. 
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Dru. I hope, Sir, the Fraternity is not reſ- 
ponſible in their Characters for every minute 
Singular — | 

Fyu. Have a care what you ſay. I aſſure 
you my Bill-maker is no little Man: He is 
one of your Seniors; and Seniority, you know, 2 
pleads a Sort of Authority. Had he been a 4 
Junior, or Under-Graduate, it might have 8 
paſs'd for a Heat of Fancy, or a Lapſus 4 

Calami, or ſome other Lapſe -- But Men of 1 
Underſtanding, Age and Figure. 
Dry. Sir, 1 will have nothing more to ſay | 
to other Men's Bills --- They may not be 1 
genuine | | | 
Tru. Certainly you are in the wrong to i 
queſtion that == Every-body will tell you, 1 
that they are then moſt genuine when moſt ---- | 
Dry. What? you will not ſay erronious-- [ 
Tru. Numerically moſt, Mr. - Dryboots. 4 
When, like a Taylor's Bill, they ſhine in the | 
Drapery of Buckrom, Canvas, and Stay-tape, ; 
and that famous Prize-Fighter at the Back of | 
'em, Mr, Termfee; a Perſon of modern ' 
Extraction; but ſo advanc'd in Dignity, that 
he now keeps Company with the Beſt, 4 
Dry. Sure, Gentlemen, Mr. Skinall ſent me | 
on purpoſe to be banter*d — f 
Tru. Truth is a Banter with moſt of you 
Gentlemen of the low Profeſſion, I confeſs: 
But come, Paſſion apart ! ſhall I go on ? 
Dry. Goon? with what? Allegations of no ̃ 
Authority ? 


Tru, 
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Tru. Therefore fitter for the Court we are 
in: Allegations of no Authority can never be 
improper for Courts of queſtionable Juril- 
diction. = 

Dry. Sir, the Palace-Court. 

Tru. Don't be ſo over haſty, Mr Drybools: 
Fgrant the Palace- Court is the Palace- 

Court, and pray keep it there, and your- 
ſelves to it; and live by it as long as you 
Re but do not divert it from its Original 

ſes, or ſtretch its Limits, like oyPd Lea- 

ther, out of all Compaſs, to the Deſtruction 

of Thouſands, however beneficia] it may be 

to your Palatian Community. Originally a 

Jury of your Marſhals-Men were {ſufficient to 

diſpatch all the Buſineſs that properly belong'd 

to *em ; but now the Hydra has ſo encreas'd 
its Heads, that they are numerous enough to 

| Mana Fleet, if the Sailors could be brought to 

have fo little Diſcretion, or Humanity to 

_ themſelves, to receive them. 

Dry. Is this Argument ? Meer Banter 
rather, | 
Tru. Can Truth be Banter? We know, 
and often find, it may be offenſive ; but that, 
with wiſe Men, will never render it leſs valua- 
ble. In ſhort, ſince you cannot bear a Bill 
of Particulars, I will only give you the Sum 
Total; which is Sixteen Pounds Nine Sh1l- 
lings and Seven-Pence, for the Recovery of 
a Debt of Seven Pounds; which will not, 
perhaps, yet be recover'd for Seven Pounds 

: 1 more. 
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more. And whereas you brag of the great 
Expedition of your Court, this Cauſe was 
begun in October 1732, and was not ended in 
December 1735. Nor can the Plaintiff, with 
both his Eyes, ſee that there is any Proba- 
bility of its being concluded before another 
Year's over. 

Dry. Has the Lawyer ſign'd his Bill? 

Try, Like a bold Trojan, he has fet his 
Name to it, and with and Emphatical 
Avowal, This is my Bill —— 

Dry. As I faid before, the imprudent Ac- 
tions of any one Particular, ſhould never be 
charg'd on any Society, or Body of Men 

Tru. At laſt we agree in one thing; I with 
you would as honeſtly agree with me in an- 
other. That every Society, or Body of Men, 
that fall from their Origmal Inſtitution, in 
order to introduce Oppreſſion, Exaction, and 
Encroachment upon the Subject, ought no 
longer to ſubſiſt = So thought a Com- 
mittee of the Houſe of Commons, and fo will 
every wiſe Man think, that will allow him- 
{elf TT ime to conſider ; for my Part, I muſt 
declare it furprizing to me, that our real 
Courts of Juſtice have tamely conniv'd at 
ſuch Proceedings; or enter'd into no Meaſures 
to aſſert their own Judicatory. Or that the 
Wiſdom of the Nation have not thought fit to 
eſtabliſh Courts of Conſcience in Weſtminſter and 
Southwark, as long has been the Uſage in 
London. I have been told, indeed, that _ 
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fes and dilatory Corruptions have began to 
I creep in there: But ſure it could not be impof: 
| ſible to frame a Model that by due Penalties 
| might preſerve the Old, and enforce the good 
1 Intentions of a Nez. | 
Dry, Ay marry, Sir, Get that and I'll 
. 
Dry. Sell my Place; for I am ſure it would 
not be worth keeping 
| Tru. But ſure I am that would be a happy 
Lot to the Nation; eſpecially to that Part of 
it round London and Weſtminſter. 
Dry. Good bye to ye. There's my Club -« 
Lam weary of ſuch Stuff 
Tru. As is every wiſe Man of bad Com- 
pany — So adieu, Mr. Drybeots. 
Sea, Hell ſet Sinall upon your Bac 
Tru, I rather think, Skina!l will thank me 
for anſwering. his Purpoſe. But come, let's 
go; for I am as really weary, as Dryvoots was 
in Imagination. 


They had juſt diſcharg'd the Reckoning, 


and were leaving the Room, when, in preſſes 
Skinall with Dryboots faſt in his Clutches, 
Come, Gentlemen, ſays he, don't be ſo haſty ; 
| fit down again; I have forcibly prevail'd upon 
| this Gentleman to renew the Tryal. He tells 
| me you have us'd him ill: But upon my pro- 
| miſing him to ſtand Guarantee for your future 
better abearing, he now appears in propria 
| per/ona to the Combat: Tho? he tells me * 
| & 
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he had before anſwer'd all you had to fay, and 
lay'd you level with the Ground ; or,as the 
Saying is, as flat as a Flounder. 

Try. If he ſaid true, Mr. Skizall, he has 
done me ſome Service : Since, like the Giant 
in the Fable, I find the Touch of my Mother 
Earth has given me freſh Vigour. And I now 
deſire no more of him than to let us go on 
with the Cauſe, and follow the hopetul Items 
in his Lawyer's Bill. | 

Dry. My Lawyer's Bill? I think it is your 
Lawyer's Bill: Sure I am, I ſhould never have 
made ſuch a wretched Choice. 

Tru. It is not difficult for a Man that has 
mark'd all the Cards to pick out a Trump, if 
there be one in the Pack; but fair Gameſters 
can promiſe themſelves no ſuch Fortune, 
However, to make the beſt of a bad Market : 
Let us proceed. But firſt, Skinall, for your 
further Information, I mult open the Caſe a 
little, The Defendant who had taken care to 
have himſelf furniſh'd with all the outward 
A ppenages of a Gentleman, was arreſted for 
a Debt, much under ten Pounds, and hurry'd 
directly to the Houſe of the Officer, There 
he lay, without being able to put in Bail ſome 


Days: for tho' he ſent for ſeveral, none would 


be allow'd. At laſt to make a right Uſe of 
the Difficulties they had impoſed upon him, 
rather than carry the poor unfortunate Man to 
the Mar/ſbalſea Jail, they, tender Creatures, 
propos'd to bail him themſelves. But, in 2 

er 


* 
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der to play the Parts of ſagacious, as well as 
charitable Men, the Priſoner, to make him 
fecure, muſt make over to them, as faſt as 
Law-Words could do it, a Chaiſe, with a Pair 
of good Horſes, all his wearing Apparel, 
which was neither little nor mean, his Silver- 
hilced Sword, and ſome other Trifles in a lump 
thrown into the Bill of Sale by way of Supple- 
ment. Thus amply ſecur'd, the Priſoner is 
by them bail'd and ſer at Liberty; and takes 
2 immediate Opportunity to leave the King- 
om. | 

Dry. Whats all this to the Purpoſe ? 

Tru, Have a little Patience, Sirz if I 
make no Uſe of it, I will beg Pardon for the 
Digreſſion. The Catchpoles having thus re- 
turn'd themſelves for Bai) (and well they might, 
fince the Plunder, upon a fair Sale, would have 


pay'd the Debt, and have put forty Guineas 


clear, into Pocket) the diligent Lawyer (now 
at my Fingersend) takes out a Rule for better 


Bail, and fo far he was certainly right; and 


therefore we may paſs over the contingent 
Charges of fearching for Habeas Corpus, as 


_ cuſtomary, tho* not juſtifiable by the old 


prefcribed Forms. | 
Dry. We can plead Preſcription, Sir. 

Tru. The Highwayman can do the fame, 
But the cunning Catchpoles, loth to have fo 
good a Prize taken out of their Hands, for- 
ſake the Court they liv'd by, and to ward off 
Danger, remove the Cauſe into the 1 4 
5 | eas. 
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Pleas. Here (after they had legerdemain'd 
it awhile, and put the Plaintiff to the Charge 
of 405. within a Penny, ſays one Bill, 36s. 
7 d. ſays the other) the Cauſe is brought back 
into the worſhiptul the Palace Court, as 
they call it, for want of Bail that could juſti- 
fy. This creates a new Charge of twenty four 
Shillings and eight Pence, enhanc'd indeed 
by a Trick they have falPn into of obliging 
the Plaintiff to renew the Writs every Week; 
which is a Knack of no ſmall Emolument to 
the Court and its grand Tribe of Court De- 
pendants ; for Catchpoles, Clerks, and At- 
torneys, are all Reapers in this Harveſt. 

Dry. Pray which of *em, in your profound 
Charity, would you vouchſafe to rob of their 
Juſt Perquiſits? 

Tru. J would charitably enough rob all of 
'em of the Pow'r of robbing honeſt Men. 
That is my ſole Ambition, and the Burden of 
my whole Enquiry. To ſettle Matters on an 
ealy and legal Foot, that honeſt Men may not 
ſuffer under the Extortion of Knaves, and that 
ſuch litigious Fools as can hardly maintain 
themſelves, ſhould not contribute, out of their 
own little Subſtance, to the Maintenance of a 
voracious Flight of Locuſts that devour all 
before 'em. I an ſenſible, nothing but the 
Pow'r of a Parliament can effect this; and 
therefore, far from preſcribing, I would glad- 
ly commit it to their ſerious Conſideration, 

Skin. Well, is your Cauſe over? 


* 


| 
258 LAW VISIONS. 

Try. Not one half yet, Skinall, Why my 
Bill in the Sum total does not amount to five 
Pounds. The original Bail, the two Catch- 
poles, being one of *em dead, and the other 
ran away (on dividing. the Spoil I ſuppoſe) 
the ſham Bail they had been oblig'd to give 
m, muft now be proceeded againſt. The 

Items of which ſtands thus; and let who will 
compare 'em, they will find 'em charg'd in 
every Article more than enough. E. G. 
Serving Defendant 25. 64, Appearance 2.s 
Affidavit 55s. 8 d. Common Bail 75. 49. 
Declaration 5 5. 6 d. Imparlance 45. Copy of 
the Bond, and attending to examine it with 
the Original 3 s. 4 4. Perfect 25. 10 d. Rule 
to plead 25, Notice 25. Judgment 55. 44. 
Execution 4 5. 6 d. Paid taking him in Execu- 
tion 35. Bill and Fee 2 5. 44. the Sum total 
amounting to 2/. 13 5. 4d. But I muſt obſerve * 
by the bye, that in one of my Bills there are 
many Razures, as well as Differences, in par- 
ticular Items, which would lead a Man to 
apprehend that the Standard of their Law is 
not quite ſo well fix*d as that at the Tower ; 
or at leaſt not ſo well ſettled as it ſhould be. 

Dry. Nor, I ſuppoſe, ever will be ſettled 
fo as to ſatisfy the levelling Humours of Per- 
ſons ſo diſpos'd to cavil. | 

Tru. Cavilling is, in my Opinion, Mr. 
Dryboots, to find fault without Reafon : If I 
have done ſo, why are not you ſo good to {ct 


me to rights? whenever you do ſo, I promite 
| ; you 


| 
| 


| 
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you, on my Part, a thankful Reformation. 
And as to the levelling part, I wiſh your Bro- 
ther here in my Hand, had made it poſſible 
to allow a Diſt inction between him and his 
Catchpole Bailiff. 

Dry. As! faid at firſt, I ſhall not think it 
worth while to concern myſelt in the Beha- 
viour of any one particular Perſon: Nor is it 
any Part of a juſt Man to offer the Practice 
of any ſuch in Bar to the Characters of Socie- 

ries, 

Sea. In that Truman has agreed with yon 
to my Knowledge. Therefore if you have 
any thing further of Moment, Truman, go 
oc: 

Tru. O much more, Sir. After the Baikiffs 
were gon off with the Spoil, and their ſham 
Security had been ſu'd to an Execution, with- 
out the leaſt Relief to the Plaintiff, confiding 
in the Integrity of his Lawyer, he ſuffers 
himſelf to be prevaiPd on to try Conclufions 
with the other Security. Under the repeated 
Aſſurances, however, that the Money was 
cure to all Intents and Purpoſes, and as ſafe 
as any in his Pockets. The eaſy Client gives 
him leave to take his Courſe, and fo the Law- 
yer goes on. Moving the Court for the Offi- 
cers Security to pay Debt and Coſts, for 
having taken inſufficient Bail 25. But previ- 
ous to that, ſays the firſt Bill, which the laſt 
has not, Notice to ſhew Cauſe 25. Then 
they both jump together in the Article of 

| Aſſigning 
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Aſfigning the Bonds, for which one Bill char- 
ges 25, the other 25. 4d. The like Lagſus 


there is in the next Article for the Names of 


the Security, Sc. the one is 35. 4 d. and the 
other 3 5. the two next Items agree like loving 
Brethren in Security and Fee 65. 4d. and in 
the Writ and Officer with it 65. for Service 
of which one Bill charges 2 s. and the other 
25. 6d. But then we agree in abundance of 


Articles together, viz. Appearance 2 s. Affi- 


davit 35. 8 d. Common Bay! 7 5. 4 d. Declara- 
tion 5 5. 6 d. Imparlance 45. Copy of the 
Bond, and attending to examine 3 5. 4 d. Per- 
fect 2 5. 10 d. Rule to plead 2 5. Notice 2 5. 
Judgment 5 5s. 4 d. Bill and Fee (which I take 
to be their weekly Term Fee) 25. 4d. But the 
Items againſt the other Security, differ in an ex, 
traordinary Manner, and I am apt to believe 
the Lawyer forgot himſelf; which is pretty 
wonderful. For whereas the firſt Bill is very 
conciſe, and only ſpecifies Appearance 2 5. 
Affidavit 55s. 8 d. Searching for the Habeas 
2 f. 8 d. Bill and Fee 25. 4d. The latter, 
with great Emendation, charges for Service 
2.5. 6 d. and for common Bayl 7 5. 4 d. De- 
claration 5 5s. 6 d. Imparlance 45. more than 
che Other. 
Dry. That was a palpable Miſtake. 

Tru. I take it ſo to be; and therefore, 
waving Advantages, I ſhall next convey youto 
the Court of King's Bench, and ſhew you how 


comprehenſive a Court 1s that of the Palace, 


which 
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which commodiouſly lets you out and in to 
get your Money, and thereby ſerve its own 
Occaſions. | | 

Dry. What would you have us do; if liti- 
gious People will remove their Cauſes, muſt 
we not follow *em ? 3% 

Tru. no doubt on't. But yet it manifeſts 
to me, that your Court wants ſomewhat of 


a ſolid Foundation, in order to aſcertain a a 
Juriſdiction, which, at preſent, it has not. It 


never was reckon'd amongſt our Courts of 
Judicature; being, as I at firſt prov'd by their 
ownAccounts, appointed by our Princes for the 
Regulation and well-ordering of their Do- 
meſticks only. It has much deviated from 
its Original Inſtitution; and of late Years fo 
vitiated in its Practice, that it has been look'd 


upon by every conſiderate Perſon as a com- 


mon Nuſance. The laſt Patentee endea- 
vour'd, very commendably, to retrench many 
of its Excreſencies, but yet left a great deal 
of room for more. When a Parliament once 
takes it under Conſideration, as we know it 
was lately very near it, if they ſhould think 
fit to continue it, they will, doubtleſs, find it 
neceflary to confine it in its Practice, as well 
as in its Number of Profeſfors, I mean the 
Catchpoles, who, like their Original Father, 
make it their daily Study to go about ſeeking 

whom they may devour. 
Dry. Before your Venom is quite exhauſted, 
make an end of your Cauſe I beſeech you. 
N Mr 
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Mr. Sinall would not believe my Report; 
but now your own Words have convinc'd his 
# -- Ears, that I did not complain without Reaſon, 


glad to learn. 


rr 


Tru. Reaſon is always identical; and how- 


ever your and my Sentiments may differently 
trim her Aſpect, it will not alter her Eſ— 
ſence. We daily ſee that Intereſt caſts a Miſt 
cover Judgment; but certainly he that ſearches 
= after Truth for the meer ſake of finding her, 
is the leaſt likely to be led aſtray by Pre- 
r 


Sea. I find, Skinal, Metaphyſicks i is. like 


tao become a Part of the Law: What do you 
think of it? 


Sir. I think the t' other Bottle would clear 


both their Underſtandings, and enable em 
the better to go thro' with a Subject, that, 
in my Opinion, will begin to be tedious with- 
out it. If we are to have your Bil thro', 

why do you delay? 


Tru. Ring for the Bottle and that will arm 


ſome of us with Patience. And now I mult 
rectify your Miſtake, Skinal]: For I have two 
Bills in one and the ſame Cauſe, Some Dif- 
©. ferences have been ſet out; but all the follow- 
ing Items are at a perfect Varience. Hardly 
- two in the whole agree. And, being in the 
Court we are next to enter upon, I care not, 
without your leave, to procced, for fear of 
Anticipation. 


Skin. Lans Ceremony, Monſicur: I ſhall be 


7 22 
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Tru. I beſeech you indulge me with the © 

Liberty of making Plantiff and Defendant ß 

*em: The Difference will not only allow it, 

but the Intereſt of your Intellects will ple 

for it. OY 
Sea. Uſe your Pleaſure: I am of Opinion 

tne Requeſt il be found rea ſonable. | 

Tru. To fet out fairly, then, I ſhall make 


the firſt Bill Plantiff, and the ſecond De- | 
jendant. | | 


1 — 5 ! 
Plant, 11 the King's-Bench, 


S. | 

Rule to put in Bail, Copy and Service 4 | 
Searching for —— = | 
Drawing Declaration for 4, and Copy— 4 4 
Copy thereof deliver'd Defendant's — iq 
and Stamps — — | g | 
Rule to Plead — — | 
Searching for, and — a Plea N 
Making up the Iffue for 5 —— | 


2 
I 
3 
Entring the Plea — 
Entring the Ifue, and paid for the 2 2 
3 

2 


Paid for the Entry, and Signing the Roll 
Drawing Warrants of Attorney, and Entying 
Copy of the Iſſue deh ver'd Defendant 8 Attorney 
Docqueting the Roll — 
Drawing Notice of Tryal, Copy and en 2 
Drawing a Countermand 44 05 Copy and Servic e 2 

5 


Term Fe. 


———_ 4 


o GOOG O Gee & O 


Defendant in the King's-Bench. = 


Rule to put ig Bail, Copy and Service — . e 
Searching for Bi! —— 2 © 


Drawing Declaration for 4, and Gy — 4 © 
N 2 Fair 
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3 | 8. d. 

Fair Copy thereof deliver'd to Defendant's a 

torney, and Duty ; 

Entring, Continuing, and Fileing it————— 0 
Searching for, and demanding a Plea — 8 
Drawing and making up the Iſſue for j— 6 

Drawing Warrants of Attorney, Fngrofling and 
Filein 3 
Paid for the Entry of the Ifſue- 4 0 
Entring it upon the Roll 24 
Docqueting it 3 
Drawing Notice of Tryal, Copy and Service — 2 © 
Drawing a Continuance thereof, Copy and Service 2 © 
Drawing a Countermand thereof. m—_— 0 
Term Feekao y — 5 0 


Juſt in order as they ſtand in each Bill you 


here ſee 'em. | 

Dry. Well, and what's the great Uſe you 

mtend to make of all this ? 
Tru. What fay you, Skinall ? 

Skin, That you have very properly made 
*em Plantiff and Defendant : But anſwer the 
Queſtion ask'd. | | 

Tru, The Proverb ſhall anſwer him. That 
It is a dangerous Thing to put ſharp-edg'd 
Tools into the Hands of Children, or — 

Dry. But I don't fee how you will make the 
Application. 

Tru. You know your old Maxim, Save 
yourſelf and no Matter what becomes of 
others | 

Dry. But why Children, I pray ? 

Tru. If the other is more eligible I won't 


| ſtand with you for a Word, But pray, Mr. 


Skinall, 
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Slinall, how does your Comrade in Banco Ręis 


charge ? | 
Skin. Towardly enough for a young Be- 


ginner. 
Tru, Then we'll have the ſecond Part to 


the ſame Tune, as Sternhbald ſays 
Plantiff, Hillary. 


Drewing f delt Notice of Tryal, Copy and Service. 2 © 
Attending to Accomodate the Suit ——— 4 
Drawing Countermand of Notice of Tryal = 
Drawing Bill of Colts and fair Copy thereof _— © 
Attending lettling the Coſts —_— * i 
erm Fee = ——— 0 
Paid for Letters and Meſſengers -oo———_——_—_— 2 6 
Defendant. 
8 ſreſh Notice of Tryal, Copy and Service. 2 0 
rawing Brief for the Tryal +—————————; o 
Two fair Copies thereof for Council — 0 
Attending Plantiff and Mr. — Deſendant's Ar 
torney, &c. to Accomodate——— + 
Drawing a Countermand or Notice of Tryal, Sc. 2 0 
Term Fee — — — — 5 O 


This is my Bill. 


And now, in Anſwer to your firſt grand 
ueſtion, What great Uſe I intcad to make 
of all this? I anſwer, tra: if, as TI think is 
pretty evident, the original Inſtitution of this 
Court was intended only tor the better Regu- 
lation of the Servants or Atteadants in the 
Palace, where. ever it ſhould ; and its Juriſ. 
diction, for that very hc fon, confin'd to 
WJ ſuch 
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ſuch a Limit round about it as might be rea. 


fonably fuppos'd neceflary ; and if its Autho- 


rity was limitted to Domeſticks only, or ſuch 
as by their Vicinity might have Diſputes with 
any fuch, all Exceedings of that original In- 
tention ſhould be aboliſh'd. The Conſequen- 
ces of which would be very favourable to the 
Subject 1n general, but eſpecially to the me- 
chanick or meaner Sort; who, finding them- 
ſelves depriv'd of an Opportunity of litigious 
Contention with their Neighbours, would not 


give looſe to every drunken Paſſion, but be 


content to live a little more at Peace with one 
another, and follow their own Affairs with a 
much better Proſpect to their ſtarving Fami- 
lies: For it is not Debt only that is become 
the Prize of their rapacious Encroachments, 


but the Effuſions of Female Tongues have of- 


ten lay*d the (perhaps) inoffenſive Husbands 
under their illegal Laſh, who, thrown into 
Jail for their Court Fees, has ſtarv'd himſelf, 
and the ſtarving of his Wife and Family have 

prov'd the woful Sequel. f 
Tru. And might not the ſame Objection 
lye againſt any other of our Courts of Juſtice ? 
Tru, I can readily anſwer in the Negative: 
For they always ſcorn to take Notice of ſuch 
Billingseate Brangles, and diſmiſs them with In- 
dignation 3 whereas here having ſuitable 
Counſellors, Lawyers, and Catchpoles of 
their own Underſtandings, and Prolerarian 
Capacities, thiey »re not only look'd on, but 
Encous 
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encourag'd to purſue their revengeful Inclina- 
tions till it ends in a ruinous Repentance. 

Dry. How then would you have ſuch un- 
avoidable Diſputes determin'd ? 

Tru. Have we not Juſtices of the Peace 
enough to anſwer that Purpoſe? For tho” too 
many of them, in Abuſe of the Royal Commiſ- 
ſion, make it a Trade to bind over and ſwad- 
dle, as Hudibras ſays, there are many of ſuch 
experienc'd Probity and Integrity, that they 
will, with all their beſt Endeavours, chooſe 
to put an end to a Quarrel, without allowing 
Revenge and I!l-nature to carry it to the 
Quarter Seſſions. But what would. you ſay 
if I prove, even by your Methods of working, 
and the Repetition of your modeſt Fees, as 
you call 'em, tho* monſtrouſly advanc'd by 
Time, and the exorbitant Encroachment of 
human Nature, that this Palace Court, as you 
call it, calls for a Regulation, if not an An- 
nihilation, before any other. 

Dry. Ay marry, Sir, if you can make out 
that, you may undertake to make out an 
thing: Even Contradictions would be nothing 
in your Hands. | 

Tru. Your Courts are weekly, and for that 
Reaſon ſay you, expeditious — But of that 
hereafter — I will firſt examine into the 
Matter of the expenſive Part, The Court be- 
ing weekly, the Returns are ſo quick, that 
in the firſt Place, the Writs are frequent] 

forc'd to be renew'd; and being (1 do not 


know 
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know by what Authority, unleſs by the Su- 
pineneſs of their Superiors) crept up to the 
Price of the Writs of other Courts, the 
Charge, in that Reſpect, is aggravated more 
than 52 to 16 in a modeſt Computation. 
But if we caſt in, as Experience convinces us 
we may, the Super- brutality of the Collec. 
tors, I mean the Catchpoles, who in that are 
ſedulouſly countenanc'd by the Miller, whoſe 
Mills they grind at, I mean the Attorney; 
their Extortions and Tricks of ſpunging, will 
be found ſo monſtrous, that 1t would hardly 
appear credible to any bur the unfortunate 
Pupils who have undergone the Diſcipline. 
Beſides that Inftance in rhe Bill before us, I 
have been credibly inform'd, by a Doctor of 
their own, that thouſands might be produc'd 
that have paid more than fifty Shillings in the 
Pound for not having had it in their Power to 
anſwer the Demand in the critical Minute 
demanded. 

Sea. Anſwer him, Mr. Dryboots; this 
mult be Scandal ſure enough. 
Skin, Put him into Court, and make him 
run the Gauntlet, and ſtand a new Inſtance ; 

Practice, I am fatisfy*d, will warrant it. 
Dry. I am reſolute, I will never take your 
Warrant again, Mr. Skinall; is this your 

promis'd ſtanding by a Brother? | 
Skin Have you it under Hand ? For no- 
thing in Law and Phyſick is valid without it. 

Dry. I thought an honeſt Man's Word 

| | - Wag 
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was as good as his Bond; but ſince I am miſ- 
taken, there is my Part of the Reckoning. 
Tru. I have but one Word more, and we'll 
all go together; and that 1s, as to your 
boaſted Expedition. The Cauſe before us is 
a notable Evidence of the Truth of it. Be- 
gun, ſays my Bill, in the Year 1732, and in Oc- 
tober, and not ended in May 1736. I con- 
feſs there are many ſignal Particularities, 
which, if diſclos'd to the World, would make 
the Manager ſhine; but, at the ſame Time, 
they would be far from enervating any thing 
that I have offer'd for the Neceſſity of a 
thorough Regulation, Mr. Dryboozs ſeems 
to be in haſte, and therefore we muſt defer 
it to another Opportunity. The Company 
ſhall give me leave to treat *em with this Bot- 
tle, which I will pay for at the Bar, No 
Diſpute, Mr. Dryboots, for fear I put you 
into your own Court, and make you a Preſi- 
dlent for refuſing a modeſt Offer. As for 
Sxinall, I promiſe you, that you ſhall be pre- 
{ent at our next Anatomy Lecture, which, 


in my Opinion, will afford you room enough 


tor Reprizals, 


& £8: 4: 
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BOOKS Sold by J. CyR1CHLEy, 


J. A Journey from Meppo to Damaſcus: With a 
. Deſcription of thoſe two Capital Cities, and 
the Neighbouring Parts of Syria, To which is added, 
An Account of the Maronites inhabiting Mount Liba— 
nus, &. Collected from their own Hiſtortans. Allo, 
The Surpriſing Adventures and Tragical End of M., 
tafa, a Turk; who, after profeſſing Chriſtianity for 
many Years in Spain and Flanders, returned to Syric, 
carrying with him his Chriſtian Wiſe, The Whole 
illuſtrated with Notes anda Map. 25.64, 
II. The Cr ip. A Collection of Love Songs. 
In Twelve Parts. Suited to Twelve different Sorts of 
Lovers, viz. The Female Lover, The Admiring Lover, 
The Slighted Lover, The Modeft Lover, The Con 
ſtant Lover, The Jealous Lover, The Tender Lover, 
The Whining Lover, The Saucy Lover, The Merry 
Lover, The Preſſing Lover, The Happy Lover. With 
13 curious Copper-Pla es . Gd. 
"hk Mn e e ed ATHEISM ;5 or, Free- 
dom of Thought Natal, it rightly Stated; ſhew ing 
the dangerous Confegunges gf 1t; Corruption. An 
Effay, demonſtrating, bat the CHRIST IAR Ry ri- 
Glo ſtands upon ſo ture a Foundation, that no En- 
quiry can ſhake it; but the Sie Examination will 
both Strenthen and Support it, By a Gentleman. 
Written for the Inſtruction o1 a particular Friend. 
W herein, among ſeveral others, are the following ule- 
ful Enquiries. vs. 1. Concerning the var1ous Reading: 
of ſome Texts of Scripture ; and ol the preſent Tranſla- 
tion of the Bible. 2, The Points of Natural and Re- 
veal'd Religion truly Stated ; and of Moral Duties, as 
oppos'd to Religious Myſteries, 3. A Critical Exa- 
mination of the Writings of the late Dr. Clarke, An- 
tbony Collins, Eſq ; and Mr. Whifton. Fully proving, 
that the Modern Novelties, advanc'd by them, are no- 
thing more than unde Hsreſies reviv'd. 15. 6d. 
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J. Rawfurd's Lives and Characters of the Offi- 
cers of the Crown and State in Scotland, 
from the Beginning of the Reign of King David I. to 
the Union of the Two Kingdoms. Collected from 
Original Charters, Chartularies, Authentick Records, 
and the moſt Approv'd Hiſtories. To which is added, 
An Appendix, containing ſeyeral Original Papers 
relating to the Lives, and referring to them. Folio. 
II. A Treatiſe of the Method of Fluxions and 
infinite Series, with its Application to the Geometry 
of Curve Lines. By Sir Iſaac Newton. Tranſlated 
from the Latin Original, not yet publiſhed, Deſigned 
by the Author for the Uſe of Learners. Octavo. 

III. A New Engliſh Dictionary: Containing a 
Collection of Words in the Engliſh Language, pro- 
perly explained, and Alphabetically diſpoſed. Deſigned 
tor the Ule of Gentlemen, Ladies, Foreigners, and all 
others, who deliveto ſpeak or write Engliſh in its pre- 
ſent Purity and Pew&ction, 1 20. 

IV. Maimbourg's Compleat Hiſtory of Arianiſm, 
from the Origin of it, in the Year 306, to 1666; 
ſhewing its Influence upon Civil Affairs, and the Cauſes 
of the Diſſolution of the Roman Empire, 2 vol, 
Quarto. = 3 

V. La Henriade de Voltair, avec Fig. Quar to. 

VI. Bradley's Practical Diſcourſes, concerning Earth 


and Water, bire and Air, as they relate to the Growth 
of Plants. OFawvo. 8 


VII. Les OEuvres d' Horace. 


120. 


VIII. Memoirs of the Duke de Villars, Marſhal- 
General of the Armies of his Moſt Chriſtian Ma jeſt y. 


Par Dacier, 10 vol. 


1270, 
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IX. The Cupid. A Collettion of Love Songs. In 
Twelve Parts. Suited to Twelve Different Sorts of 
Lovers, viz. The Female Lover, The Admiring 


Lover, The Slighted Lover, The Modeſt Lover, 


'The Conſtant Lover, The eee Lover, The Ten- 
der Lover, The Whining Lover, The Saucy Lover, 


The. Merry Lover, The Preſſing Lover, The Happy 


Lover. 12m. 

KX. Sportſman's Dictionary; or, The Country Gen- 
tleman's Companion, in all Rural Recreations. With 
full and particular Inſtructions for Hawking, Hunt- 
ing, Fowling, Setting, Fiſhing, Racing, Riding, 
Cocking, &c. 2 vol Od#avs. 

XI. Houghton's Collection of Husbandry and Trade 
Improved. Vol. the 4th, to compleat Gentlemen's 
Sets. | 

XII. Varenius's Compleat Syſtem of General Geo- 

raphy, Explaining the Nature and Properties of the 
Faith. viz. Its Figure, Magnitude, Motions, Situa- 
tion, Contents, and Diviſion into Land and Water, 
Mountains, Woods, Deſarts, Lakes, Rivers, &. With 

articular Accounts of different Appearances of the 
| STE in different Countries, the Seaſons of the 
Year over all the Globe, &c. 2 vol. with Cuts. 
XIII. Voltaire's Hiſtory of Charles XII. OfFawvo, 
XIV. Ditto, Tn. 9 | 


